


RING OF BRIGHT WATER
In ths fasananng book Gavin Maxwell tells of the
Pk Lowe arou1o (Y

there But the ‘herd” of the book 15 hus pet oteer, Mybtl
Afeer hus dog hiad died, he brought this otter cub back ffom
the Tigns marshes As mtelligent and affectionate as a1y
dog 1t ran frec at the cottage, always returning at mght to
sleep n the author’s bed The part thus charming pet pls

1 Gavin Maxwell's hife ended abruptly and tragreally,
Mybil, erusting and confiding as always, was kalled by 2
road menaer

Missing hus pet desperately, the author determned to
seck anothicr tame otter Every attempt to find one, how=
ever, met with frustraion until, two years later, 41
seredible comedence finally produced Edal, a femmale
suiccessor 10 Mabil,

Ring of Bright Water cvokes all the mystery and beauty of

avin Maxwell's lonely home and gives a glmpse of the
affections and back d of an exceeding] plshed
wrter
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THE RING

FIC {183 HALLICU G WL Wi 3L S LGS
Too dazzling to see, traced in summer s|
He has crowned me wrth the wreath of white cloud
That gathers on the showy summut of the mouneau,
Ringed me round with the world-aircling wind,
Bound me to the whilwind’s centre
He has marned me wath the orbit of the moon
And with the boundless arcle of the stars
"1 the orbats that measure years, montbs, days, and migh
the tdes flowing,
_”Command the arms 1o travel of be at rest.

At the nng's centre,

Spnt, or angel troubling the sall pool,

Causality not 1n nature,

Finger’s touch that summons at 2 point, 2 moment

Stars and planets, Life and light

Or gathers cloud about an apex of cold,

Transcendent touch of love summoans my world to being.



FOREWORD

IN wrting this book about my home I have not given to the
house ststrue name  Thus 1s from no desire to create mystery—-
indeed 1t will be easy enough for the curious to discover where I
hve—but because 1dentification n print would seem m some
sense a sacnifice, 2 betrayal of 1ts remoteness and 1solatton, as if by
doing so I were to bring nearer 1ts enemies of mdustry and urban
Iife Camusfedrna, 1 have called 1, the Bay of the Alders, from
R N PO Ly e D e

may perhaps find the likeness of others of which he has humself
been fond, for these places are sanbo!s Symbols, for me and for
many, of freedom, whether it be from the prison of over-dense
communitses and the close confines of human relattonships, from
the less complex mcarceration of office walls and hours, or
simply freedom from the prison of adult bife and an escape mto

e fc wortld of chuldhoad, of the mdividual or the race
For I am convinced that man has suffered m his separation from
the sotl and from the other lving creatures of dl;c world, the
evolution of hss meellect has outrun his needs as an antmal, and
as yet he must stll, for securty, look long at some portion of the
earth as it was before he tampered wath 1t

This book, then, 1s about my life i a lonely cottage on the
north-west coast of Scotland, about animals that have shared 1t
with me, and about others who ate my only immedzate neigh-
bours i 2 landscape of rock and sea
Camusfedrna GAvIN MaxwELL
October 1959 -







ILLUSTRATIONS IN PHOTOGRAVURE

Between pages 54 and 55
A bay near Camusfeirna
Camusfedrna
Jonme above Camusfedrna
The kitchen-living-room of Camusfedrna 1n the early days

Mubil at the tog of bus toboganning shide at Carnsfeirm2
A lost marble

Between pages 102 and 103
Edal when she first arrived

‘She would pass about these pools where My had hunted
before her’

iThe geese on one of the 1sland beaches
Edal and Jimmy Watt on their morning walk

*She Juggled with such small objects . . . as could be satis
factorly contamned within her small, prehensile grasp”

Eda! about her own purswts m the Camusfedrna bay



¢ Between pages 150 and 151
Concentraton

Edal would appear to emulate the Modighan nude above
her self-chosen bed

“The bigger dinghy dragged her moormgs and stove a plank*
Edal caught a dab m the scuppers

Lifting a glass net float from the water to play football

“The exp of uightly shut c that very small
babies wear 1n sleep  The photograph repays study the
wrong way up




PART |

The Bay of the Alders






CHAPTER ONE

chimney-proce are mscribed the words “Non fatuun hue persecutus

sgnem’—Tt 15 no will~o’-the-wasp that I have followed here’ Be-

yond the door s the sea, whose waves break on the beach no

more than a stone’s throw distant, and encircling, must-hung
. ® [l | . - e

and the waterfall there 1s utter silence ‘This place has been my
home now for ten years and more, and wherever the changes of
my life may lead me 1n the future1t wall remain my spiritual home
until I die, a house to which one returns not with the certainty of
welcoming fellow human bemngs, nor with the expectation of
comfort and ecase, but to a long familanty mn which every
lichen-covered rock and rowan tree show known and reassunng
ces

uncompromusingly final. The thought of return had savoured of
a jilted lover pleading with an mdifferent nustress upon whom
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PR e ve mdec maiblamol ftira fadan.
Looking back with distaste to the brashness of my Jate adoles
cence T percerve that 1 was an eamest member of the Cely
- . e . 1. 1 1. m - -t w1 {"
was s controversial as my own, It was not to the company o
such as these that 1 aspired, the healthier and more robus
enthusiasm of tartaned hikers from the industrial anes mspired u
me a nausea akin to that of Compton Mackenzie’s Macdonald o
BenNewss Itwasnot— b-te mad ae o — -1 -
that 1 wiewed cettain . CR
moustaches as long as .
reverence that the vintage-car cult accords to Beatleys of th
19205 Nothing m ﬂ;y‘_ml‘/ l:f;: tud led meto guesuon the pre
IO PR IR B N

PRGN . 4

hundred years, and that 1t was there and 25’2 Galloway Scot that
had been born and brought up It was a handicap, certaunly, 2
was also my mabiliry to pcrfgrm Highland dances or to spea’
Gaclic; to leam would have been to acknowledge that 1 had nc
known before, and so would have been unttunkable. 1 did learr

Lo cmrme en mlyer g facgr riemme svmens Lol e shal e epe TL

robably what started the rot, my matemal gundmud;e: ba
gm 2 danghter of the Duke of Argyl], of MacCallum Mor lum
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cure my disease. The melancholy beauty of Strachur and
Inveraray was for me still further complicated by the agonies of
first love, I was well and truly pixllated, and I soaked myself
mn the works of Neil Munro and Maurice Walsh when I should
have been laying the foundations of a hiterary education. All thus
was bastcally !Ec outcome of an mherently romantic nature
tnged with melancholy, for which a special {omﬁ and uniform
baf clearly been prepared among the preapitous hills and sea

lochs of the West Highlands
There existed during my time at Oxford a curous clique of
landed gentry so asserttvely un urban that we affected a way of
dressing quite unswted to University Ife, at all times for
example, we wore tweed shooting stts and heavy shootmg shoes
studded with nails and dull wich dubbin, and at our heels trotted
spamels or Labrador retrievers  Some of us were Englishmen, but
e majonty were Scots or those whose parents were i the habit
of renting Highland shootings, and 1 have o doubt that the a‘xlc
. EEE S R - .

1o longer synonymous
My own yearning for the Highlands was 1 those dz):s ay

grated Englishmen who planted one potato or raused one stone
uponanother It1s often those who dream of a grande passion who

d 1t and suffer and are the sadder for It, and s0 1t was with me,
for when at last I came to the West Highlands by nght of
ownershtp and of effort they brought me to my knees and seot
me away defeated and almost bankrupt  But dux;mg that five wr
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? struggle the false smage for which 1had yeamned had faded,
chil“: tm%f one, less bcd.\Emed with tartan but no whit less
beautsfurl, had taken 1ts place X

Immedsately after the war's end [ bou%;ht the Island of Soay,
some four th d acres of relatively Jyng ‘black” land
cowenmng below thLe bare pimnacles ‘ancll_ glacial cormes of the
- FOL w TL e e em e,

T R

eyes T had eamed the nght to hve among them, and the
patent unauthenticity of the Maxwell tartan no longer disturbed

me
“When the Soay venture was fimshed, the 1sland and the boats
sold, the factory demolithed, and the popul e d1
went to London and tried to eam my living as a portrait pauter
One autumn I was staymng with an Oxfordp contemporary
who had bought an estate m the West Highlands, and m
an adle moment after breakfast on 2 Sunday morning he sud
to me

Do you want a foothold on the west coast, now that you've
PO v, E

1. Ty

sslands, and an automatic lighthouse There's been no one there
for along ame, u:‘d‘rl d never get any of the estate peaple to live
P Mlaam o = la B

a compass.
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The road, single-tracked for the past forty miles, and reaching
1 the high passes 2 gradient of one i three, runs southwards a
mule or 50 inland of Camusfedrna and some four hundred feet
above 1t. At the pomt on the road which 1s directly above the
h Tea L B B T R TERE

masses to a dommating of more than three thousand feet,
snow=covered or snow-dusted for the greater part of the year
On the other side, to the westward, the Isle of Skye towers across
a three-mile-wnde sound, and farther to the south the stark bas-
t1ons of Rhum and the couchant lion of Figg block the sea hor-
zon, The descent to Camusfedrna is so steep that nesther the house
nor 1ts 1slands and highthouse are vistble from the road above, and
that paradise within a paradise remains, to the casual road-user,
unguessed. Beyond Drumfiaclach the road seems, as 1t were, to
become dispinted, as though already conscious of 1ts dead end at
sea-level six miles farther on, caught between the ternfymg
massif of motmtan scree overhanging 1t and the dark gulf of sea
loch below.

Drusmfiaclach 13 a tiny oasis m a wilderness of mountan and
peat-bog, and 1t 15 a full four mules from the nearest rgadnde
dwelling  An oasis, an eyne, the windows of the house look
westward over the Hebrides and over the tynan sunsets that flare
and fade behind their peaks, and when the sun has gone and the
stars are bnght the many hghthouses of the reefs and islands

leam and wink above the surf In the westerly gales of winter
the walls of Drizmfiaclach rock and shudder, and heavy stones
are roped to the corrugated ron roof to prevent 1t blowing
away 2s other roofs here have gone before * The winds rage m
from the Atlantic and the hail roars and batters on the windows
and the 1ron roof, all hell let loose, but the house stands and the
MacKinnons remarn here, as, nearby, the forefathers of them both
remained for many generations
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years’ struggle the false image for which Thad yearned had faded,

and a truer one, less bedizened with tartan but no wht less
beautifl, had taken s place

Immeduately afier the war's end 1 hﬂu{;ht the Island of Soay,

1 ‘black’ land

1
some four th d 3

acres of y ying
cowermg below the bare pmmacles and glactal corres of the
P L SO M T - S A N
summer mouths 1 built a factory, bcugl;t boats and equipped
them wnth harpoon guns, and became a harpoon gunner myself.
For five years | worked 1 that landscape that befote had been,
for me, of a nebulous and cobwebby romance, and by the time
1t was all over and ¥ was beaten T had 1n some way come to terms
wath the Highlands—or with myself, for perhaps 1n my own
eyes 1 had camned the npht to bive among them, and the
patent unauthennciry of the Maxwell tartan no longer disturbed
me

When the Soay venture was fimshed, the 1sland and the boats
sold, the factory demolshed, and the popul € 4, 1
went to London and tried to earn my living as 2 portrait paunter
One autumn I was staying with an Oxford contemporary
who had bought an estate m the West Highlands, and
an 1dle moment after breakfast on 2 Sunday mormng he sud
to me

‘Do you want a foothold on the west coast, now that ycu’vc
lost Seay? If you'te not too proud to hive 1n a cottage, we've got
an empty one, mules from anywhere It's right on the sea and
there’s no toad to it—Camusfedrna, 1t's called. Thete’s some
sstands, and an automanc highthouse There's been no one there
for along time, and I'd never get any of the estate people to live
mitnow If you'll keep 1t up you're welcome to st *
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houlders, I was coming to my new home like one of the hikers
whom long ago I had so much despised.
Te = PRI fo ve € wam wn? 1 v -
hoot, and by the curious paradox that those who are fondest of
become, m such an environment, most bloodthrsey at a
certain stage of their development, shooting occupred much of
ay tume and thoughts dunng my school and unmversity years,
Many people find an espeqal attachment for a dog whose
compamonship has bridged widely different phases n therr lives,
and 50 1t was with Jonnie, he and hus forebears had spanned my
oo 1. (ICH St |

during the slnrk‘ﬁxbcry ears h-c would, unpmtcsu;lg, ;mngc
tumself to form a pillow for my head i the well of an open boat
21t tossed and piched 1n the waves .

[ Y [ 1 ERNF T P

beacon through the darkness from Drumfiaclach to Camus-
fearna.

Presently the burn became narrower, and afforded no foothold
at s steep banks, then 1t tilted sharply seaward between rock
walls, a.n?b:low me I could hear the roar of a hugh waterfall 1
chmbed out from the ravine and found myself on 2 bluff of
heather and red bracken, looking down upon the sea and upon
Camusfedrna

The landscape and seascape that lay spread below me was of
such beauty that 1 had no réom for 1t all at once, my cye fickered
from the house to the 1slands, from the white sands to the flat
green pasture round the croft, from the wheeling gulls to the pale
satn sca and on to the snow-topped Cullins of Skye m
distance .

Immediately below me the steep hill-side of heather and
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and its toreshore tormed the whole trontage ot the held, running
up neatest to me nto a bay of rocks and sand ~ At the edge of thus
bay, a stone’s throw from the sea on one side and the butn on the
or.g'cr, the house of Camusfedrma stood unfenced m green grass
among grazng black-faced sheep The field, except immedsately
oppostte to the house, sloped gently u&awatds from the sea, and
was divided from 1t by a ridge of sand dunes grown aver with
pale matram grass and tussocky sea-bents There were rabbits
scamicnng on the short turf round the house, and out over
the dunes the buller heads of two seals were black in the
de.

nde.

Beyond the green ficld and the wide shingly outflow of the
burm were the 1slands, the nearer ones no more than a couple of
acres each, rough and rocky, with here and there a few stunted
rowan trees and the sun red on patches of dead bracken The

L T S "o .

13 not produced by obvious signs of neglect, Camusfedma had
few slates mussing from the roof and the windows were all mtact,
but the house wore that secrenve expression that 1s 1n some Wway
akn to a young gul's face dunng her first preguancy.

As I went on down the steep slope two otmuddmgs came
into niew tucked close under the skitt of the ll, 2 byre facng
Camusfedrma across the green nurf, and an older, windowless,
croft at the very sea’s edge, so close to the waves that I wondered
how the house had survived. Later, I learned that the last occu-
pants had been dnven from 1t by 2 great storm which had
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brought the sez right mto the house, so that they had been forced
to make their escape by 2 window at the back.

At the foot of the full the bumn flowed calmly between an
avenue of single alders, though the sound of unseen waterfalls
was Joud n the rock ravine behund me. 1crossed a solid wooden
bridge with stone piers, and 2 moment later I turned the key 1
Camusfeima doer for the first aime.

RAW~2



CHAPTER TWO

HERE Was hot one stick of furmiture 1n the house, there was
Tno water and no highting, and the air inside struck chill asa
mortusry, but to me it was Xanady There was much more
space 1 the house than T had expected. There were two rooms
on the ground floor, a patlour and a lving-karchen, beudes 2
Tide ‘back katchen or scullery and two rooms and a landing
upstars The house was entrely hined with varaished piech pioe,
m the manner of the turn of the century

1hiad brought with me on my back the essentials of g fora
day or two while T prcspcc(cdy—-a bedding roll, a Primus stove
with a little fuel, candles and some tinned food. | knew that
something to sit upon would present no ¥robl:ms, for my five
JEDUILJ e 1S R A e T O T
ama 10 those early days, and even now, despte the present
mfort of the house dxz:orm the basis of much of sts furmture,
though arafice and padding bave done much to disguise their
or]

Ten yczhr: of going 1Mto retreat at Camusfedma have taught
me, 0o, thi :’:( one waits long :_nough pracucally every ymagin-

a westetly or south-westerly gale one may find almost an

Fub-boxes—mosly stamped wath the names of Mallug, gtuh:l;:%.
ot Lossiemouth firms, but sometimes from France or Scandimavia
—are 100 common to count, though they are sull gathered, more
from habit than from need. Fish bagkets, big open two-handled
baskers of wathy, make firewood baskets and waste-paper
baskers Intact wooden tubs ace a ranty, and | bave foundP only
three 1n my years here, 1t has amused me weyly to see cocktal
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bars 1 England whose proprietors have through whimsy pat
them to use as stools as liavc by necesut

A Robmson Crusoe or Swiss Fanuly Robinson mstinet 15 latene
m most of us, perhaps from our clehood games of house-
LR P R R e A VA -0 ]
that one of the commonest of all things among jetsam 15 the rub-
ber hot-water bottle They compete successtully—m the long
stragghng Ine of brown sea-wrack with jumpmg sand-
hoppers—wnth odd shoes and empty boo(-pohs{: and taleym-
powder tins, with the round corks that buoy lobster-pots and
nets, even with the ubiquitous skulls of sheep and deer A sur-
prising number of the bot-water bottles are undamaged, and
Camusfe 1s by now ov ked with them, but from the
damaged ones one may cut useful and highly functional table
mats

At the beginnmg, however there was no table to protect, and
after my first days at Camusfedma 1t seemed clear that I should
have to import at least one small Joad of essential furmiture This
was not an casy matter, for there was no road aPproxcb and I

Conan Doyle’s spintualistic experiments she had been taughe
logic—rather unsuccssﬁ.lllL—b an uncle who had become a
professor m Amenca, she had friends, real ones m '
places Dunng the war, when she was already n !

she mamed, very briefly, the contractor who was

road outside her dooz, 10 a few months he was ~
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Kulled, and Ulleamena reverted to her maden name and never
agan mentioned her mésallance, She was, I think, one of the
warmest, most buman, most debightful, and, perhaps, most
domuneenng people Thave ever known, and hsx faults wercall on

AR TORRS T

those two screeching hullo to each other 1n demoruac erescendo}
I ERE] L1 1 r e e

aSKEU LUL LIVLE), YET WILLL aL1 DAt NCT PEFIOnAlLy Was 50 spull=
tancous and vital and endearing that ber death a few years ago
" hole in more hearts than she would have known  Sheleft
u:uly phenomenal amount of debts behund her, but it was
. ' . ameasure of her personality that she was able to owe her
grocer £3,000
Uilleamena sold me some really frightful furniture for Camus~
fedma—two small c[,h‘csts whose drawers open and close only

JRE PO s

Camusfedmna, the rest had £Jnusc town, found on the beach of
constructed I:Ly mngesuous fen who have stayed here, and

very large sofa; that ss © say st zpp:aé to be a sofa, but m fack1e
is :ﬁ fish-boxes, covered wth sheet foam rubber under a cordu-
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roy cover and many cushions Next to 1t 13 2 tall rectangle,
draped over with a prece of material that was once the seat-
cover of my cabin m the Ses Leopard, my chuef shark-hunting
boat, Lift asnde this relic and you are lookmg 1mto a range of
shelves filled with shoes—the ‘whole structure 13 made of five
fish-boxes with their sides knocked out The same system, this
tme of orange-boxes from the shore and fronted by some very
tastefil matenal from Primavers, holds shirts and sweaters in my
bedroom, and looks entucly respectable. The art of fish-box
furmture should be more widely cultvated, m common with
cetam widely advcmse‘v:l makes of contemporary ﬁxrm;:lue thas
RN * 1 I —wcdar

clothes-basket,” and a few weeks later a clothes-basket came up
on the beach, a large stately clothes-basket, completely une
damaged.

Whether 1t 15 because the furnishings of these rooms have
grown around me year by year since that first afternoon when |
entered the chill and empty house, each room as bare as a
weathered bone, or because of my deep love for Camusfeima

T . . o1 B

also a continmous sense of anticipatton, 1t 15 as though a collector
of pertod furmture might on any mormng find some rare and
1mportant piece lying watting to be picked up on the street be-
fore hus door

There 15 much pathos 1 the small jetsam that lies among the
sca-wrack and dnfted tmber of the long tide-lines, the fire-
blackened transom of a small boat, the broken and wave-battered
children's toys, 2 hand-carved wooden egg-cup with the name
‘John® carefully marsed upon 1t, the scattered skeleton of 2 small
dog the collar with an illegible nameplate lying among the
whitened bones, long since picked clean by the ravens and *
hooded crows To me the most personal poignancy was m *
search one morning that first year for a smtable pie ~
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from which to fashion a bread-board. A barrel top would be

B L A R e
L} - . - -

Sc‘m; preces (;f ‘Jetsam are wholly emgmatic, encoutaging the
PN S - S W P

sutrounded by crusing sharks or tossed hugh on the crests of
Atlantic rollers a thousand mules from land? { have found no
sansfactory solution  Two broom-handles, firmly ted mto the
form of a cross by the belt from a woman's plastc x,mcmzosh, 2
[ R B R I N A

others one may weave 1dle tapestries of mystery !

But 1t 15 not only on such man-made objects as these that the
imagination bwlds to evoke drama, pathos, or remembered
splendour thl{ oncs mud,: aloln'c Qns’s viston becomes more

mummy, staned and thin, soars the spuning lapwang 1 the

white Macch motning, . the surface crust of rottmg weed,

where z|hc {oecj :x%lodcs 2 whurring puff of flies, the wathered fins
EPEX . R, -
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ashore at Camusfedrna uself, for the house stands on a south-
ficing bay in a west-facing coast line, and 1t gams, too, a Listle
shelter from th:' strng o 1§hnds that lead out from 1t to the
S TR PRSI N

B Co e [ wx = Al anbacsnd bor the
. that
PN o wrame - allabias o tha sadad laceal

these caves were regularly mhabited by travelung peatars, ot
whom there were many, for shops were far distant and com~
munications virtually non-existent. They were welcome amony

the local people, these pedlars, for besides what they could se

they brought news from far-away villages and of other districts in
which they travelled, they fulfilled the function of provincal
newspapers, and the mhabitants of wild and lonely places awaited
therr comng with keen anucipation. .

service a cave was perhaps safer than a glass-house it there were
any stones to be thrown. Such pebbles that came hus way seem
mainly to have been on the question of hus desertion. Jeanmse was
no slut nor Joe  shum-maker, and their troglodyte hfe was a neai
and orderly affur, with a clean whate tablecloth laid over the
fish-box uglc for meals, meals that were of fish and crustaceag:
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‘Behold this dreamer’, but because men fear proof of a power
beyond ther own, and are uncomfortable in the company of one
who clatms or admuts to 1. These people who are convinced of
being endowed with what 1s now more usualll called extra-
v

[ T A N N 3 T S

sceptical Sophustication they do not share  Crcumstantual tales of
other less controversial matters survive 1n the oral traditton wath
but httle change 1 these districts to which literacy came late m
Iustory, and there 15 no reason to assume that those concernmg
“second sight” should have suffered dispropornonate distortion.
My nearest neighbour a¢ Camusfedrna, Calum Murdo Mac-
Kunnon, of whom I shall have mote to say presently, comes of
Skye stock, and tells 2 tale of his forebears which Lm very
sunpharty 15 hard to ascribe to past mvention. [n the ¥3 of‘ hus

lard with which to signal at command. For more
Bour the boat rowed oo sad fro 1 the bay below H

)
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grapples hanging ready, but the old man sat wth hus blind head
mhis and satd never a word. Suddenly he ctied 1n a strong
vouce, ‘Tog an tonnagl—~Houst the plad?” His grandson did so,
and the grapples smlg; and returned to the surface with the body
of the drowned boy

Tt 13 caster to be seeptical when one 15 not in the Hebndes,
easier when one’s vision 1s not clanfied—or obscured—by the
common sense of one’s fellow men.

Very lttle survives m legend from the early mhabitants of
Camusfedma, surpnsimgly litrle when one comes to consider that

all Tikelit ’&c y exsted for th ds of years.
The carliest stories date, probably, from the Middle Ages,and one
of these tells of a wald sea reaver, born in the bay, who harned the
coast to the southward—notably the Island of Mull, withitsmany
secret harbours and well-hid anchorages~—mn a galley, one of
whose sides was painted black and the other whte, an attempt,
presumably, to refute description or to undermne morale Ey
reports that mn aggregate mught give the imptession of a pirate
gcct Wllm:‘w:'cr %n racticy, they seem to have been successful, for

g 1.1, I DU N A I

tumes that distance  Indeed few people ever have the expenence,
for the carth’s suzface 15 50 overrun with mantand that where Jand
1s habatable 1t 13 inhabated, and whereas 1t 15 not difficult to pitch
a camp 1n those Qrcumstances 1t 15 very rare to be between four
B e e LT UPCIC PR S AT IR 35 SR

separate banddlo But to be quite alone where there ate no orhc;
human beings 15 sharply ting, 1t 13 a3 though some pres-
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was the added strangeness of mughes as ight a5 noon, so that only
the personal fact of sleep drvaded mght igmm day, paradoxzcally,
for the external arcumstances were the very oppostee, 1had the
same or an allied sensation during the heavy atr-raids t 1940, 23
though life were suddenly stripped of insssentials such as wornes
about money and small egonstical ambinons and one was lefc
Bang an ulamate essential.
That first mght as T lay down to sleep 1 the bare kitchen of

. e
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Camusfedma I was aware of the soft thump of rabbits” feet about
the sand dune warren at the back of the house, the thin squeak of
bawking bats, woken eatly by the warm weather from thes
wanter lybemation, and the restless pipmg of oyster—catchers
wating for the turn of the nde, these were middle-distance
sounds agamst the muffled roac of the waterfall that wn sull
weather s the undertone to 2ll other sound at Camusfedrna.

E slept that mght with my head pillowed vpon Jonnies soft
g;:oc- flank, 23 years bcforclizdbemwont to m opea

s
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wusde, Jong and strong, with seven pomnts one side and six on the
other, a far nobler head than ever Lhad seen during my yeats of
bloodshirstiness ¥ came to know these stags year by year, for
they were a patt of 2 group that passed every winter low i the
Camusfeima busn, and Morag MacKinnon used to feed them
at Druumflackach~a little surrep Iy, for they were omude
the forest fence and on the sheep ground. Monareh, she called the
thurteen-ponter, and though he never seemed to break out to the

rut 1 aurmnn 1 think he must have sured at least one stag-calf, for
11 the dark last year the headlights of my car It up o parerally
stunned stag thas had leapt at the concrere posts of the new
forestry planiation fence, trymg to get down to Camusfedrns,
and the head, thovgh no more than a royal, was the very double
of Monarch's wade sweep ¥ came near to killing bsm, for 1
thought that be was 3 stag wounded and lost by a stalkung party
from the lodge that day, but dazed as he was he managed to
stagger out of the hmdﬂghu’ beam before I could ges the nfle
from s case.

. RS S R TIE SR Y P
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of their antlers eeching the near skyline, and they were in some

creatures wete my nesghbours.

English visitors who have come to Camusfelmma are usually
strick marticulate by the desolate grandeur of the landscape and
the splendour of pale blue and gold spnng mormngs, but they are
entirely articnlate 1n thewr amazement at the vanety of wild bfe
by which Lam surrounded Many Englishmen are, for example,
quite unaware that wildcats are common atumals m the West
Highlands, and assume, when one refers to them, that one
;Peakmg of domestic cats run wild, uot of the tawny lynx-like
erals that had their den, that and every other year, within two
hundred yards of my door They bear as much relation to the
domestic cat as does a wolf to a errier, they were here before our
first uncouth ancestots came to lsve 1n the caves below the chiffs,
and they are reputedly untameable When I first came here the
estate on whose land the house stood had long waged war upon
the waldcats, and a eree by the deer-larder of the lodge, four miles
away, was decorated with therr banded tatls hanging hike mon-
strous willow catkans from 1ts boughs Now, since the estate has
turned from general agneulture to forestry, the wildears are
protected, for they are the worst enemy of the voles, who are n
tum the greatest destroyers of the newly planted trees Under
this bensgn régime the number of wildeats has marvellously

uuuy JMans NOId LIE LAUI 01 LIE LAALCAUIE v i s wasne
stramn that 13 & m the lynx-lik the exua
claw, and the feral msunct, and the few hal-breeds that escape
destructton usually take to the hulls and the den Iife of their male
ancestors  An old nver-watcher at Lochatlort, who for soxs,
zeason that now eludes me was known as Tipperary, told

one night, awoken by the caterwauling outside, behad,,
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door with a torch and 1n 1ts beam had seen hus own black-and-
white she-cat 1n the fierce embrace of a huge wild tom  There-
afier he had waited eagerly for the burth of the kuttens When the
tume came she made fee nest w the byte, and all that day he
wauted for the fitst birth, but at mghtfall she had not yet brought
forth. In the small hours of the mornmg he became conscous of
piteous mewing at his door, and opened it to find his cat carrying
1n her mouth one wounded and dying kutten  In the dack back;
v - . H .

. -t “

mote but a pathetic trail of mangled new-bom kittens The
single survivor, whom the mother had tried to carry to the house
for sanctuary, died a few minutes later

Wildcats prow to an enormous size, at {east double that of the
vcr‘{’hrgcst domestic cat, this year there 15 one who leaves close
to the house Homenc droppings of dimenstons that would make
an Alssnan wolfhound appear almost consnpated. It 18 com-
marativaly sqrale thae ane coae sba e e sl o P A

nngs to s tatl, and that first year at Camusfedena [ twice saw the
attens ar phy mn the daw, frobicking among the primroses and
1o s B b}
. - - )‘
- . 1
red-deer calves Before man exterminated the rabbats they were
the staple food both of the bg leggy hull foxes and of these low-
ground wildeats, and every morning 1 would see the heanly
indented pad-marks in the sand at the burtow mouths But now

the rabbuts have gone and the lambs are stll here m thei season,
PO T A TS S ot S e i M o,

- . .
15 nothung to show for those slaw months in the womb but whte
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skeleton and a scrap of soft, soiled fleece that scems no bigger
thana handkcrclu:f.P

Among the mammals it §s, next to the wildcats, the seals that
surprise my southern visstors most  Raght through the summer
months they are rarely out of sight, and, beng unmolested at
Camusfedma, they become very tame. In the evenings they wnll
follow a dinghy Zrough the smooth sunset-coloured water, thei
heads emerging ever nearer and nearer untl they are no more
than a boat's length away It 1s only a change m rhythm that
frightens them; one must row steadily onwards as if ntent on
one’s own bustness and unconcerned ‘with thewrs The brown
seals, with thewr big ronnd skulls and shors, dog-like noses, are
everywhere, and I have counted more than a hundred 1n anhour’s
run down the shore 1n the dinghy, besides these, which breed
locally, the Atlantic seals stay round the sslands from May ull
caly autumn, when they return to their scattered and com-
patatively few breeding rocks The Atlantic seals that spend the
summer at Cammf:}m‘z probably breed on the r‘cck:\ west of
L . Lo iAo L -

silk and the sun 1s hot on the hichened rocks above the tide they
loaf about the Camusfedrna 1slands mn twos and threes, usually
bull|s, eating largely of the rock fish and stonng up encrgy to be

Tt A . 25 bl
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heels After a few munutes of erying to shake hum off I tned
dodgmg and mdng bebind rocks but he discovercd me with
amazimg agolity Punally Lscrambled down to the boat and rowed
quickly away but after twenty yards he was there beade me
muzzhing an oac I was n desperation to know what to do with
thus unexpected foundling whose frantic mother was nosv saort-
Ing twenty yards away when suddenly he responded to one of
her calls and the two went off together the pup no doubt to
recerve the lecture of us ife

‘The sed-deer calves too have no natural fear of man dunm
their first days of life and of w June one stumbles vpon 2 mg'
Iymng dappled and sleck among the long green bracken stems one
must avord handhing hum of one wants to make a clean get-away
T used to pet them and foudle chem before I knew better, and
my efforts to leave led to more frenzied games of hde-and seck
than with the seal pup while 2 distracted hund stamped and
barked wmavaihngly But swhule the calves durmg those Brst
wunstructed days display no msunctive fear of humans, they are
from the first ternfied of thew natural enemucs the eagles, the
wildeats and the foxes 1have seen a tund trymg to defend her
alf from an cagle reanmg up wich her eass back and shashing
wickedly wath her fure booves each ume he stooped wath an
audible rush of wind through tus great upswept punons, 1f one
hoof had struck home she would have bmugé’t am down dis-
embowelled, but though she never touched more than a wngnp
the eagle grew wary and finally saled off down the glen, thesun
glearning whitely on the burmsh of his mantle

It1s the helpless red deer calves that are the staple food of the
bl foxes m June and the young lambs in Aprd and May, but
what ehiey live on for the rest of the year now that the rabbits
have gone and the blue mountain hares became so scarce, remams
amystery to me Possibly they eat more seldom than we imnagie,
and certamnly mice formi a farge part of their dict. Some yearsago
1 went out wth a stalker 1o Jalf }ﬁ] foxes after Jambing ume The
foxes carn was some ewo thousand feet up the hall, and we left
ardawn before the sun was up over hulls that were sall all snow
at thewr sumauts, slhouctted agamnst a sky that was apple-green
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over the hugh tops The terners went into the caun and we shot
the vixen as she ioltcd, and the dogs lalled and brought out the
five cubs, but of the dog fox there was no sign at all 'We found
Tus footprints 1 a peat hag a few bundred yards below, gong
do and he had rot been galloping but quietly trottmg so
we concluded that he had left the cairn some time before we had
1eached 1t and was probably unaware of anything amuss We sat
down under cover to wat for his rerum.

We wated all day The spring breeze blew fresh mn our faces
from where the sea and the 1slands lay spread out far below us,
2{\d we could sec the nng-net boats puttng out for the first of

L. EXC I S

throw, to bank sbu‘ply and veer oft with a harsh rasp ot air
| PO I " 1 - af 2 .
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been carrymg, 1t was a nest of pnk new-born mice—all he had
found to bring home 1 a long day’s hunting for s vixen and
five cubs

At first s1ght 1t 15 one of the enigmas of the country asound
Camusfedrna, this great number of predators surviving wth so
Lietle to prey upon, 1n the arr the agf’es, buzzards falcons, ravens
and hooded crows, and on the ground the wildeats, foxes,
badgers and pume martens There 15 no doubt that a surprising
number of the animal spectes spend much time during the off
seasons—when there are no young creatures to feed on-—an.
own hobby of beachcombing  In the soft sand around

e

. +



30 RING OF BRIGHT WATER

wack L come constantly upon the footprints of wildeats, badgers
and foxes. Sometumes, they find orled seabirds, sometimes the
carcase of a sheep fallen from one of the green cliff ledges that
throughout the West Highlands form such well-baited and often
faral traps, or of a stag that has tottered down from the March
snowdnfis to seek scaweed as the only uncovered food, ot
they may creep up upon sleeping oyster-catchers and curlews
as ¢ cixl wait1n the dark for the tumn of the tde, But wharever
they find 1t 15 to the shore thar the fanged creatures come at
night, and st times perhaps, they find Lttle, for 1 have seem

d d sand-hoppers 1n the d of bath wildeats and

PPEE:

£
faxes

‘The ravens and hooded crows, though they wall peck out the
eyes of a hving lamb or deer calf 1f he 15 weak, are 1 fact offal
feeders for the greater part of the time The hoodes spend much
of their tume about the shote 1n the Late summer and mudwnter,
opening mussels by carrying them up to hause-hesght and drop-
g them to smash on the rocks, but at most other seasons of
the year there are routme harvests for them to gather elsewhere.
In the back-end of winter, when the ground 15 as yet unstUTe
sprng, the old stags that have wintered poorly grow feeble and

w the snowdnfis and the grey scavengers squawk an
squabble over the carcases, a little later, when the fits¢ warmth
comes, and the hunds mterrupt thewr grazing to turn thew heads
and nibble xmublg at therr spines, the hoodies strue and pick
around them, gobbling the fat warble-grubs that emerpe ffm‘"
under the deer-hudes and fall o the ground  When the mb:%
season comes they quarter the ground for the afterbirths,
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wind, and when she opened the door 1n the morming she saw
that there was something very much amuss The two parent

. . -
them ail the wiile a5 she was WONt  Lhe cyguel Lapped dia
— a1, . [N R SR

Morag waded out, but the loch bottom 15 soft and black, and
she was sinking thigh deep before she realized that she could not
teach the cygnet Then suddenly he turned and struggled
towards her, stopped the thrashing of his wings and was sull
Groping 1 the water beneath him Morag's hand came upon a
wire on which she pulled until she was able to feel a rusty steel
trap clamped to the cygnet’s leg, a trap set for a fox, and fastened
to a long wire so that he might drown himself and die the more
quickly Morag hfted the cygnet from the water, he lay passive
1 her arms while she eased the jaws open and as she did this the
tWo parents swam nght m and remaned one on etther side of
ber, as tame, as she put 1t as domestic ducks nerther did they
swim away when she put the cygnet undamaged on to the water
and began to retrace her steps

The swans stayed for a week or more after that, and now they
would not watt for her to call to them before greetng her every
time she opened her door their silver-sweet bell-like vorces
chimed to her from the lochan across the road I Yeats had
possessed the same strange powers as Morag, his nine and fifty
swans would perhaps not have suddenly mounted, and hus poem
would not have been written.

Tt was not through childlessness that Morag had turned to
antmals as do so many spinsters, for she had three sons. The
oo ! L =¥ —asn Oe sfeama and
- . . Tt; . .
A4
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1 result, and after the first weeks, when the famuly had become
my fnends, 1t was they who would carry my mail down from

walls as therr diminutive statures and a broken ladder could
compass They carried the heavy white powder down from
Drumfiaclach i paper bags, and one day I suggested that they
would find 1t easier to use my rucksack, They were dehghted
with the suggestion and returned the following day wui the
whole rucksack full to the bip with loose Snowcem powder,
and not only the mam well of the rucksack but every zp-
fastenng pocket that the makess had designed for such personal
possesstans as toothbrushes and tobacco  That was nne years
ago and the twins ate grown-up and out 1n the world, but i wet
weather that rucksack still exudes a detectable whatssh paste at the
5

Feed N o v 1 T . s

pense wth zlmgth:: Tt not easy at any time to victual 2 house

Druimfiaclach, once a day, by a complicated muxture of sea and
road transport from the ratthead at the shoppmg village Fromt
they are carned by motor-launch to a tny willage five mules from
Drumfiaclach, where ongm:ﬂy 2 vast old Humber and now 2
Land Rover takes over and distributes them among the scattered
dwellings of the neighbourhood P )

P N e 1 ﬁ[.zm'

oversight or petulance), but | can only leave a reply to that post
at Drumfiaclach the followng mghe, for collection by the Land
Rover on the morming after that, so that 1f I recerve a letter on,
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for example, a Tuesday evenmng 1t will be Fnday before the
sender gets my reply Newspapers reach me on the cyening o'f'
e B Y P NS - P

ear to the set one may catch tantalizngly fragmentary snatches
of news, too often of wars and rumours of wars, or of equalk
intrusive and unwelcome strams of rock 'z roll, mom&squ:ai
remunders of far-off human frenzy, whose fantness undeclines the
lslfhuan of Camusfedrma more effecuvely than could wrter
suence.

In practice, the exchange of letters often takes a full week, and
the frustrations wherent w this situation have led the more
mmpanent of my fncu‘ds to the copious use ]of' tilegrams

XS RIS

. C Caee — - n daand somea nb Ay the

stood exhausted before my door bearing 2 message which read
‘Many happy returns of the day’ The mountams had travailed
and broug!gt forth 2 mouse, after that I persuaded bum, with
great difficuley, to exerase his own judgment as to whether
or not a telegram was urgent, and to consign those that were
not to the Land Rover for delivery to Druumfiaclach m the

v

%ﬁggrm between the West Fighlands and England are often
liable 16 2 bittle confusion 1 transtt, to the production of what the
services call ‘corrupt groups’ Dunng my first stay at Camus=
feima 1 realized that though the house had, as 1t were, dropped
nto my lap from heaven, I had no subsidiary nghts, a dret com~
posed largely of shellfish might, 1 thought, be swtably vaned by
fabbuts, and 1 telegraphed to the owner of the estate to ask
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permussion. The telegram he received from me read: ‘May 1
please shoot at Robert and 1fso where?”

The reply to this sadistic request being 1 the affirmative, Ishot
at Robert mormng and evening, with a silenced 22 from the

Yitchen window, and he went far to solve the supply problem
both for myself and for my dog Jonnie  Alas, Robert and all hus
brothers have now gone from Camusfedrna, and except by hving
entirely from the sea 1t 1s dfficult to approach sclf-sugsmcnce-
For a year or two there was goats’ mlk, for Mon‘g had,
LR " PR R e S At

but a token gesture, for the Yl nanny was unaware of any
change in hup, preferring the company of her co-concu~
bines and her rancd, lecherous overlord. The herd, however,
took to spending much of thetr ime at Camusfedna, where they
wou!gl pick -‘dmr way d:l:t):t:ly along the top of the croft wugl 0
. EEJEE- D F RS A B i At T

. N .. - 1
doot, and more than once I came back to the house from an
afterncon’s fishing to find the kitchen 1n chaos, my last loaves
disappearing between agile rubbery lips, and Mars Bhan postur-
ng tmpudently on the table.
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In the end their predilection for Camusfedrna was their un-
dorng, for where a past occupier of the house had once grown 2
Pt 1o, e L1 LT L i £ e Afihaca mea

hus harem, so gross both 1n odour and 1n behaviour, that only the
deniable splendour of hus app e p d my jorming the

(:% G N

ranks of bus numerous enermies He survived, a lonely satyr, 2 sad
solitary symbol of thwarted vinlty, untl the burden of his
chastity Sg:.;mc too great for hum, and he wandered and
penshed. R

The goats were not the only mvaders of the house, for 1n those
days there was no fence surrounding 1t, and a door left ajat was
taken as tait mvitation to the most tmprobable and unwelcome
of vissors  Once, on my return to the house after a few hours’

t T Dt T e aebleneisrgamrnerofz
. -
-t ' . . r
mallet, conjured an & WOISE, 11 POSSIVIS, WAl Luv wiws i€
reality, Hsz-way up ’:l?:%voedm stairway, where 1t turns at nght
angles to reach the small landing, an enormous, black, and stnk-
mgly pregnant cow was wedged fast between the two walls,
unable to progress forward and fearful of the gradient in reverse
Her rear aspect, whose copions actiwity—whether under ‘zhc
stress of anxtety or from an mteligent desire to reduce
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Electnie Board, before that all the houses were Iit by paraffin
Bamps, and many of the people cooked by Pnmus stove. Yet,
desprte the nototiously capncious qualiry of the electne highe in
the north-west Hy ds, cvery smgle shop m cvery single
village 1mmedutely stopped stockmg paraffin, methylated
spints, and candles,” Last year, there was to my certam know-
lcdigc, o drop of methylated spmis for sale withm a hundred
miles  The fnendly spiete of co-operation 15, however, cqual
cven to this situation once [ sent an SOS for methylated

spints to a distane village and recerved an odd-lookmg package
retuen. It did not Jook hylated spinits, and I pped
1t1n puzzlement. Instde was 2 pencilnote which deaphered with
difficuley ‘Sorry no methylated spints but am sending you
two pounds of sausages mstcad.”

With 2 view to avoiding the monotony of tinned food I'began
early to expertment with edible fingz, but the results were ot
encouragng, and I have never sucoeeded 1n making them a sub-
stanta] stert of Camusfedrna diet. I possessed two books,
Tepresenung respectively and most decorattvely the cdible and
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considerably more vaneues than existed m both books put
together With these arranged like 4 palette of pastel shades upon
the kicchen table and both slim volumes at hand for consultation
I began eagerly to separate the sheep from the goats Almost at
once however I discovered that every edible species had a
potsonous counterpart whose unsform was so exactly sumilar as

to defy detection At the end of half an hour I gath:r‘cd friend
'

N - I
1 '
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chanterelles delicate orange creatures shaped like toy trumpets
grow 1 enormous profusion under the trees about the hull side
burns but thuu%h an eighteenth~century wnter said of them that
dead men would come to Iife at the taste I have found them
flavourless and msipid thetr beauty but skin deep more appro-
priate to the magic of moss and fern and rushing water than to
the table

As children the members of my famuly were brought up to
regard fung: with a conservative eye and though we gathered
an vast g of horse t we were
taught to believe that puffballs were powsonous  More recently I
have Jearncd that they are not but how they have won the

pr excellence Someumes I wonder whether their adulators have

ever tasted them  Miss Rowena Farre ate them n Seal Morning

1f one may put 1t that way and found them delictous

So the fun}l at Camusfedrna remam for the most pare un-
] - r

ang appreclauve rouchts wiose perceptions are undimmed Hy
attempred 1dentification of theur dect



CHAPTER THREE

I HAD been at Camusfeimna for exght years before I piped water
to the house, before that 1t came from the bum n buckets
Dunng the first years there was a stout stone-picrced bridge
across the burn, and under 1t one could draw water that had not
been fouled by the cattle at thetr ford a ltle lower then, 1
1053, the bridge was swept away by a winter spate and there was
none built again for five years ~In the summer there 1s no more
thana foot or 5o of water among the stones, deepentng to three or
four feer when 1t runs amber-coloured and seemingly motionless
between the alder banks but wedged hugh among the branches
are wads of debns that show the level of its torrential winter
ipam When the gales blow m from the south-west and the
- ) - )

branches ten feet and mare above the stream

After the bnidge had gone, the winter crossing of the burn to
climb the nl) to Druim#iaclach was always perilovs, sometimes
tmpossible 1 stretched a rope berween the alders from bank to
bank, but 1t was slender support, for even when the water was no
more than thigh deep the pure battenng weight of 1t as 1t surged
down from the waterfall would sweep one’s legs from the bottom
and Jeave one clinging to the rope without foothold, feet tratling
seaward,

The parely natural changes that have taken place dunnm
ten years at Camusfedrna ace astorushing - One ss inclined to
of such a landscape as immutable wathout the wtervention of
man, yet 1n these few years the small alterations to the scene have

¢en continuous and progressive The burn has swept the soil
from under 1ts banks so that the alder roots show white and bare,
and some of the trees have fallen, where there are none at them

i side the short green turf has been tunnelled under ¢

3
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water so that 1t falls i and the stream’s bed becomes even wader
and shallower Farther down towards the sea, where the bum
bends round to encircle Camusfedrna, the burrowing of a colony
of sand martuns 1n the sand cliff that 1s 1ts landward bank has had
the same effect, undermining the turf above so that 1t gives
beneath the sheeps’ feer and rolls down to the water’s edge.
Below the sand martns’ burrows 15 now a steep slope of loose
sand where ten years ago 1t was verncal. The sand dunes
between the house and the sea form and re-form, so that their
contour 1s never the same for two years though the glaucous,
rasping marram grass that grows on them mparts an air of staic
permanency The whole structure of these dunes that now
effectively block much of the beach from the house, and madent-
ally afford to 1t some shelter from the southerly gales, 15 1n any
case a thing of recent times for 1am told that when the present
house was built fifty-odd years ago the field stretched flat to the
sea, and the seaward facng wall of the house was left windowless
for that reason

The beach stself wherever the rock does not shelve straight m-
o the sea 3310 constant change too broad belts of shingle appeas
m tl:c sar:d where l}‘mrc was no shingle before, soft stretches of

suns

mE:cnr:l:i wathrfa.lIL tome pcr’thnhe most endunng. symbol of

asleep to 1t dreams with it and wakens to 1t the note changes
with the season from the dull menacing roar of winter mghts to

the lochmcmng of the summer, and 1f I hold a shell to my ear 1t
PO N K AP Ve,

anths among the fern and mosses  In sprmg 1213 loud wath bird
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song from the chaffinches that build therr hichen nests m the
forks of the alders, and abob with wagtails among the stones
This part of the burn 15 *pretty’ rather than beauttful, and 1t
seems to come from nowhere, for the waterfall 1s hidden rol!l‘l,d a
rarmae amdalia en, s - -t P .
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tllcsxnoozh—ﬂowmg, unbroken water the look of spun green glass
For most of the year the waterfall has volume enough for 2
man to stand on 2 ledge between it and the rock and remam
:lm‘?st dry, between oncsc!f‘md the sky ‘xt f;on‘ns a :ushulig,
ol oy om v PRI

whether the water were cold or hot Only when one st?s from
1t again, and the Aying rcy drops tingle on the skin, does the
sensation become one of snow water

It would seem that the waterfall could p=—--= %~=~=
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by year 1ts form differs as a new boulder 15 swept down by the
spates to lodge above its hp, or a tree falls from 1ts precarions
grip on the chiff face above it and jams the doorway of 1ts emer-
gence, or a masstve section of rock breaks away, split by the
prising leverage of slow-growng tree roots,

In spring and autumn the natural decoration surrounding the
waterfall surpasses anything that artifice could achieve, 1n spring
the green banks above the rock are set so thickly wath primroses
that blossom almost touches blossom, and the wild blue hyacmths
spring from among them seemungly without leaf, in late summer
2nd autumn the scarlet rowanbernies flare from the ferned rock
walls, bright agamst the falling white water and the darkness of
the rock.

Tt1s the waterfall, rather than the house, that has always seemed
to me the soul of Camusfearna, and »f there 15 anywhere m the
world to which some part of me may return when I am dead 1t
will be there

If 1t 15 the waterfall that seems the soul of Camusfedma, 1t 15
the burn and the sea that give 1ts essential character, that sparkhm,
stlver that nings the green field and makes 1t almost an 1slan
Below the house the beach 15 long and shelving, the ude running
back at low springs for more than two hundred yards over
alternate stone and sand. There 13 only one thing lackmg at
Camusfeamna, within 1ts narrow compass 1t contans every
attraction but an anchorage ’Eo look down from the hull above

LI S . | A

1nan tha haw and sha

tida aarh ama b thaca comes enl a . 1 1A

thought of those nterminable hauls to and from the water’s edge,
and I bought a lirtle nine-foot flat-bottomed pram that one could
almost prck up  But to have a boat again at all, even that toy,
brought a hankenng to extend one’s range up and down the
coast and over to Skye, and now 1 have two dmghies with out-
board motors, one of them a sturdy Lifeboat’s dinghy of fifteen
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feet, with decked-n bows There are moorings laid 1n the bay
whete the bumn flows out to the sea, and the pram 15 kept drawn
BT R S [ I RO A R

water can become in'a matter of minutes an 1ron~grey menace
ragng in white at the crests of massive waves But the com-
- T tmg to hve at
be unable to
h the nearest
chanamsha il o 1 1 oo -

atfoar drfi ey shv acl wL 300 _3.L 1 e

. i ,
because for all of us the sea’s edge remamns the edge of the un-
Trave Ll L33 1 V4 1LTL N L 23 ande amd ead

gaze some paruial knowledge which ean bue merease i, and 31:

whose eye finds wealth at the sea’s edge There are more shells
than 1 have seen on any other litaral a great host of pamted
bivalves of bewldermg vanety and hue, from coral pmks and
primrose yellows to blues and purples and mother-of-pearl, from
Jewel-Iike fan shells no bigger than a httle fingerail to the great
scallops as brg as 2 side-plate, nutshells and Hebridean atk shells
and pearly top-shells and delicate blush-pik cownes The sand-
Bars and ‘hrachee haruraon tha sctands are furmed of the dic



abeads B utle above ¢he shells, because they eavicl
Yies 2 fMEFEE O whireand pusp! cal 1oose PIEC ' of which
ld e m th \em of  hand put there 27¢ of the
dhat they, form. s brue l2yer 4 On st
summe en the nde wc\\suythcb aches Wb et
e or nppX of wavelet a1 cdge \ floats of
‘on the mENE! % the watet 50 that the s o be &l 21
fowers 35 2 ornamental PO gro’ rer libes deheately
ranched and purple flowers OB the 2 e
clear watet

the greatest auty 2 whelk 18 Jull unt!
scalprurs perfecuon © B th keletad ntneacy,
i

cunnels of e Serpulid abe-worm, S at
even 1 theil simplest forms may 27! eat u!gmt\‘] agmficatits the
symbols of some forgotten phabet and when 2 surface B
duckly encrusted 1t assumes the 2P carance of tindoo cemple
carving OF of Rodun’s “GaTes of Hell' precsse 1% every nOtO%

ex thatt penediction

But above Sl 15 the faneastie “cotounng of the beaches that s
an 1age overg:awm the rnutiac Above the ndehine the gty
yocks ¢ splas cd gonoy:\\ow with dose-growing Tichens and
ath othess of blue-gree® and salmot pok Beneath them 3%
wnd orange-br owns and siennas © wracks the



RING OF BRIGHT WATER 47
l?ussc]-beds. dead-white sand, and water l.hwu%h which one sees
o 1 1 1 FON AP s | sa vt hara

LThc beaches are nich, too, m edible shellfish Besides the

duced many years ago by a former owner of the estate 1 a hetle

etrculac bay almost closed from the sea and no more than twenty

yards across where a trackle of fresh water comes down over the
- . P 1 [

covered where the bed bies 1111515 25 WEL PLLLPY 1us 5 s puce
that by now the calony would have succumbed to my gluttony
T 1..23 1 1 T L 11 T . LN

sa;xd }nrchcs between the weed are rarely unsuccessful A vanety
ofcf 1r 1 o ‘

unc
anc

. et e machm A

rab Tt was not only the enormously long legs and absence ot

not reassuring
T must confess to a shight but perceptible revulsion to

rd
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before they are prepared for eating, greatest i the case of the
sprder ¢rab and 1n diminuendo down to the hermut-crabs that
mhabit empty shells, for their unattracuve nakedness 1s decently
covered 1 someone else’s discarded finery Hermit crabs have
grven rise to some of the few occastons in my adult hife on which
T have laughed out loud when guite alone  Sometimes when
gathening pertwinkles to eat, bucket 1n hand and scooping them
several dozen to a swipe, my attention has been caught by some
monster winkle at the floor of 3 pool, one that would at least
provide a mouthful for a marmoset rather than a mouse Even
as my fingers have broken the surface of the water, shapmg them-
idvcs :;nd%y for capture the shLell. s bll:_ﬂ' s0 acadentally called,
mee Adonl cmsidld o KN i T

mamtan the deception



CHAPTER FOUR

PRING comes late to Camusfedrna  More than one year [

have motored up from the south early m Apnl to become
mmobilized in snowdsifts on the passes twenty mules from 1z, and
0y then the stags are stail at the roadside down the long glen that
eads 1o the sea By nud-April there 1s still no unge of green bud
o the bare birches and rowans nor green underfoot, though there
s often, as when ] first came to Camusfedma, a spell of soft still
weather and clear skies The colours then are predominantly
pale blues, russet browns, and purples, each wath the clanty of
fine enamel, pale blue of sea and sky, the russet of dead bracken
and fern, deep purple-brown of unbudded birch and the paler
violets of the Skye ﬁ)lls and the peaks of Rhum  The landscape 15
it by three whites—the pear} white of the bicch trunks, the dazzle
of the shell-sand beaches, and the soft filtered white of the high
snows The primroses are be; g to flower about the bura
and among the 1sland banks, though all the hugh hulls are snow-
covered and the lambs ace as yet unborn It 1s 2 me that has
brought me, m all too few years, the decp contentment of
knowng that the true spring and summer are stll before me at
Camusfeirna, that 1 shf] the leaf break and the ground be-
Frrna Mol maale fearm the Wulls but for a few

m et T
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4 a3, e e Slenoh en thaie thawino hreeding grounds,

.. - whooper swans’

- . The eder ducks

have arnved to bréed about the shore and the 1slands; they bring

with them that most evacative and haunting of all sounds of the

Hebndean spring and summer, the deep, echomg, wood-wind
croomng of the courting drakes

One by one the breeding bird spectes return to the beaches and
the shands where they were hatched, the sand matins to the sand
c‘hﬂ' at the butn foot, the wheatears to the rabbus burrows m the

- peyen L, L PERE | PO I N | R Y L

scattered with broken shellfish 11 vibrant with the clang of thets
cllmgaadd == Yeo-m bew - o= ORI AV

ee pairs ¢ . . -
and vulturn . al,
segrated sholly on to a neighbounng promontory, beaddly
mustrstfl of the coatse language and predatory predilections of
t{xcu nclghtheun, .m‘f‘l fastly, rot untl well into May, come
KR X FRANIR s 2

steel oar-bear of their wings spnng has almost given place to
By then the col h The purple bisch
By then the colovr everywhere 1s green  The purple birc
tangs are hidden 1n a soft cJoud of ncwg)caf. the cmrcd.palmon&
bitter rods of young bracken have in those shore weeks pushed op
three feet from the ¢arth, and unfurled a canopy of green frond
over the rust of last year’s growth; the leaves of the yellow flag
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s that matgin the burn and the shore form a forest of broad
bayonets, and the wlands, that but for rank rooty patches of
heather growng knee-deep dsobatein April, thered
with a jungle-growth of goose grass and bnar  To me there 15
always somethmg a hule stufling tn ths enveloping green stan,
thusredundant, almost Victonan, drapery over bones that need no
blanketing, and were 1t not for the astringent presence of the sea I
thould find all that verdure as enervating as an Oxford water-
meadow in the depths of summer Perhaps ‘depraved’ 13 the
nghe word after al

Eatly in May comes the recurrent muracle of the elvers’ mugra-
tton from thesea There 13 somethung deeply swe-inspiring about
the sight of any lving creatures m mcomputable numbers, 1t
sury, perhaps, some ataviste chord whose note belongs more
properly to the d1|s!2nt days wheh we were a true part Qf ‘d3c
an abanal L e N

three mches Jong nor thecker than a meat-skewer, steel-blue when
seen from above, but agamnst the ight transparent except for a red
Blahattha il b £ Al pe e cme wd - 1

WP

yetut s dufficult to imagine that there can have been vaster hoards
than reach the Camusfedrna burn, snil more difficult to realze

t these are but a tiny fracuon of the hosts that ate simul-
taneously ascending a mynad other burns

Where the burn flows calm through the level ground therr
armues undulate slowly and purposcfully forward towards the
seemmgly ynsurmountable barmer of the falls, on, above the
brdge, into the stretch where the water rushes and stumbles over
uneven stones, round the rock-twst to the foot of the falls Here,
temporanly daunted or restmg before their assaule upon‘(hc verti-
cal, spray rock face, th gregate almost n the
tock pools, forming a stcclxlue carpet inches deep, dip a bu
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here, and 1t comes up with a greater volume of elvers thn of
water Some mustake the true course of the butn, and follow
stecp trickles leading to aulde-sac pools of spray water, 0 ad
from these (for the muraculous powers of their mulutudes donat
appear to mclude commumcation or deducton), there #*
stmultaneous streatns of ascending and descending elvers, %
the spray-pool stself s filled to the brim with an amlesy
wrthing swarm

To e fnra d cmmabao o T Y orm o sty

. . of
herons who stand there Asccupmg them up \2» the bilkfdh
decumating yet agam, on the verge of their desmation,
remnants of the great concousse that has been travelling &%
pemtously for two years

Butone has not been witness to the long core, as 1t were, of thit
rmighty migration and so 1t 15 1n the elvers’ final ascent of the
that the colossal drtving power of their mstinct becomes mo
appaent to the anlooker - At first, where at the edges of the Bl
the water splashes into shallow stone troughs among the hort=
zontal ledges, the way 15 easy—a few nches of horizontal dlusb
and the elver has reached the next trough But aftera foot or 1%
of this ladder like progression they arc faced exther wath the -
tening fall of white water at therr left or with a smooth b
stretch of rock wall m front, byt every few seconds by hes?
splashes of spray  For a few feet at the bottom of thus wall gro™
2 close shmy fur of waterweed, and among 1ts nfinstesymal e
dnls the elvers twine themselves and begn, very slowly, 10

squrm therr way npwards, forming a vertical closc—P‘ck‘d
o =1 ¢ vorhars pwn fret wida Sans O el

- . e ., w
®

- P

bewildenng numbers, that makes the mund rebel both at ¢
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blind strength of thewr instnct and their inherent power to imple-
ment 1, as though the secret powes-house should be visible

Once above the water-dragpled weed there 15 no fasther
inaidental support for the chmbing elvers, there s yust sheer wet
rock, with whatever ghness their P
bellies may apprehend. They hang there, apparently without
gravity, with an occastonal convulsive movement that seems borm
of desparr, They climb perhaps six mches i an hour, sometumes
slithenng backward the same distance 1 a second, and there are
2 further twelve feet of rock above them

It 15 not possible for more than 2 moment or two to 1dentify

oncs:!fwn any single one of this mass, but there 1s a sense of
PN D N VN ) r () . L -

some, certamnly, surmount the second and third falls too, and 1

Bave seen elvers of that s1ze more than two thousand feet up the

peak where the bum has its source  In perspective, the survival
* rate must be high when compared wath that of spermatozoa.

Only once at Camusfedma have [ seen an?v other hving
creatures 1 numbers to compare with those elvers, but I re~
member the occasion vividly In the warm evenngs of later
summer, when the sunstill flared a finger’s breadthabove the saw=
tooth peaks of the Cuilhin and glowed on the dense red bernes of
the rowans, the MacKinnon children would come down the hdll
no o e s U T

. . -

P
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and the frathery whate stub of his tail would scuff sofily on the
stone floor 1 would go to the open door and listen and Jonme
would st very upright on the stone flags outside, stanng up at
the high sk;{me with his nose twitching and questng, and}

wranld haar nathine b tha en nde af o

sound of wavelets breaking 1n a small tumble of foam along the
* shore; there was the twatter of sand martims hawking flses tn the
still golden aur, the croak of a raven, and gull voices %mm the sea
that stretched away as smooth as white sik to the distant sland of
Eigg lyng across the sea honzon Sometimes there was the
warning thump of a rabbit fram the warren among the dunes
behund the house .

Borizon 1t would be some frve muutes before they had descended
the last and steepest part of the track, crossed the bridge, and come
up over the green grass to the door, and all the tume I would be
wondering what (Ecy had brought—longed-for or lcome
letters, some supplies that I urgently needed, a bottle of goat's

from their mother, or just nothing at all  When 1t was
nothing I was at once relieved and butterly disappomted, for at
Camusfeirna I both resent the wmtrusion of the outside wosld and
crave reassurance of its continued existence

Firm movam e o b sl e .

their cries trom the beach. 1 went out to a scene that 1s as freshin
my mund now as though 1t were hours rather than years that lay
between,
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The sun was very lows the shadow of the house lay long and
dark across the grass and the rushes, while the hill-side above
slowed golden ‘as_though scen through orange tenses The
bracken no longer looked green nor the heather purple, all that
eave back their own colour to the sun were the scarlet rowan-
berries, s vived as venous blood When [ turned to the sea 1t was

oY v v f rL.-m..-L..L_Arngd“

- - - ‘bronze-

. . - hey were

shouting and laughing and dancing and scoopmng up the water

with therr hands, and all the tme as they moved there shot up

fromn the surface where they broke 1t a ghtrenng spray of small

old and silver fish, so dense and brlliant as to blur the outline of

the chuildih figures Tt was as though the boys were the central

décor of u strangely bt Baroque fountain, an! when they bent to

the surface with cupped hands a new jet of sparks flew upward

whete thewr arms submerged, and fclf back 1 botle, dazzling
cascade

‘When § reached the water myself 1t was ke wadm% m silver
treacle, our bare legs pushed agamst the pached mass o Tirtde fish
asagamst 2 solid and reluctantly yrelding obstacle To scoop and
to scarter them, to shout and to laugh, were as irresist e as
lhou(f',h we were treasure huntess of old who had stumbled upon
P AR A Mew e Mecoar diamindg about s lke

w4 saw LLAL 4 AUDATEd y“ﬂs out the surtace was LuLued vy
Burrtes of mackerel whose darting shoals made a sputtes of spray
on the smooth swell of the mcomung ti¢ .
22wy
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dnven the fry headlong before them into the narrow bay and
held them there, but now the pursuers too were unable to go
back. They were in turn harrted from seaward by a school of
porpouses who cruised the outermost himut of thetr shoals, dnvmg
them farther and farther towards the shore Hunter and hunte

pushed the herrmg soil ever imward to the sand, and at Iength
every wavelet broie on the beach with a tumble of silver sprats
1 wondered that the porpoises had not long since glune:r and
gone; then I'saw that, Ylkc the fry and the mackerel that had pur-
sued them tnto the bay, the porpoises” return to the open waters
&f lhf sjound was cut off . Beyond them, b‘]ackra%m?‘s: ll‘he

The sun went down behind the Cuillin and the water grew
cold and the tide crawled grey up the beach, clogged with 15
helpless burden of fish, and long after the distance had become too
dim to see the keller’s fin we could hear the putter of the rushing
mackere] a5 they moved nn with the nde  When 1t was nearly
dark we fetched buckets and dipped them 1 the sea’s edge, they
came up heavy 1n our hands, full not of water but of thumb-
length fish

In the moming 1t was dead low tide, and the sea, as sull as 2
mountain tarn s far as the eye could reach, had gone back some
r:\ ° hufdrid yaxd’s Z'hc udoj—wr:ck of hy, $h-wazcr mark lay ight

t . - .
motianlate minnan caved € TLL L 1L 1 L L0 dhaaleme

heaven sends bounty 1t too often sends m&notony. The first meal
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of fried whitebast had the delight of novelty and of windfall, akin
10 the pleasure that for the first few days I take i some humble
but new treasure harvested from the shore after gales, the second
bad fost ke, but the sixth and seventh were cloying, while
there were still three buckets full Jonme, who entertained an
unnatural passion for fish of all kinds, ate more than I did, but the
level m the buckets seemed never to dummush, a guest came to
stay, and we made them mto fish-cskes and fsh-pies, mto
kedgetees and fish-soups, mto cutries and savourtes, unul at lase
one meraiful mormung they began to smell Then we used them
to batt the lobster-pots, but after a while even the lobsters seemed
to grow weary of them

It 5o happened that about that time 1 made one of my rare
shopping 1ouneys to Inverness The second item on the hotel
luncheon menu was fried whitebart, and the dinmg-room was
nich with the once-appetizing aroma [ left that horel as might
one who had pereetved a corpse beneath his table and 1t was
some two years before I could eat whitebait agan




CHAPTER FIVE
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ite smaller members of the whale tnibe are a feature of every
Tsummcr at Camusfeima  Sometimes the great whales, the
Blue and the Rorquals, pass majestically xhwugi the Sound be-
[ T S WA S AR ARG (IO WY AP 7
Of all se creatures whales hold for me a particular fascmauon,
stemmung, perhaps, from the knowledge of therr enormously
d:ve'l?pcd b.m?s coupled with the unguessable, pressing, mujfﬂ

number of people who, because of the superficral sumtanties of
bulk and habrtat, confuse them with the great sharks whose
bratas are sninute and rudimentary - Although from eatly times
whaling men have had strange tales to tcl% of their quarty’s
extraordinary mental powers 1t 15 only comparatively recently
that these things have become accepted facr. The Amencan
‘occanariums” have allowed their porpose and dolphin mmatesto
teveal themselves as haghly telligent, amuable, and playfi

personalities who evince an unexpected destre to please and co=
operate with buman beings  They will play ball games wath theit
attendants, come up out of the water to greet them, and revicvé



RING OF BRIGHT WATER 59

wth obvious pleasure ladies” handbags 2nd kindred obyects that
bave acadentally fallen 1nto thesr un.E.s They ate also capable of
un?;suomblc altrism to one another, Iike many anumals but
perhaps even more than most, thetr behaviour compares very
favourably with that of the human species Yet for the ol n the
blubber that msulates them from the cold of polar seas man has
from the earltest days reserved for the whales the most brutal and
;g:h-mzmg death 1n hisarmoury, the harpoon buried deep n bving

Untl very lately zoologists held that whales were dumb, and
both the system of cummunication that made possible concerted
action by widely separated individuals, and the *sixth sense’ by
winch they could detect the presence of objects n water too
mucky for vision, remamed undiscovered. We have long
e + amear = than that the senses by whi

only now beginming to approach methods of perception that the
whales have :Iways%)wncP as thex burthght Notonly can they
water recording devices have now also establisped that meuibLLy
of the whale tribe keep up an almost continyal convetsational
. . g 1ot s e enllom of ever uttered
sed that they were
dumb Ifa whale's cry of pam when struck with a harpoon bad
been audible 1¢ 15 ust possible, but only yust, that man wiould
have felt more seli-hatred n thesr slaughter, though the sight of
w0 adult whales frymng to keep the blow-hole of a wounded alf
above water has faled £o change the attitude of whaler to whale
It 13 not, of course, easy for the casual shoge visitor or boat
Ppassenger to deduce from the discreet, momentanly-ghmpsed
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of a porporse all these complex and sumulating attributes of its
owner, surprsingly few people, in fact appear even to know

that a porpose 15 2 whale
The porporses, six-foot lengths of sturdy grace, are the com-
monest of all the whale visitors to the Camusfeirna bay Unbke
the rumbustious dolphuns they are shy, retinng creatures, and one
requires letsure and patience to see more of them than that hetle
hooked fin that looll:s as of 1t were set on the arcumference of 2
slowly-revolving wheel, lessure to ship the oars and remam
motionless and patience to allow curiosity to avercome timrdity
Then the porposes will blow nght alongside the boat, with a
httle gasp that seems of shocked surpmse, and at these close
quarters the wondening mquisitiveness of thewr eyes shows a5
plamly as 1t can 1 2 human face a child’s face as yet unmhibited
agamnst the display of emotion The face like the faces of all
whales but the Jaller appears good-humoured, even bonhomous
But they will not stay to be stared at, and after that z‘uu:k &P
L PR X

the 4 acrannd 1
o

a whole week m the Camusfeirna bay and they would seem
almost to hang about waiting for the boat to come out and play
with them  They never leapt and sported unless the human
audience was close at hand, but when we were out among them
with the outboard motor they would play thetr own rollickng
and hilarious games of lude-and-seek with us, and a sort of
aquatic blind-man s-buff 1 which we m the boat were all too
hiterally blind 1o them, and a target for whatever surprises they
coulddevise The begnming followed an invariable routme, they
would lead, close-packed, their fins thrusting from the water
with a long powerful forward surge every five or ten secon
and we would follow to sec how close we could get to them.
When we were within fifty feet or so there would be 2 sudden
silence while, unseen, they swooped back under the boat to
reappear dead astern of us* Sometumes they would reman sub-
merged for many munutes, and we would cut the engine an
wast. This was the dolphuns’ moment  As long as 1 Live, and
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T L1 111 et o s e[ ohall camamber the
at the very boat’s side At the time 1t gave me a déyd-vu sensation
'Jut| 1 could not place, aficrwards I realized that 1t rca.l{cd m;-

Torae H . € s semearke ~vackere the
from the waves *

In this school of dolphins there were some half 2 dozen calves,
not more than four or five feet long as agamst therr parents’
twelve The calves would keep close alongside therr mothers’
fanks—the right hand side always—and I noticed that when the
mothers leapt they kept their acrobattes stnctly within the
capabilittes of their offspring, ismg no more than half the hexght
of those unencumbered by children

The members of this school of dolphms spoke with voices
perfectly audible to human ears rarely when they were very
close to the boat, but usually when they were heading straight
away at a distance of a hundred yards or two  As they broke the
surface with that strong forward-thrusung movement, One Of
more of thetr number would produce something becween a shnll
whistle and 2 squeak, on a smgle note held for perhaps two
seconds It seems strange that I can find no written recor of any
Wh;};:-sound as plamnly and even obtrusively audible above water
as ths

Tougrs % g
The Russo’s Grampus of more properly Risso s Dolphin a few

feet larger than the Botcle-nose visies Camusfearna bay mn the
summer too but whereas i the shark fishery days [ used to
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decorous almost always cows with small eubby calves mtent on
the serious bustness of fecding and avording danger  They would
not allow the boat nearly as close to them as would the other
dolphins unltke whom they seemed to resent human presence
a.ndp would soon leave the bay altogether 1f frequently followed.
Contrary to tformation contamed in the majority of text=
books 1 which Russo s dolphin 1s deseribed as a ranity atsm
fact the commonest of all the lesser whales to visit the Hebridesm
summer During my years i the shark fishery when our chief
catcher the Sea Leopard would crutse day-long mn search of
different shape of fin 1t was a rare week 1n which we had not met
with half a sozcn schools of them As with most other species
of whale the fishermen have therr own names for them names
that they to the conft of an eng sclentist
use to describe several separate species so that 1t 1s only by the
comparatively very rare strandings of individual whales that the
presence of a species becomes established  The ring net men
Resso's dolphin lowpers or dunters words denving from the
habit of seemmgly ammless and random leaping  Netther Risso’s
nor the Bottle-nosed dolphuns travel as do the white-sided and
common dolphins by a scries of long leaps low over the waves
both seem to jump only when they are at lessure and frolicking
In fact 1t 15 not casy for an eye with any practice to confuse the
fin of Russo s dolphin with anv other than that of a cow Kuller
whale  Cow 15 a strange feminine noun to give to the most
ternible animal 1n the sea bull 15 litele better for her butcher
mate but the forms are fixed by long usage and must stand
Imaginations have stramed to find a simile from land ammals the
Killer has been called the wolf of the sea, the uger of the sea the
hyena of the sea but ncnctof these 15 r:aﬂy apt and probably
1 L

lae manba oo 1

contents produce so immedate an 1mage that they will erhaps
bear one more repetition  That pattieular Kaller was found to
contam no fewer than thirteen porporscs and fourteen seals A
gargantuan meal, one would say for a leviathan yet by com-
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pacuson with the great whales the Kaller 15 a small beast, the bull
no more than twenty-five feet overal] and the cow a mere
fifteen, while an adult porpoise 15 six feet long and the average
among the seal species hittle less  Killers hunt m packs, and pot
even the great wgulcs themselves are safe from rgcrn. the pack
goes for the mughty tongue which 1n 1tself may weigh a ton_and
when 1t1s torn out the gant bleeds to death w{lulc the Klllfxs Fec:l.

Betom A 1 a1 1 43 da o L sbaen cha

-re are other
- CE the eyprcal
WOTK Ot ller 1n kllitng Mooy Ui Aaysacs « i€ s o ithouse men
fave told me how they have seen the Killers slash seals for sport
and not for food, md‘{czve them matmed and dying among the
CITes
AKiller ot two comes every year to Camusfedrma, but they do
not linger, and 1f they did 1 would compass their deaths by any
means that I could, for they banish the other sea hife from m
surroundings, also, 1 do not care to be among them 1n a small
boat. There are many tales, but few, if any authenticated se-
cords, of therr attacking human beings, however 1 do not want
tobe the first, Last year a single bull terrorized the ey harbour
of the Isle of Canna the summer through John Lorne-Campbell
shared my aversion to bemg a guinca pig for diewary reseasch

away, and 1 daresay my advice did not seem as sound and con-
structye on Canna s 1t did to me at Camusfedrma

No strange sea monster has ever come my way since I have
been here though sn the summer of 1959 there was something
not eastly exphcable close by It was secn b%' ‘ex Geddes, once
Bare ' T Ll 3073 Ce €L Boe sc anlnow
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On Sunday 13th September, he took this visitor, a Mr Gavin,
an engneer from Hertfordshire, to fish for mackerel off the
southern tip of Soay It was a hot, flat-calm day, with eve:
object at the sea’s surface visible for mules At abont four o’clod
1 the afternoon Mr Gavin drew Tex's attention to a large black
object about a mule away 1 the direction of Loch Slapmn  The
mackerel were playing on the surface and makng the sea botl alt
round the boat, so Tex did not at first take any notice, and went
on fishing, facing 1n the opposite direction. The object, however,
drew steadily nearer, and at length both men stopped fishing 1
order to watch 1t When 1t was some two hundred yards away
Tex noticed a party of five Killer whales not far off in the direc-
tion of the sand of Rhum. Tex trusts Killers no more than 1do;
1n the words of his letrer to me the next day ‘I was not sure what
kund of 2 thing this wes that was slowly making up on us—it
certamndy did not look hke a Killer, but nevertheless 1 was not
over thrilled
As 1t drew near, he first thought that 1t was a tortowse or 2
turtle, but as 1t came abreast of the boat he changed his min
The head of the creature was about two-and-a-half feet out of the
water, 2 head that had ‘two huge round eyes like apples’, and
pleeMam D3 1 a o1 R - LR
1l -
n - .
The mouth opened and shut thythmicatly, showing a red intentor
and emutting a wheezing sound that remnded Tex of a cow with
leurisy He could see neicher nostnls nor ears  Some two feet
hind the head the back showed, higher than the head, and exght
feet or more long, 1¢ rose steeply to a gradual fall aft, dark brown,
but not as dark as the head. This back was not smooth but ‘rose
out of the water hke the Culln hlls’, as Tex wrote n hus ketter
to me the next day  The impression, he said, was of an ammal
‘weighing some five tons
At 1ts nearest pomt the creature was no more than fifteen or
. x

. PO
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andmn such deal conduttons of visibality and proximaty 1t would be
difficult for exther or both men to have been vicms of optical
dlston It 15 not, mnadenally, the first tale, or even the second,
of monsters in the vianity of Soa

My old guarry the Baskin, Sh:nx(s T have seen but scldom since
they ceased to be my bread and butter, or rather my quest for
breadand butter The first Basking Shark wath which Iever came

to gnips, sixteen crowded years ago was, by a strange comcdence,
Just out to sea from Camusfedrna highthouse, but i the ten years
‘on and off that I have lived here snce, [ have only scen sharks on
a bare half-dozen occasions, and most of them a long way o

No doubt they have often been showing at imes when I was not
there tosec them  Only once have I seen them right close mshore,
and then they were bemg hunted by my successors 1 had been
siting up all mght wath my dog Jonme, who wasat the very edge
of death, and T was too crushed with sadness and wearuness to

v

recovertes seem no longer related m sequence 1 had been m
M PRt I Ctetace wael oprnl
not well,
he wasa
dog of cnormous strength, but he was growing old, and bus
heart was not 2 young dog’s heart
At the end of one desprrine moht sitting withhumat
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fiaclach, Morag relieved me afier she had seen to her famly's
watits, and [ set off down the hll for Camusfedmna, dazed and
unhappy and longin desperately to getinto bed andsleep ' When
Tcametn tha naet afehaemal oL 0t 1 1 Ry -1

Y AL s Ll Ll LY Was 3 Tingiier boat trom Mailug, ticte
was a storm of thrashung spray about her bows, and from the gan
10 ber stem dnfted a thin haze of cordute smoke A httle farther
out to sea were showing the vast dorsal fins of two more sharks,
Isaw the white water at the boat’s bows subside as the harpooned
shack sounded, and 1 sat and watched the whole famdiar pro-
cedure as they got the winches started and hauled for halfan hour
before they had hum back at the surface, I saw that great six-foot
tail break water and lash and slam the boat’s sides while they
struggled, as I had struggled so often before, 1o lasso the wildly
lunging target, I saw 1 captured and made fast—yet because of
my own state of exhaustion and preoccupation the whole scen
was utterly without meamng to me, :mf 1 had no moment of
mental parucn{anon while the small figures of the crew scurmed
abous the deck m putsuance of 2 routine that had once been my

?“.I}’ I:fc Y:t at other ttmes, when I have watched through the
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Though Jonme survived pneumonia to become seemmgly 23
strong as before, the wniting was on the wall A few months
fatee he developed eancer of the rectum, and while 1t was, I think,
oanle Ll Tl Lnaw a dnom nf srant ooy and cleanl=

. t.

. g

MacKinnon, to whom he accorded a devonon no less than to

myself, but when I came back after months of absence he would

gomad with joy like a puppy and lead the way down the path to

Camusfedrna as 1f L had never left 1t But 1¢ was with Morag that

be died ac Last, for I was too cowardly to travel north and watch
my old friend kalled, 23 i all humamty he had to be

Camusfedma 1s 2 very Jong way from a ver , the nearest, 1
fict, 15 on the Ishand of Skye, nearly fifty miles sway by road and
ferry-boat When he visited Jonne that winter of 1954 be sard
that the disea ' v '-
1t came woul
the rectum.

SUVIVIDE what WOWU NOW DE 2 LLJUL UPLLAUULL by se veas
mnsistent that action must be taken at once esther to end Jonme's
M orto prolong 1t

no car with me that year, so [ hired one for the whole
Journey, to wate durmng the operation and to bring me back at
mght, ‘esther alone or with what I was warned would m any
event be an unconscious dog l;]gﬂme loved car journeys, and he

was enthusiastic to start on this one, as we bumgcd over the
_____ ¢ oSO EE I ta o

ada . .. v L ek Loaloneand

s v le-helptoave
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bumselfindoors, so that he had to be carmed outside tn that bitter
weather and supported to heep hum upright while one or other
of us screened him with g blanket from the wand and the snow.

Jonme recovered from the operation as only a dog of his
tremendous physique could do, and for stx months hus prime was
miraculously restored, but 1 the autumn the cancer came back,
a0 this tume 1c was tmoperable  Morag wrote to tell me of this,
mld‘m‘ask my assent to hus death before the pam should start and

tomure to Morag, but, werghed down at the ume by a bitter
boman loss, Ilacked the conrage to 20 north and take an active

d1n things myself Yonme recerved the vet with enthustasm,
and Moo meddlad 1a20 L.l . I T S
He | - -
wa -
Morag had gtven her heart o Jonme as she had to no other amumal
1 her fe, and for her that moment of berrayal must have been
Uke dearh yeself

ve never had anather dog since Jonnte 1 have not wanted

on¢, ad shall not, perhaps, unts] 1am 6f an age thas would not be
ongennal to an active dog
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lochan’s surface All through the mght I heard their restless
e T T LA vans ek sy

calling awoke me as they gathered to take fight, and as they flew
southward [ watched the white pulse of their wings until Icould
sce them no longer  To me they were a symbol, for 1 was saying
good-bye 1o Soay, that had been my ssland.

Winters at Camusfcrna vary as they do elsewhere, but at ther
worst they are very bad mdecz When one gets up in darkness to
the lashing of ram on the window-panes and the roar of the water-
fall risimg even above the how! of wind and tide, when the green
field 15 scattered wich wade pools that ate 1 part floodwater but
1 pare the overspill of waves whose sprzﬁ batters the house
uself, when day by day the bricf hours of light are filled with
dark scudding c{ouds and blown spmdnft from the crashwg shore,
one begins to know the meaning of an 1solation that i summer
seenied no more than an empty word.

The burn fills and runs ramping high through the trunks and
limbs of the alders, carrying racng masses of debns that lodge
among therr branches, and throu§h the roaring of 1ts passage
R 1 . CamiTen hsrmn no honlders swept
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the burn was full, to braving that crazy crossing clinging to 2
stretched rope was the long route to Druimftaclach by the neas
side of 1ts course, more than two mules of steep ground and sodden
peatbog  Suice the gales tear n from the south-west, funneling
themselves between the Hebsidean islands mnto demomac fury,
the wind 1s usually at one’s back on the upward journey, but1tss
m one’s face commg down and there have been mights returming
from Druimfiaclach, torchless and 1n utter darkness, when I have
'1.1kcn to my hands and knees to avoid bemg swept away like 2
eaf

There 15, of course, another side to the picture, the boght log
fire whose flames are reflected on the pie-panelled walls, the
warmth and nursery security of that ketchen sitting-room wi
the steady reassuring huss of 1ts Talley lamps as a foreground sound
to the tumult of sea and sky without, and, 1n the old days, Jonme
asleep conventionally on the hearth rug  But Jonme was gone,
and all too often the other pigments, as 1t were, for thus preture
were lacking too  The supply of paraffin would run out during
the short di.rk days, candles became unobtamable within 2
hundred road mules, there was not space to store enough dry
wood to keep the house heated Unul thrs year, when mstalled
a Calor gas stove, I cooked entirely by Primus, requining both
methylated spiruts and paraffin, and when the house was without
esther and 1t would require an hour to coax a kettle to the bod
over a fire of wet wood, there have been days when a kind o
apathy would settle down upon me, days when 1 would rather
creep back to bed than face the physical difficulties of life awake
“When stores do arrive they have still to be lugged down the hull
frc:m Dxuvxmgadach, a long stumbling jourmnry with an unj

PP S A 1L e

sea mself

Sometimes there 1s snow, though 1t rarely lies deep at Camus-
fearna nself, as the house can be no more than six feet above sca-
level. But [ remember one winter when 1t did, and 1t lay thick
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tound the house and came swirking m gusulv from the sea on the

morming that T had to depart for the south Ileft the house before

dawn to catch the mart Land Rover at Druimfiaclach the dark-
A RS T R O TR

et wam v ~he A g eny

was low, frozen far up 1ts course on the snow peak and I had
thought that with the aid of the rope I should be able to ford 1tin
long seamen’s thigh-boots 1 saw my mustake when I reached 1t,
but with a hundredweight or so of luggage on my back I pre-
ferred to try rather than to take the long route round through the
EOgs Both‘ my b'oots filled 1n the LEu'st cou?lf of yzr:!s but the

o are

far side of the butn 1 sat down and emptied my boots of a full

drum e la ., vl wp. T . 1ot o Lab cmiha

a swithng, flurrying blizzard of wind and snowflakes that spun
me round m unsteady pirouettes and lefe me dizzy and durection=
ess

| For all the hundreds of tunes that [ had travelled thus path 1

falls 1 the gorge I had always been fughtened of a stranger
slipping down tEnt precipicen the datk_now Lwasso h‘t‘)pclesslz

on boulders ludden by the snow and the weight onmy
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casually t0 Wilfted soon after the outset of pur joumey, and he,
as casually, had replied that I had berter get one m the Tigns
marshes before I care home, for there they wese as common as
mosqutoes, and were often tamed by the Araby

We spent the better part of those two months squatying cross~
legged 1 the bottom of a tarada or was cano, travelling 1n a

y, timefess way berween the scattered reed-buile villages of
the great delta marsh both west of the Tigns and between the
tiver and the Persian frontier, and towards the end of our journey
1 acquire an otter cub
. fets difficult to find new words m which to tell of happen-
ings that one has already described, if one has done one’s best the

t e one can only go worse on the second attempt, when the

hness of the tmage has faded, and that must he my excuse and
2pology for quoting here part of what 1 wrote of that otter cub,
C soon afterwards, that and the fact that she 1s an integral
and sndsspensable part of my narrative

We wese sittng after datk m a mudhyf, or sheikh's guest house,
on a mud 1sland 1n the marshes, and T was brooding over
dfﬁn%\;cnty of the chatelaine, a bossy old harridan of 4 woman
who had sngered me

"I telt an unreasonable hatred for that witless woman with her
show of bustle and competence, and contempt that not even her
avance fiad mastered her stupidity  Thinking of these things, [
as 00t trying to ynderstand the convessanon sround me when
the words “celb mar™ canght my ear “What was that about
Otters™ 1 asked Thesiger

* Y think we've got you that otter cub you said you wzn:cr‘l.
This feflow comes from that village half a rule away, be sayshe's
bad one for about ten da}(x Very suiall and stcks milk from a
bottle Do you want it?”

“Th otter’s owner sad he would ferch 1t and be back in balk an
Bourarso He got up and weat out, through the entrance of the
mudhif § could see his canoe glde away silently aver the star
teflecting water e

‘Presently he returmed carrying the cub, came across tnto z‘:
firelight and put ¢ down on my knee as I sat cross-legged ¥
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called her Chahaly afier the nver we had left the day before, and
because those syllables wete the nearess one could watse to the

sound of her sleeping cry
Tslept firfully chat maght, all the pi-dogs of Dibin seemed to
katmy eary and [ dared not i any case let myself fall mto too
sound a sfeep lest I should crush Chahala, who now souggled i
my armpie Like all ottess, she was house tramed” from the
b‘gmmni and 1 fad made things casy for her by layg my
slecping bag agaist the wall of the mudlif s that sge could step
- A} 1 anl came

centration, a tny yellow caterpillar ‘of excrement Having
mspected this wath evident satsstaction of a yob well depe she
would clamber up sy shoulder and chutter gently for het bortle
Thss she preferred ta drnk lymg on her back and holding the
bottle beeween her paws as do bear cubs and when she had
fimshed sucking she would fall sound asleep wich the teat sull
ber mouth and 2 beatfic expression on her baby face
‘She accepted me as her parent from the moment that she first
£ll asleep 1 my pullover, and never once did she show fear of
¢ s U L ¢ caw vanethar] fuled her forl
' her mother and
- -1 ! - . = Meanwhile this
tragedy, so small but so complete threw no shadow on her brief
Lfc, and as the days went by she learned to know her name and

o or oy

gt o

Arabs called her my datghter, and used to ask e woer 4 1y
Tast gaven her su

I soon found that she was restnctive of movement and
sty Carried babitually mside my pullover, she made
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Tooking up at me pathettcally, and when I picked ber up agam
she mstantly sought the warm darkness mside my pollover

“We magc an hour's journey through ﬂcw:r-cﬁokcd watet=
ways m Jow green marsh, and stopped at anothes big wsland
willage. Tt was plam to me when we landed that Chahala was
dLyu:g "She was weak but restless, and mside the house she sou%ht
KA P o

RIS R MY B

= 1 € = avarh no cha had

[ P v e

bours when Thesiger came 1n from doctoning  Better get out
for a bit” he swd. “Tll keep an cye on her Is bell for you
sittng 1n here all the time, and you can’t do her any good. This
s your last marsh vallage, and you may never see another

T went out, and remembered things that T had wanted to
photograph and always postponed. Then 1 found that the shutter
of my camera was broken, and I went back mnto the house

“We left an hour later When [ felt the warmh of
next to my shurt agamn 1 felt a moment’s spurious comfort that
Shcwouldﬂve,but she wouldnot stay there. She chmbed outwith
astrength that surprised me, and stretched herself; rcsdcsslz on the
4 r (e 1 1 0 - b ofa ey bnescto
atsheslept anda few seconds afier that Isaw a shuver run througs
her body 1 put my hand on her and felt the strange ngidaty that
comes in the mstant following death, then she became Tinp under
my touch.

“She’s dead,” Isd. Isaxd 1t 1n Arabc, so that the boys would

stop paddling

“Thesger said, “Are you sure?” and the boys stared unb?
hevngly “Quute dead?” they asked it agan and agam.
handed her to Thcs:gcr, the bocgy drooped from s hands likea
mnmature fur stole, *Yes,” he said, “she’s dead™ He threw the
2w —3
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*“Come on,” said Thesger “Ru-hu-Ro-hu!” bu the boy
sat mottonless, starmg at the small corpse and at me, and Thesi
angry with them before they would move. Amarakepton
%:‘l:mg back from the bows until at last we rounded the comef
ofa reed-bed and she was out or sight.
¢ sun shone on the white flowers, the blue kingfishers
linted low over them and the eagles wheeled overhead on i
Iue sky, but all of these seemed less bving for me than
wras dead. 1 told myself that she was only one of thousands like
herin these marshes, thataress; d wth the five-pomnted trdent,
or shot, or taken as cubs to dic slowly m more callous captvitys
but she was dead and Fwas desolate, The fault lay with whoevet
- Loir 1

PR N MR | R 7t e cn hamnld

motives that in me Were consaous.”

1 fretted miserably over the death of Chahala, for she had con-
vinced me neterly that 1 was an otter that I wanted as 2n
companton at Camusfedma, and I felt that 1 had had my chance
and wasted st It was not unti long aferwards that the probable
cause of her death struck me. The Marsh Arabs drug wilt
digazabis concealed i shnimp bast, and w hereas the haman syster.
or that of an adult Buff-backed Heron, might find the minut®
dose mnocuous, the same quanuty might be fatal ¢o as yousg 2
craature as Chahala.

1 had no more tume 1n the marshes, Wilfted and I were 10
spend a few days m Basra before gomng on to pass the eatl
summer :moniktte pastoral tribes. But Chahala's death, wht
seemed to me an end, was m face a beginning



PART I

Living with Otters






CHAPTER SEVEN

THE might that Chahala died we reached Al Azarr, Ezra’s
tomb, on the Tigns, From there Wilfred Thestger and I'were
both goung to Basra to collect and answer our mail from Europe
before setung off together agam At the Consulate-General at
Basta we found that Wilfred's mal had arrived but that mmne had
ot

‘T eabled to England, and when, three days later, nothing had
happened, Ttried to tclcph(inc ‘E&xeuﬂbzd to E:e b?akfd ewenty-

wadm i i A R i

forr ha o b
h -
r
I N R € =1 o - dacarnnd tha svehanoe was
- as an-
- - Nebr's

mudhif 1 3 Week s time, and ne lete.

“Tvo days before the date of our rendezvous I returned to the
Consulate-General late 1n the afternoon, after several houss’
absence, to find that my matl bad asnved. I carried 1t to my
bedroom to read, and there squatting on the floor were two
Marsh Arabs, beside them lay 3 sack that squirmed from time to
time,

‘They handed me  note from Thessger *“Here 15 your otter, a
male and weaned 1 feel you may want to take 1t to London—at
would be 2 handful in the tarada Tt 1s the one 1 ungl;ul?' l}sud

- * s e daad Gue

With the opening of that sack began a phase of my lite thatn

e essential s:use hfs not yet cnd:dg::d may, for all [ know, not
end before [ do 1t 15, 1 effect, a thraldom to otters an ¢
fixation, that [ have since found to be shared by most
people who have ever owned one.
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The creature that emerged, not greatly disconcerted, from this
sack on to the spactous tiled floor of the Consulate bedroom ch'é
. [ N v T e

v - | ' I v
. ' | 1 o
armotr, between whose tips was vistble 2 soft velvet fur like that
of a chocolate-brown mole He shook himself, and I half
expected this agg! flage to disttegrate mto a cloud o
dust, but 1t rematned unaffected by his manoeuvre, and 1 fact 8
was not for another month that  contrived to remove the last of
1t and see hum as 1t were n his true colours
Yet even on thas fisst day I recognized that he was an orter of
a species that 1 had never seen m the flesh resembling only 2
cutious otter skin that I had bought from the Arabs 1 one of the
marsh villages Mugbil as I called the new otter_after 3 sheikh
wath w};nm we had recently been staymg and whose name b
— A 1 - oo .

+ arcumstance, Y:XhAPS mfluenced on my side the mtensity
of the emotonal relationship between us for T became, dutmg
a year of his constant and violently affectionate compamonship
fonder of hum than of almost any Zuma.n being, and to write of
Tum m the past tense makes me feel as desolate as one who ba$
1055 an only'chﬂd For a year and five days he was about my bed

! hd * now have

- there will

For the fref frenftafn ohia w8 L1o wait baelanar

SULLL PULLIOLS UL Uit 48 d1€ uiedible to humans  [he Lousu”
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General sent out a servant to buy fish, but the servant’s return

comaded with a visit from Robert Angorly, a Brinsh-educated

Chnstian Iraqi who was the Crown Prince’s game warden and

entertamed a passionate tnterest in natural history Angnrl¥ told

v uNA s e Fe

an

ba

& - . .

supply of fish that had been taken with nets, and thereafter he

brought every day half'a dozen or so small reddush fish from the

Tigns e cre t 0 o T e
e

stck of . . . .

band side of the jaw alternating with five runches on the nght

and had invited me to 2 day’s duck shooting on the Crown
Pance’s fabulous marshes, an experience that nobody can ever
Bave agaw, for now the hated Crown Prnce ts as dead as onlya
mob gone berserk could make him, and of my friend Angorly,
whom T cannot believe ever to have taken much mterest in any-
thing polittcal there has been no wazd smee the revolution

Of the duck shoot my most endurtmg memory 15 of a great
L " oAt ahes o horroand of

ever killed many from that butt he was a better man than 11
stood quite alone m a great waste of unbroken water that
stretched away for a mile or more m all directions, s sides were
10 more than waist hugh and i the centre of it wasa wo'odc‘n

two hundred yards 1was the cynosuse of every bird s+
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bum, and, withn i, a bughenetted sesmus court, In thus enclosure I
ablisted afer a few ‘%JY’ that he would follow me withour a
ead and come to me when 1 called Ins name By the end of a
week he Bad accentad wan « oal s o L h .

w

d
Bavuuay Play atrer they are adult, they are’ concerned with
g, sfeepng, or procreating, or with the means to one or
of these ends But orters are one of the few exce tons to
Husrule, nght through thess lrves they spend much of their time
 play that does not even tequire a pasther In the wild state
<y will phy alone for hotrs with any conventent fcatng
object wn the water, pulling 1t down to let 1t bob up agamn, or
wing it with a jerk of 51: head so that 1t lands with a splash
and becomes 5 q o be pursued. No doubt i their holts
they he oy theum and play, too, as my otters have, with
sziall obects that they can mﬁ between thewr paws and pass from
Bl 15 palm, for at Camusfedrna alf the sea holts contamn 2
K:ffm‘on of m‘xﬂall shells and round stones that can only have

2eck, to 2 surpriong height and distance These games he would
Play exther by humself or with me, but the really steady play of an
otter, the tune-filling play bom of a sense of well-bemg and 2 full
Stontach, seems 1o e to be when the otter Lies on sts back and
Juggles wieh small objects between 115 paws This they do with
ﬂdt: extraordinanly concentrated absorption amci_k’ rlex:l:my-h :
as thot
2 o e g o prfic some ek, hongh

With Sforepaws upstretched, Tolung them LULWELL sus
Tunutes on eng
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postponable prospect of My to England, and to
Bus ultimate dcsl:xmg:m, Camusfdma B 0J AC. vgvould not fly
Iivestock at all, and there was then no other lne to London.
Funally 1 booked a Trans-World flight to Pans, with a doubtful
Aur France booking on the same evening to London. Trans-
World msisted that My should be packed 1nto a box of not more
than esghteen inches square, and that this box must be personal
luggage, to be carmied on the foor at my feet

A e Lad - e —avtiane o herla avee a font long

acquamtance, The box was delivered on the afternoon betore my
departure onag 15 pm flight Itwaszine-hned, and divided mto
two compartments, one for sleeping and one for the relief of
nature, and 1¢ appeared to my mexpenenced eye as nearly 1deal
as could be contrived
Dunner was at eight, and I thought that 1t would be as well to
ut My mnto the box an hour before we left, so that fie would
ome accustomed to 1t before the joltmg of the journey lz‘cj;m
to upset lum 1 manocuvred him wito 1t, not without difficulty,
‘"il e seemed peaceful when 1 left im 1n the dark for 2 hurried
m

But when I returned, wath only barcly tme for the Consulate
car to reach the awrport for the fhght, I was confronted with an
appalling spectacle There was complete silence from nside the
box, but from s arholes and the chiunks around the hinged 1id,
blood had trickled and dried on the white wood. 1 whipped off
the padlock and tore open the lid, and My, exhausted and blood-
s 1 b ceadond it en b in my lee Hchzdéahr::

. e

. walls
fit, s0

that there were no cutting edges left, 1t was just zcn'mn;uus :m(l::
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myself to do 1t, slammung the hd down on my fingers as 1
closed 1t before he could make his escape  Then began a journcy

the like of which T hope I shall never know agan
T sat 1n the back of the car with the box beside me as the Arsb
dnver tore through the streets of Basra like a nicocheting bullet.
Donkeys reared, 1c¥cles swerved wildly, out mn the suburbs
1 Yome £ 23w aeend cne ave nffhicht

'
Exactly as we drew to a screechmg stop before the amport
entrance [ heard a splintering sound from the box beside me, 2d
saw My’s nose force up the hd He had summoned all the
strength 1n lus small body and torn one of the himges clean out of
the wood
o e e . 1 aden oh
- i
ascrewdnver purlomed from the driver, to force back the screws
mto the splintered wood But 1 knew that 1t could be no more
than a temporary measute at best, and my 1magmation boggled
at the thought of the next twenty-four hours

It was perhaps my only stroke of fortune that the seat booked
7 for me was at the extreme front of the aircraft, so that 1 had 2
bulkhead before me wnstead of another seat  The other passen:
gers, a remarkable cross-section of the orent and occident, stared
Curously agghe 4 La a 21 L T3 o ohs mamowa¥

with a hornf
g for just - .
tenterhooks - - .
immeduate p= _ -
saw her to be antlegans! -+ <1 -1 £ A —nmiran u aman
n early middle age. 5 . -
z:npathy or tolerance - - -

t would so soon ang so 1nevitably be in hef mIosl, Aus =

moment the hd held, and as I sat down and fastened my safety
belt there scemed to be a temporary silence from within
The port engines roared, and then the starboard and the areraft
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S TR s mem afhae nennallare and then

ores the grear marshes that had been Myf's home, and peerng
ownward 1o the dark 1 could see the glnt of ther waters
cath the moon,
TLedNes Yl ol aen £ 1 A€l pnremaners and 3 patcel

@acvol place 1have retamed the most profound admration tor
€ arr hO:lss, and fn subsequent sicges and skirmushes w:t‘h
e o G (B SUDSEQUED ? s

events of th e - P
b b lfhous g e prospet f e

I wassio . -
. - ewel tase

- .. . . with her

. she then

engquired, to have my pet on my knee? The ammal would surely

ﬁe(i happrer there, a.t):cf my nc:ghboux had no objection 1 could

Bave fassed her hand 1o the cpth of my gratitude But, ot
wing otters, I was quite unprepared for what follow:

{ unlocked the padlock and opened the lid, and My was out
bike a flash, He odged my fumbling hands with an eelke
wnggle and diappeared at fugh speed down the fsclage of the
arcraft As Y ted to get mto the gangway L could foflow s

1 amn Cemmore by g wrave of dasturbance smongst
- « o+ o+, througha
. L L gt
travellingcoats, and halt-way QoW LIE fustiny,® « man stood
up on her seat screaming out, ‘A rat! A rar? Then the
bostess reached her, and withm 3 marer of seconds
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— P T |

My's tal disappearing beneath the legs of a portly white
mrLancd Indian, I tred a flying tackle, landing flat on my face.
T nussed Myy's tail, but found myself grasping the sandalled foot
of the Indran’s female companion, fun.gcrmmc my face wis
mexphcably covered i curry 1'staggered up babbling marneu-
late apology, and the Indran gave me 2 long silent stare, 50 utterly
expressionless that even n my hypersensitive mood I could
1T e e ' i as, however, glad o
- , had won over the
. - . - r were regarding me
now as a harmless clown rather than as 2 dangerous lunatic.
The air hostess stepped into the breach once more.

“Perhaps,” she said with the most charming srmle, ‘it would be
better +f you resumed your seat, and I will find the ammal and
brmg 1t to you* She would probably have sud the same had My
been an escaped rogue elephant 1 explaned that My, being lost
and fnghtened, might bite 2 stranger, but she did not think so T
murhncddz& my seat. e

1 heard the npple of flight and purswt passing up and down
body of the aireraft bcln;gxd me, lﬁu 1 coflg secghrflc. T was cran-
10 my nack hek acanal o aaet 6N AL aehen

T v s Guty deuuudl LAIE O DE 1OUN, 2NA M THAT LSL 3P
tancous return was sown the seed of the absolute trust that he
accorded me for the rest of his life

[N WA W
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Orters are extremely bad at downg nothing. That is to say that
A IOV RN s ther

e e, . L e

' L will,
. - - the
land waste, Thete 13, I am convinced, somethmg posively
provoking to an otter about order and tidness in sy form, and
the greater the state of confusion that they can ereate sbout them
the more contented they feel. A foom 15 not properly habitable
tothem until they have turned everything upside dowm, cushions
must be thrown to the floor from sofas and armehars, books
pulled out of bookeases, wastepaper baskets overturned and the
rubbish spread as widely as possible, drawers opened and con-

e twecd T 1% taw b sl haliaved to be idden L
. isacked

Smoam en 4 mAMOANSE,

is aspect of an ottcf's behaviour 1s cctmn‘l?' due m part toan
.- . T am T 1

- =t ust

. of

. . - . = or

beyond any mag-made obstruction. This, combmed with az

uncanny mechamcal sense of how to get things open—4 sense,

R 1 SRR AU SRATT. ) safer

b LW en,

We had been flymng for perhaps five hours, and must, [thoughty
be neaning Cairo, when one of these moox descended upon
Mybd, It opened comparanvely mocuously, with an assaole
upon the newspapers spread crefully round By feet, and n 2
thmute ot two the place looked like a stxeet upon whichtae,
bas been grven & ncker-tape welcome. ‘Then e
attentions to the box, whcm%:s sleeping compartment
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L fawand L mme Teeham shohondand honldersm

pedaliing MOLION tO NOE Out the remAlUer 1w avily, Uy v

to cope with the htter, but 1t was hke a slu})’s Pum‘ps working
1t P 1 VROt tkad n

hum pause tor no more than seconds, by chance, mati Lgenoud
1 DI PR e e

somehow I hoped that she might leave the amrcraft at Cao
before the outrage was discovered and to my wfimte gehief she
didso Twassuill grappling with My when the mstruction lights
came on as we arcled the aity, and then we wese down on the
lll;m:c with forty mmnutes to wart B

A e s PR N

s an gruunu US, UYL LE LAVE 1O S1gN OF noticing thetit ab du e
trotted along at my side, stopping as 2 dog does to myestigare
stnall smells 1 the grass and when 1 went nto the refreshment
room for a drnk he sat down at my feet as 1f thus were the only
hfe to which he was accusromed

On our way back 1o the aircraft an Egyptian offictal hazarded
the first of the many guesses as to his 1dentity that I was to hear
during the subsequent months *What you got there” he asked.
‘An ermime?

My troubles really began at Pars, an intermnable tine fater,
My had slept from time to tsme, but T had not closed an eye, a0
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P .. i .

fBng tum back 1nto hus box L its present torm, however, the

; ixw usefess for one hunge was dangling unatrached from the
1IJI[ L r n v B, e PRy SR 3 NS )

ymg that one of the crew would come and nail down the box
nd tope 1t for me She warned me at the same tune that Asr
France’s regulations differed from those of Trans-World, and
¢ fiom Pans onwaed the box would have o travel freight and
-ty P
b . B . ]
- d
pren and Jisten to hus pathetic cries 23 he was raded up 1 what
Al - B I - A £ enlfin Thersaw g
and the exact causes have yet to be determned  Personaltv ldo
Dot question that 1t 15 closely akin to the ‘voluntary dymg’ of
which Afiacans have long been reputed 1o be capable, hife has
become ng Jonger tolerable and the anumal dhooses quite un~
consousfy o doubt to che It was travel shock that I was afrard
mught k\l{ Mybil mside that bos, which to hum represented
3 crcumstance more terrtble than any he had expenenced, and
T'would be unable even to give hum the reassuring smell of
my hand through the breathing-holes
We dlsembat%:d m torrential fam that formed puddles and
Lakes a1l over the tarmac and had reduced my thin, sem-tropscal
sutt to a sodden pulp before even  had entered the bus that was
to take me and tge three other London-bound passengers across
Parss to Orly Asrport 1 clung to the unweldy box all this time
1 the hope of reducmg Myy's unavordable period of dspnn:l
after [ became separated from 1z, toFcther with the perso a
tmpedimenta that 1 could not well fose sighe of 1t sendere
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movement almost impossible, and I felt near to voluntary deatlr

myself
A . ~ 1oL a8 b s had

appeared mto the darkness on a fuggage trangporter,
hen we amved at Amsterdam instead of Lonflon the com-
U = D1 ot odam

[Ty

have a very clear 1dea of what had happened to any of tht
]u&ggzgc belonging to the four London-bound passengers A
helpful official suggested that 1t might still be n Passs, as at must
be clearly labelled London and not Amsterdam

PP R

Vrrant tn tha & - Pasmoy o R R RS N 4

] wrac rmmennctonnea Tan Jo 1, ' ' shn amde
¢ .
throughout the world The official was under erossfire, for at my
elbow an American business man was also threatenung legal ac-
tion When the shindy was at 1ts hesght another official arnved
and saud calmly that our luggage was now aboard 2 B E.A plane
due for take-off 1n seven munutes, and would we kindly take oo
seats 1n the bus

We deflated slowly Mutterng, ‘I guess I'm gotng to cast my
p:rs'oml eyes on that bagpage before [ get air-borne agamn They
can’t make a duplaced person out of me', my Amencan ot
panion spoke for all of us waifs So we cast our personal eyes
o the freight compartment, and there was My's box, quite
silent in a corner

It was the small howrs of the morming when we reached Lon*
don Arrport. ¥had cabled London from Amsterdam, and there
was a hured car to meet me, but there was one more contretemps
before 1 reached the baven of my flat. In all my wavels I hove
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never, but for that once, been requured by the British Customs to
opetaanotahamnmen I 0% T . < .
ko - -
a - .

Twas, tor whichever reason, so tired that I could fxarcf!y stand,

ad o0 the proffered pro forma and the question, ‘Have you read.,

thu?’ | XCP{lCd, with extreme testiness and foolishness “Yes—

bundreds of tmes *
“And you have nothing to declare?
‘Nothing *

*How long have you been out of this country?
‘About three months *

‘And dirne shas s maen L, E I Sy

‘ - (Ths com-
o . er skins a
AI:Z - y the Bent

x

He scemed momentanily at a loss but he had retired only pour
reux sauter The ateack, when 1t came, was utterly anexpected.

"Where did you get that watch?

I could have kicked nyself Two days before, when playing
Water games with Myl in the bath 1 had forgotten to screw m
the winding handle of my Rolex Oyster and 1t had, mot un-
saturally, stopped. Thad gone tnto Basra and bought for twelve
stullings and sixpence, an outrageous tume-piece that made z
notse hke castanets. It had stopped twace unprovoked, during the
Journey

Texplamned, but 1 had already lost face [ produced my own
watch from a pocket, and added that T should be grateful if he
would confiscate the repl forthwith

‘Tewnota question of confiscation,” he sad, ‘there 15 a fine for

g to declare dutiable goods  And now may I please examune
that Rolex?”

It took another quarter of an hour to persuade hum that the
Rolex was not contraband, then he began to search m: 1ug,q
No corner was lefe unexplored, Mybil lumself could not
done better, and when he had fiished none of the
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close, Then he turned to the last item on my list, one live otter
He pondered this 1 silence for perhaps a munute  Then, ‘You
have with you a live otter® [ sard tlgat I very much doubted
whether 1t was stll altve, but that 1t had been when at Patss

If the 2ntmal 15 dead there wll be no duty payable on the un-
cured skin, 1f 1t 15 alive 1t 15, of course, subject to the quarantne
regulations *

Thad taken the trouble to check this point before leaving Irag
and at last I was on firm ground I toldP Tum that T knew thlexe ©
PRSI 1y P Tl .

valuable anumal
L SIS R | Bl

L T T TR T S

the wamnlg car and we were on the last lap of the journey  What
meant sull more to me was that from the box there now camea
fane cnl?um.ng clutter and a rustle of wood shavings.
. Mybul had m‘fact displayed a charactenstic s}med: 1 bclxjve,
JE g, - i
'y
- . . 1,
almost, as a voluntary act independent of exhaustion; 1t 15 an
escape mechanism that comes nto operation when the ammal's
inventiveness i the face of adversity has faled to amehorate 18
h 1tvery ly 1 trapped antmals,
an arctic fox 1 Finmark, aptive by the leg for no more than an
hour, a badger 1n 2 Surrey wood, a common house motse m 2
box trap It 1s, of course, almost 2 norm, too, of animals kept :n

ball and batsh entirely the distastefud world about hum.
On that first day that he amnived 1n England he had, I think,
been m just such a barricaded state ever smee the Iid of the box
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mere W1 Lol oy cecb e Dame hack for all one mav
' - .
respiration and the forebram rested tn a state bordering upou

epsy.

He was wide awake once more by the time we reached my
fat, and when I had the dnver patd off and the door closed behund
me I fel 2 moment of decp emortonal sansfaction, almost of
trumph, that T had after all irought back 2 hve otter cub from
L:i:o London, and that Camusfehma was less than sux bundred

distant from me.

- 1 T, At L wdax L daebharsd antinto

- .ot "ol

AN



102 RING OF BRIGHT WATER

hinging from the cetling and the electric light wires were en-
closed 1n tusinels of hardboard that gave the place the appearance
of a power-house

All these precautions were entirely necessary, for ff My
thought that he had been excluded for too long, more especally
from visitors whose acquaintance he wished to make, he would set
about laying waste with extraordinary mvention. No amount of
forcthought that I' could muster was ever able to f‘ores!all fus
- R A N T

ad enma.

Was more conventent than treatment
A Loat 1 .
1

——— e 4 e e
1 [ Yy [
L 1 ' L -
Mnaovan nn fac o menla Cacal w et e L 3 damareadfor
S I 1 . s 1.

', matute At various pownts along the length of this ralis

f were suspended certain decorative objects, a Cretan shepherds
bag 3 d‘@?". and other things whose 1dentity now clu5c5 me.
Purposefully, and with an air of enormous self-satisfaction, My
‘j‘gm to chew through the cords from which these obyets d art o

an'tgoon? o i
More usually, however, when he was loose 1n the studio, he
would play for hours at a ime with what soon became an estab-



~
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Ished selection of o all bles, ndia-subber
V5, pIng-pony s, marbles,

t, and  terrapin sbclISlm I?l?zdgbmught back from lus native

marshes The smalles among these objects he became adept at

Gty okt oo wlm s eu sk 8 ok ~Fhiehead and warh

Journey home, 5o that the Iid, when closed, rematned at 2 slope
fom 6me end to the other My discovered that of he placed b

2l on the fugh end st would ran down the length of the smtcase
unsided He would dash round to the other end to ambush its
arival, hyde from it, crouching, to spung ap and take 1t by 3\]\(-
Prise as 1t reached the drop to the floor, grabit and trot off wrth 1t
to the hugh end once more. e et
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certun streets and certan comers at which dogs of all sorts and
szes had left sumulsting messages, messages that were pethaps
the more fasemating for being s 1t were n a foreign langoage
Whether or not he could deaipher theis purport whether or not
they conjured up for hum the vanous erotic, impudent or pug-
fagious ymages intended he would spend mmutes at 2 tune
“’-‘ginf these cleanng-houses of lacal canme mformation, and
would occasionally add ro them some bqud comment of hus
own, tantahizingly eryptic no doubs to the next comer
Twas too tmed of the result to allow bura to meet any dogsoto
speak nose to nose and 1 would pick him up if we met un-
attended dogs 1n the street but for lus part he seemed largely
wndifferent to them The only time that I was conscious of some
mutnal recogrition taking place some awareness of s ty
between canne and lutnne values was one momung when
e~ el 4yl Lapef oten be earted from a new 10y,
f ! s vastoo
o ) ' « 1tfrom
one 1de of his jaws like a gigantic gum boil and thus encum-
bered he get off {:mkly up ti;gc%rxm %uggmg athislead Round-
mg the first street corner We came face to face with a vuz fas
spanuel unartended and sedately carrymng st tts mouch a bundle of
Tewspapers The respectsve loads of otter and dog made 1t
difficult for exther of them to tumn 1ts head farasthey came abr;asﬁa

Senmng

er both

y some

momentary mental revelation.
My quekly developed centan compulsive habits on these
walks 1 the London streets akin, clearly to the nituals of children

Who rm sherr wav to and from school must place thewr fect

L
Suuup pu
;ﬂmﬂry sch{;oi along 5‘51055 frontage ran a low wall some two
et hugh scparating a corndor-width strp of garden from
toad. On lus way bome, but never on hus way out My
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tug me n the direction of this wall, jump up on 1t, and gallo

bo
th’c fuﬂ‘lcngt‘h ef,t;’:},m‘y yar'd's“, to the hope! ess dl.mac_m.:.. n

Enllcs through which he would peer motionless for long seconds
efore he could be led away from them. On return to the flat
he would scrabble frantically to be let i, and the moment s
lead was unhieched he would roll on his back and squurm wi
eye-bewildenng speed and vigour before returning to tis toys
Many of lus actions mdeed appeared nitual, and I think that
comparatively few people who iccp wild creatures realize the
enormous secunity-value of routme 1n the maimntenance of an
's contentment As soon as routmne 1s broken a new
element enters, in however minute and unrecognzable a trace—
the fear of the unknown whach 15 bassc to the behaviour of all
ammals mcluding man  Every living creature exusts by 2 rounae
of some kind, the small nituals of that routme are the gndm:rkf,
theboundarntesof secunty the reassuring walls that excludea hamer
wvacut, thus, 1n our own species after some rempest of the spnt i
which the landmarks scem to have been swept away, a man Wi

teach out tentatively 1 mental darkness to feel the walls, to
gee rahom alfek sibian WB 3 1 L . JLERRA

landmarks are of even greater umportance, for once removed
from 1ts natural surround 1ts ecol I norm, comp: ly
little of what the senses percerve ean be comprehended 1n func-

tion or potenttality, and the true condiuons for msecurty ar¢
altead, = 1 L.3 s B t 1 ety

Beard . . .

nateh - -
1 their charges, chuld or amumal a5 2 means to an end.

It was about this ime that My delivered hus first serous
mtentional bite  He was fod now upon hive eels—which I bad
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leamed to be the staple food of many races of otter—supple-
mented by 2 muxture of raw g8 and unpolished fice, 3 mcl‘fy
LI . . LI B - Tk

obstreperous, to shat hum 1 with a full bath of water and three
or four eels  On this occaston I had closed the bathroom door
tmperfrrd ~-2re 0 L3 L U .3 Maln aLan
fatiy

and the .

LOIIY tu un 4wy LIOML & WLU JILIDAL IS LIATULAS PLEY , VUL Wil
affer a few mouthfuls he decided to catry 1t upstars to the gallery
determuned to call 2 halt, 1 a soa.E.mg and cel-shmed
bed Tput on three parrs of gloves, the outermost being a pait of
h“:'h‘]Y’Pﬂddtd f&ymg gzungcts 1 caught up with him half-wa
wpthe » ~ ) CR -

FE Rty

med 2 2

warl N X 5

bum, telting ham that he couldn’t possibly hurt me and that 1

Was gowg to take the eel back ta the bathroom The hummmg

became much louder 1 bent down and put my beavily-glove
nd upon the eel. He screamed at me, but still he took no

atn Thaw 11 SR L Le 11 Le eanenandler

g -

g .

a

et g0 almost in the same mstant, and rolled on bus back squrtt-
POttt A N ST A

and apparent solicitude

There were two small bones broken m my hand, and for a
week 1t was the size of a boxing glove, very painful, and an acute
embarrassment to me 1n the presence o riosac who from the
first had been sceptical of My's domesticity  1had been given a
sharp and necessary remunder that thaugh he mught carry
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pccuracy an the part of the speaker, putung the blame, a5 1t
wete for the creature’s unfamibanty squarcly on my own
shoulders, hinting or domg more than hint, that someone had
Yundered, that the hand of the potter had shaken, contamung,
100 an accusation of unﬁmshc(f work unfit for exhubion—
ame from a Herenlean labourer engaged, mighnly and dlone,
mpordiggmg aholewnt = - * WETA ~temoben
ke i down bus prck, .

st As I drew neare . . .
quality, one of surpnise, certamly, but also of affront, as though
be would bave me know that he was pot onc upon whom to
Py jokes. 1 came abreast of hum, ke spat flzz:d, and then
growled ut, **Ere, muster—swhar ss that supposed to be?”

[t was, Y thinl, hus question more than any other that resminded
me of my own 1gnotance, T did not, 1n fact, know what My was
Sup tobe Tknew, certamly, that be was an otter, but1also

W that he must be one of  species whch 1f known to the
saentific world, was at least not known to hve m xh:' Ar.ln'

es of the Tigns and Fupl for the scant
Beceature thae had au:ompammf me to Iraq made 1t plam that the
9aly known oter of the Mesopotammian marshes was the Persuan
Sub-tpecies of the common European otter, Lutra luira v
the eub that had died, had clearly belonged to that race, she ha
fonger fur wnth ‘euard hars’ m place of Mys sleck, dasker
velver, she was Lighter on Ler chroat and belly thaa upon her

whereas My 5 body seemed to have been slipped wto 20
evenly-dyed plush bag, the under e of her tail was not, as was
Mi's, fat ike a roler

I 2 village of the marshes between the Tagess and the E'cmz;1
frontier I had bought ewo arter skins from the ‘householder wn

e neee bl

far was short and shiny and the colour of mulkless
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These two skins pow reposed 1n my flat, pregnant with poss-
bility and as yet unexamined by competent anthonty.

T telephoned to the Natural History department of the Buosh
Museum, m Cromwell Road, and the same afternoon Mr Robest
Hayman arnved at my flat to examme the two skins and the
Irving spectmen  There 15 m the serious zoological world a dead-
pan-ness, an unwallmgness for commuttal, that must rval
most cautious of consulting physicans Hayman was far w00

p a zoolog fmfog.f'[ dic i hus knowledge, 0
have been unaware i those first moments that he was looking 3t
a skin and a hving amumal from a habutat that made the et
quue unfarmbar to him, but he did not betray 1t, He took such
measurements as My would permut, examuned him closely,
peered at hus formudable array of teeth, and left beanng the (W
skans for companson with museum sertes.

But n due course, after the slow, precise, patnstaking processes
of the taxonomic world, My's new race was proclatmed Fsj
man summoned me 1o the museum to se¢ the cabmets of OUeE
skans from all over Asia, where the larger of mune lay, un
and conspicuously differing from any other, 1n a drawer by wself,

g but apposttion to Its nearest felanvs These, va;-nouslsﬂi:

. . -

- .. . ody
to medium brown, but none had been recorded west of Simd, 1
Indet, and none m‘s_:mblcd my speimens 1n colour. -

the few who had given their Gwn names to speacs—Steliers
Eder and Sea Eagle, Sharpe's Crow, Humbolr's Wooly
Moukey, M:mcmizgcn’s Forest Hog, Rost's Snow Goose,
Grant's Gazelle, Pare David's Deer—bad been surrounded for
me with an aura of romance, they were the creators, paaking 2
1ele afiha da .“L‘ LT B O S e i 1
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man Sﬂggc?tcd thar the new otter lghould bc:‘r my pame, 1

cver pertiously, the halo ot a creator. { Lan 1 nave Loz 1Ly Vi,
we used to ask when we wete small ‘For my very own? Here,
surely, was an ammal of my very own, to bear my name, every
animal that looked Tike 1t would alsvays bear my name for ever
and ever, unless some odious taxenomusc of the future, some
leveller, some jealous, dusty senbe of the backsoom and the
skeletons, wese to plot agamst me and plan the destruction of
a1y iny, hving memorial

So My and all hus race became Lutrogale persprallata macwell,
and though he 15 now no more, and there 15 1o ostensible proo
that there 1s another hving speamen m the world, 1 had sealized

a faroff childish fantasy, and there was 2 Maxwell's otter.
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CHAPTER NINE

T was now eacly May, and T had been 1 London for more than

three weeks, three weeks of umpatience and nostalgia for
Camusfedrna, and 1 felt T could wait no longer to see My
playing, as 1 visualized hum, under the waterfa I, or free abont
the burn and the 1sland beaches I went by way of my famly
home m the south of Scotland, where My could taste 2 partial
but guarded hiberty before emancipation to total freedom @
the north

Travelling with otters 1s a very expensive business There was
now o question of agam confining M} to a box, and there 15

travelled with me 1@ a firstchass sleeper, a form of transport
which for some reason he enjoyed hugely, mndeed from the
y very first he showed a perverse predilection for rulway stations
and a total disregard for thetr deaferang din and alarming crowd
scenes
At the barner the railway official punched for me2 dog ticket
{on which [ had noticed the words ‘Give full Description’) and
had already turned to the next in the queue before his €78
widened m 2 perfeet double take, then Mij was tugeug up the
crowded platform at the end of hus lead, heedless of the shouts
and the bustle, the screammng tram hooters and sumbling
luggage trolleys
T had planned this operation with some care, visualizmg ech
d and arcumventing 1t as far as possible m adsance, M}
hush money was alrcady paid, the basket I carned contain®
everything concevably necessary to My for the journcy, ovet
my left arm was an army blanket ready to protect the sheets from
Myy’s platform-grimed paws as soon as he entered the sleepet
‘When the mstual penetration of the citadel, as 1t were, passed ©
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without the shphtest hutch, I felt that I had reaped no more than
the yust tewards of : my forethoughe.
Mij bad an instant eye for anything connected with water, and
most cursory mspection of the sleeping compartment con-
winced hum that 1 the wash basin, however dry at the momene,
Lay the greatest pleasure-potential, he curled vp m 1t lus form
fitting 1ts contours as an apple fits 2 dumpling and hus paws
gan gly fevensh with the ch
& It was however, of a type entirely new to lum operaring
by downward pressure, and not a drop could he draw from it fora
foll five minutes, at last, trying to lever humself into an upnght
mmn. he put s full weight on the tap handle and found
f, iterally, n hus element
cte was only one ncident that evening 2 maident, how-
£ver, that for a moment bade frr to bring the whole tram t0 2
$t0p and to expose to the outraged eyes of officaldom my
trregular travelling companton My attention bad wandered
flom Muy, the tran was roanng up throngh the Midlands n
sumemer dusk, and I was watching out of the window the green
comn and the blackthomn hedges and the tall trees heavy wath leaf,
nd thinking how effectively the glass and the movement of the
tan nsulated one from any mumacy with these desirable
g8 while seeming to offer o protection agamnst the impact of
drab mndusteral landscapes Thus oceupied 1¢ had not occurred
t0 me that My could n that very confined space, get mto any
ietiouy ;ﬂsthlcf, 1t had not crossed mvlgund h&lrx cmmpl;ﬂ;ﬁ;t
standing on the piled luggage he could reach the communica-
tion cord, g'ﬂm. hcf’wcver,ggzag precusely what he bad done, and
When my eye it on hum he already had 1t firmly between hus
teeth while exploring with fus paws the tunncl into which its
ends disappeared It was probagly nothing but this msanable
cuniosity as to detal that had so far saved the situation, now s {

o
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cemed the determumation 1 canght him round the shoulders,
but he retaned hus grip and as I pulled him 1 saw t1‘1_e JdLlam
1 b e Y ~

for such occastons and he began to squrm  Later that evening
he tried several times to reach the cord agam, but by then [
had sedisposed the switcases and 1t was beyond the furthest
stresch of hus elastic body

It was n unf;anulur surroundings such as thcsc'thatll\ﬁlj

N

outside the bedclothes He was sull so 2115pos:d when the
d t brought my tea i the morning He stared at My, and
v 7 "Was it tea for one, or two, sie?’

4 During his stay at Monrexth, the home of my family, My's i
character began to emerge and to establish ytself At first on farm
mill dams then 1n the big loch over which the house looks out, ,
and finally i the sea—which though he had never known salt

water, he entered without apparent surprise—he Jemonstrated
not enly hicactnn ch me e e~ 0 1t N e tn

cxﬁlc:cnw. 1 duowea mm to swim only on the end of 2 Jon

fishang line Thad bought a sprang ree], which automatically tool

up the slack, and artached this to the butt end of a salmon rod, but
the danger of underwater snags on which the linc nught loop
atself soon seemed too great, and after the first week he ran free
and swam free  He wore a harness to which a Jead could be
attached in emergency, but s function was as much to proclam
tus domestiaty to would-be human aggressors 2s one of restraint:
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The dengn of thus harness, one that would nether mmpede
movement nor catch upon submerged branches and drown Eum,
was a subject that occupted my 1magmation fot many months,
and was not perfected for nearly a year

tme of getting to know a wild ammal on terms 25 1t
were, of mutual esteem, was wholly fascmatiag to me, and our
long darly walks by stream and hedgerow, moorland and loch,
were a source of perpeteal delight. T hough 1t rematned difficule
to lure hum from some entiang prece of open water, be was
otherwite no more trouble than a dog and mfimitely mOKE
mterestiug to watch. His hunting powers were still undeveloped,
but he woudd sometumes corner 4n ecl i the mall dams, and
the streams he would catch frogs, which he skinned with 2
dextenty seemmgly born of long practice 1had ngihdy guessed
that bus early life 1n 2 Marsh AraE household would have pro-
duced an enlightened and progressive atntude towards poulery—
for no Ma'dan would tolerate a predator among the sparse d
serawny scarecrows that pass 1 the marshes fos chi d
m fact 1 found that My would follow me through a crowded
and exckling farmyard wathout 2 glance to nght or to left. To
most domestie livestock he was mdifferent, but black cattle he
dearly 1dentificd wath the water buffaloes of s home, and
‘htt gathered at the edge of water m winds ho was sRITE
be e wild with exatement, pluogng and porpotsing and
chuttening with oleasure

P

WElve-bOre cartridge ase, & bl 0
Woman’s comb with an astsficial brillsant set 10 the bar, this he
dlisovcrcd at the side of the dnve a5 we set off L:n; Eﬁm
and carned 1t fe t down on the
wLnecator !h“vc b?u.[f'hyir{‘.% -l' a8 soom as he emerged.
e shghtestanterest:
e essed preference, I

tound myselt almost impercepuuy <o =3 % nstinct mMto
world in whach the ottess of my ownt countryside hved, 2
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world of deep-cut streams between Tugh, rooty banks where the
leaves of the undergrowth met overhead, of unguessed alleys and
tunnels in reedbeds by aloch’s edge, of mossy culvertsand marshe
‘matigolds, of islands tangled with fallen trees among ‘whose roots
were earthy excavattons and a whisper of the wind mt}‘xc ‘wﬂ]cws

aelfion

toboganning, a hollowed-out rotten tree-stump whose intertor
had been formed 1nto a dry sleeping place, the print of a broad,
capable, webbed foot, a small tarry dropping, composed mamnly
of eel-bones, deposited upon a stone n midstream In these
last Thad cx%ccted My to show at least an equal nterest to thit
which he had displayed i their camne counterparts, but
whether because otters do not use their excreta m an anecco!

or wformative way, or because he did not recognize n these the
product of his own kind, he treated them as of they did not

ast.
/

Blooded animals On this occasion he was swimmung 1 a reedy
TLoLot 1. [T R E I 1

" . . e e Theaw

. e

s

g—for an otter d ter uses 1ts tore-

limbs very Little—and here he placed the chick while he went on

1n a lessurely way with hus underwater exploration It must have

Erownfd duxlmg trhe first munute or so, and when at length b
- . el A b .

~ L annsore

mertia, he left 1t where 1t lay and went in search of something
more CMPCHHVC‘
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Hlxl: the hbrary at Monrerth I explored what natural histonans of
o g g;ﬂtmuons bad to say about oteers There were no recent
¥ drx A c}r the relevant secrion of the hibrary had recewved no
4 ton for many years past_ That gasrulous eighteenth-century

v !_hc Comte df Buﬁop, whose nueteen volumes had

reanclarar’s

251:313:‘ ‘man, much concerned with the cupous, anG crewbUns
Y hc extstence of most patently 1mprobable creatures,
whuch he humself tned assiduously to produce by arranging
- . A T et hawas disappomntedly

R e 'cuu‘% copulate

. . R -¢ he appeared to
attach some mysaic significance to whether an ammaIP could or
;‘;t:']d sot be persuaded to eat homey Oers. he found, could

Young animals are generally beautiful, but the young Otter 1
10t 30 handsome as the old A head 1ll shaped, eats plced low,
‘Y‘sf‘mﬁll and covered, a lund aspect, awkward motions, an

e e 3 1 -3 afenachamcal erv, W

1 The

ast, to

h with

tegard to sentiment and imstinct, are much stenion w other

animals But 1 can bardly allow fum to have the walents of the

beaver All I know 1s, that the oteers dig no habitations for

themselves,  that they often change thew places of abode, that

they bamish therr young at the end of s1x weeks OF WO months,

that those I attempted to tame endcavoured to bite, that some

days after they became more gentle, perhaps

weak or sick, that, so far from bemg casily accustomed t0 3

domestic life 3l of them that T atrempted to bnng VP ied

young, that the otter 18 naturally of 2 cruel and savage dis~

position His retreats cxhale a noxious odour from the
remams of putrid fishes, and s own body has2 bad sme

flesh 15 extremely fishy and disagrocable ~ The Rem

#
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pernuts the wse of 1t on matgre days In the kitchen of the
Carthusian convent, near Dyon Mr Pennant saw one pre-
anng for the dmner of the rehgious of the ngid order who
y their rules, are prohibited during their whole lives the eatmg
of flesh”
Th e Ascrrntion m mhe aarhang g o ren o grmawhar Ao
- ' K oy - .
- - - [
Amenican naturabst Ermest Thompson Seton was certamly
champion m cluief Wning soon after the turn of this century
he sard "OF all the beasts whose lives I have tried to tell therens
one that stands forth the Chevakier Bayard of the wilds—wnthout
fear and without ‘rclpn:?c‘h That s the otter the joyful, keen ané
) 1 B R S P L4

£he nODIESt HLtle SOUl that ever Went tour-1oVted LUV,  w
LR . T 1

wood‘s L «Tknew, ‘the
- = secms No
29 re and uts

/ [ 1 v d was Artar
wnung ot the tobagoanmng habit s a dehightiul proot v
growth and uplift when we find an adult anumal sctung aside 2
portion of 1ts time and effort for amusement and especrally for
social amusemnent A large number of the noblest amimals thus
relax from sordid lfe and pursue amusemene wath fime and
apphfmccs after 2 fashion that finds 1ts lughest development 12
man

Yet another caly wniter whose name I find elustve, remarked
with 2 certan quamt charm 1n choice of words that “the Otter
1s of course 2 guant amphibious stoat whose nature has been

?nff'sm:d by the gentling and ennobling wfuence of the fisher
iNe

X Life H storses of Northern Animals (Constable, 1916)
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\Wc araved at Camusfedma 1 easly June, soon after the
e ot A P .

s Mtdsumamer's day, as though to ward off the logical dedue
HQthat emmmmcm dana” ot £ _% 1 PR TR Y

w sy BOOLE LG Strsuiders OF THE DL
f""" ¥ thnk of carly summer ar Camustedrna 2 imﬁf

Teee e, .- .t

of - . . . . . "

ace . o

i‘h‘ «

sganst the 4-- ot O S SR S P

st of suyr .. .

about the b . R

the heather . i i

conttast, for the eye may move from them to the sa beyond
cm only through the itermediary, as 1 wexe, of the varyng

g:ecmynang which they grow Tt n j\m‘c and Of :zb:: tct‘;‘:

tderly serats of seaweed specics ate stt sgaust glanng, Vibrane
W’Htc!o{ bamaclecovered rack and shell sand, with a‘(xmdy’
beyond them the elusive, changing blues and purples o l{g
moving water, and somewhete 1 the foregroun the Wi
roses of the noy d tock

Into this bnght, watery landscape My moved ang &
possession wnhgahdchght thay commumeated mdhl‘ as ;:’Y a
any articulate sprech could haye done, b sben u:ner '
appropruate ity occupied and dorunated every co

N
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that he became for me the central figure among the host of wild
creatures with which I was surrounded. The waterfall, the bum,
- yasslrotnged, 2he)

- —eatha fHembnr

forethought that bad so far gone to hus tending, My s dany e
followed somethuing of a routne, this became, as the wecks went
on, relaxed 1nto a total fresdom at the centre pomt of which
Camusfedrna house remamed Mi's holt, the den to which he
returned at mght, and 1 the dagtime when he was tired. But this
cmanapation, ke most natural changes, took place so gradually
and unobtrusively thatllt was difficult for me to say at what pount

the vrsramahad il

~t my knees) and would wake = b hovavea o s Has ieceanate
ty past eight in the m . '
“planation for thys, and so .
was actually F who made the first unconsapus movement, gving
wRrena emmos e lennarhan A een mpad e whatever the
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tucked the bedclothes from beneath the sides of the mattress, this
atheved he would redouble hus efforts at the foot of the bed,
where the sheets and blankets had a firmer hold  When every-
‘!\lﬂif{zd been loosened up to hus sattsfaction he wonld flow off

© 9ed on to the floor-—except when running on dry land the
erlya propriate word for an otter’s movement is flowng, they
Pour themselves, as 1 were, 1 the direction of thewr objective—
:b’d:‘ bedclothes between hs teeth, and, with a senes of violent

“ud cxecute a series of mughty hunches of hus arched back, each
ofthem bfiing my head and whole shoulders clear of the bed,
2 at some paint 1n the procedure he mvarnbly contrved to
dlodge the piflows while T was stll i raad-atr, much 85 a certain
'.ZT{“ pracgscal yoker will remove a chatr upon whichsomeone l‘sl

29m way 1n the end; they are niot dogs, and they co-exst with
bumans rather than being owned b r%:m
next objective was the eck-box m the bun, followed,
Layng breakfasted, by a tour of the water permeter, the three=
duatter circle formed by the bum and the sea, shooting hke an
Uader-water arrow after trout where the burn runs deep and slow
een the trees, turming over stones for hudden cels where ®
spreads broad and shallow over sun-reflectng seales of muca;
tobommran w3 Yo i Vs 17 das wd marrm
<ol
dib
o a second lap, home to the Jatchen and ecstatic squrmng
mong hus toths .\
This preamble to the day, when My had a full swmac"
d not, became, as he establushed favoured pools and

-
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grounds which had every momung to be combed as for a Jost
possession, ever longer and longer, and after the first fortmght 1
took, not without musgiving, to gomg back mdoors myself as
soon as he had been fed.” At first he would retusn after an hour or
50, and when e had dried himself he wonld ereep up under the
loose cover of the sofa and form a round breathing hump at the
centre of the seat  But as time went on he stayed longer about
the burn, and I would not begm to worry until Kc had been gone
for half the day

ere were great quantities of cattle at Camusfedrna that year,
for the owner of the estate was of an experimental turn of mind,

and had decided to farm cattle on the lmes of the Great Gln
Cattla Ranrh Tha vn ae ;e o8 Lo call T ot ncar

ale o

LUus assed ey p too le an app ¢ 0L
harm, and after a week or two he devised for himself a means of
cattle-baiing at which he became a past master With extreme
"% he would advance ventre 2 terre towards the rear end of
SR A TR T ek ' tow

> - -

Wara exactly 1 time to dodge the lashing hooves At hurst 1
viewed this sport with the gravest alarm for, owng to the
structure of the skull a comparatvely Light blow on the nose can
lall an otter but My was able to gauge the distance to an inch,
ax;(i nevera ‘l:mofso n;l‘:ch as grazed lum. As a useful hy-prod‘:ﬂ
P N - - “ her

of
Ihad 2 book to wnte durmng those summer months at Camss-
fehrna, and often I would he for hours m the sun by the waterfall,
from time to time My would appear from nowhere, bounding up
the bank from the water, to greet me as though we had
separated for weeks
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Thete 15 a patron samt of atters, St Cuthbert—the exder duck,
too shares hus patronage, elearly he was a man who bestowed bis
fivours with the most enlightened discnmunation—and there
©asts an eye-witness account of hus converse with them

I was bis way for the most part to wander 1n those places and

@ preach m thosg remote hamlets perched on steep rugged

mountan sides whese other men would have a dread of gowg,

and whose poverty and rude gnorance gave no welcome t0 any

‘fhlcfar Ofien for a whole week, sometimes for rwoor t\uuelii
A v o b on b ey

- vealy
- abbey

o e g,

Rear One nught, a brother of this same monastery saw m %:
slently out, and stealthnly followed on bs track, to see where

%25 gowng or what he would do And so be weat out from the
monastery and, hus spy following him went down to the sz,
sbove which the monastery was butlt_and wading o the depths
ol the waves swelled up to bus neck and arms kept Tus W

through the dark with chantmg voiced Dke the sea. As the

o ok up the beadh, and
Foa ‘F.t °|f d’wn dxc‘zv near, he_wadciljzu hlipnvaurd. straxght

on the san . 'u .

Pant; and trying to dry them wath thelr fux, dua Wiih fuvs
g%éngzﬁce wzl;y xc%:dc:g and they had hus ‘benediction lhcé
stipped back agamn beneath their nstive watess  He e ';e
tetumed home, and sang_the hymns of the office Wi ke
brethren at the appointed hour  But the brother who "
%00d watchung hum from the ciffs was seized with soch p;;l{
that he could Bardly make his way home, foUcaing cngl: =
wd early 1 the mornmng came to hum and fell 2t g
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beggng forgiveness with fus tears for hus foolish attempt, nevet
doubting but that bis behaviour of the mght was known and
discovered
“To whom Cuthbert “What arls you, my brother? Whathave
you done? Have you been out and about to try to come at the
truth of this mght wandenng of mine? I forgive you, on this one
M t ae allen cmans harvataw untl
. sh
boldness had grven and the brother kept sifence on the prece of
valour that he had scen, until after the samt’s death, when he ook
pams to tell st to many ™
Now 1t 13 apparent to me that whatever other suntly virtucs
St Cuthbert p d he well mented by reason of
bus forbearance afone I know all about bewng dned by otiess
have been dned by them more umes than I care to remember
Like everythung else about otters 3t rakes place the wrong way
round, 10 to speak. When one ‘Phys ball with a puppy, on¢
' k] .

thrmerme sha ball o data o r

h

/s - .
—and the human who fetches £ Wuth the buman who at the
begmmng 15 not tramed to this the otter 15 faurly patient, bur
persstent and obstimate refusal meets with repnsals The same
upside-down ssmation obtams when bemg dried by otters The
otter emetges tempestuously from the sea or the nves or the
bath, as the case may be carrying about half a gallon of water 1t
15 fue, and sets about drying you with a posttavely ternfying z¢
and enthussm. Every inch of you tequires, 1n the vicw ot 2

otter, carcful “The otter wses sts back 3
the prncipal towel, and hes upon it while executing 2 5716s O
KR TP v anfeme

[ «
gomg to change one's clothes, 1n 1 few nunutes the otter wall
2 Helen Waddell, Beasts and Sa nss (Constable, 1933)
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fome ampazmng out of the water again tntent upon 1s mession of

5 people

Thne hgt litrle doubr what the good brother of Coldingham
monastesy really saw St Cuthbert had been praying at the
water s edge, not, s the brother thought {it was, one must bear
= mund, might and the hight was poot) up to his neck m the
waves, and 1t way entirely the conditton of the sunt’s clothing
afier he had been dned by the otters that led the observer to
deduce soms kind of subemanne devotion. Clearly, too 1t was
 absolunion rather than a sumple benedicnon that the now

- v

. o - P -
brothar’s me wm e L1 ey -em 2 gt empoys bang
ror, 1 t
1 st € -
. (- - for drym;
il - vocation for ryx‘g

otter-dned safs 15 o;dy tolerable i the heat of summer ¥ pez~
e why St Cuthbert required the munsstrations of the exder
ducks and the warm down of their breasts the unforrunate man
twt bave been ¢ 1y th d with an 1p:
puctmona,

This aspect of Lfe with an otter had never really struck me
Mﬂd‘ftcl rought My to Camusfedrna 1 London 0‘1;:] 2‘:‘3

ter towel

e water out of the bath and by wang 4 monter e
f bowse

. 'rﬂﬂil‘l.

W1th the sea 3 scone’s throw on one side and the butn on the
other, [ have found no sausfactory solution beyond keeping the
o oom door closed and tumung, a8 1t were, 2 blind postenior

wetsofis and chawrs.

The manuscpt that 1 was wating thar summer became
blured and sraned as though by tears, | would hie as¥bave
sunbaching and wriung w the grass by the bum, and every ™

28wy

e
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and agan My’s busy quattenng of the stream’s bed from the flls
to the sea and back agam would brng hum to the pomr‘:bm:

manuseript, sometimes adding msult to wjury by confiscatng my
pen as he departed

In the sca My discovered hus true, breath-taking aquabatic
powers, until he came to Scotland he had never swum 12 deep
waters, for the lakes and lagoons of hus native rmrszlcs irc rarely

r o o g
T R .-
{ . ¢

and outcrops of rack I could watch him as he dived down, dovt
down through fathom after fathom to explore the fﬁud)’ o]
forests at the bottom with their fowered shell glades and
mysterious, shadowed caverns He was able asare ﬂ%ot[m and
seals, to walk on the bottom without buoyancy, for an oter
swins habriually underwater and does not dive with full lungs,
depending for oxygen—we must presume in the absence
knowled pon 2 special adap of the venous syste
The longest that I ever umed My below the surface was almost
suc runutes, but I had the impression that he was 1 00 Waf
taxing hus powers and could greatly have exceeded thar ume
emergency Normally, however, if he was not cngrcssed. he
would return to the surface every munute or so breakme 1 3f
only a sccond, with a forward diving roll like that of a porpos
Swimnung at the surface, as he did 1if he wanted to kecp oM
floating object 1 view, he was neither very fast nor gra

2 labouning do%—paddle m amazing contrast to hus smooth
darting grace below water  For hours he would keep pace wib
the boar, appraning now on thus side and now on that, S0m¢
times mxsclucvoufy seizing an oar with both arms and drag-
ging on it, and from time to tine boun~ing nboard with
flurry of water, momentarily secalled to hus mussion of drywg

peaple
Only when T was fishing did I have to leave Myj shut up 3 the
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house, for he wras » rraseren o he o nbaee e L Ve

mouth, and my -
hook in hus gaw  * . .
(helythe 1o coat o that gt ll g nay depend gpon m arly
Mo T 4 1

ihfm, and the mackerel m their tumn foree up to the sutface the
:d‘f’ ﬁ‘h'fs upon which they feed, the smali ghttenng, mula-
PN St A i P

uitie fish tieeng 1n pamic from, perhaps, thewr own parents
Sometimes there are cunously lomlp patches of fry at the surfice,
a1d at sunset when the sea 15 really as smooth as glass—a much
misused sumile, for 1t rarely 15~ have scen, mules from shore,
kle dancng foot-wide fountans of blue and silver mackerel

10 longer a man's thumb, and have found o predator
low thern.

Afier the mackerel had arrived 1 fished for a few munutes in the

1 he never caught one

ool of every evening, for them My, thoy,
bumsels, SOZX asl kxgxcw, had an nﬁ’atmbleg asston, as had Jonnte
fore lum,, and 1 too welcomed them, chgz s because of child-
00d assocsations When [ was a chald 1
for marlaral L coall on € e o mn |

foway we used to
hnnt 2 emole hook

= “wit LaPpIng brown saf) We CaUgliL oul Lhu sipty
bated the l}:oqk each time, zid +f we caught twenty or ¥
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m an afternoon we chattered about 1t for wecks It was not, i
think,
came 1t - .

to a few munutes A darrow consists of a twelve-foot cast carry-
mg up to twenty-two flies of crudely-dyed hen’s feathers,
weighted at the bottom with a two-pound sinker. The boat s
stationary 1n anything from six to twenty fathoms of water, and
the darrow and line are allowed to run out until the smker bumps
the bottom By that tme, as often as not 1n Camusfehna bay,
there are half a dozen or so mackerel on the hooks If there are
not, 1t 15 sumply a questron of hauling m two fathoms of line and
lettmng 1¢ run out agamn, and repeating this process until excher the
boat dafts over a shoal or a moving shoal happens to pass be-
neath the boat S the mackerel shall watet,
clear water where one can se¢ fathoms down to pale sand and
dark sea-tangle and rushing shoals of aquamarme fish as they dart
at the brght feathers  Quite often every single fly 15 taken at
once; then at one moment the line 13 Jead-heavy, tugging 2n
terking, and at the newt ight as Soating stang as the m:lclfcrc{
L DL S wta TLnen 1e n 7P

barbs sunk deep mn hands and legs of mackerel fishers, there was
only one way of extraction, and a very pamful one 1t was—t0
push the hook clean through, as opposcf to pulling on 1, then
10 sn1p off the barb with wire cutters and work the hook all the
way back agan

It 15 not always mackerel that take the darrow flies, there ¢
satth and Iy the and the strangely heraldic gurnards, so fantastically
armoured with spikes and thorns as to make therr capture by
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surely gratuirously pamful feat took ¢he shag just oves half an
hour 'of grotesque convulston, and when the stunt was at last
PRSI S S il P

Bigduuculy distended 3s t0 torce the head far pack cuwil we

spne and fush with it—unable to nise or even to swim without

ger of ndicule

Yi ] .oeer o1 - 4
we - .
me - . .

teaching 1n with one paw and averted head and Im turn learned

fotumover the larger stones for ham 5o that after a e he would

stand 1 front of some boulder too heavy for him to move and
rheea oo AR P | ~C . IJJ[}usm

old fire
- - . - Nm
the edge of the tide he would search out the perfeetly camou-
faged flounders unel they shot off with a wake of nsmg sand~
g“m Iike smoke from an cxpress trup—and farther out 1 the
be would kall an occastonal sea trout, these he never brovghe
ore, but ate them treading water as he did so while [ thought
ahatle wistfully of the Chinese who are said € cmp‘? traned
otters e fish gr them. My I thought with all bus elightful
@maradeties, would never offer e a fish 1 was wrong but
when at last e dud so 1t was not  sea trout but a flounder One
y he emerged from the sea on to the rock \:df%c where [ was
anding ’-“dg slapped down m front of me 2 ounder a foot
;Emsx I t'ook 34 that he had brought this for congrarulation,
1 woa L

(or ba e = v 7at e frr ypection before
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1t of 1ts prey, but after perhaps half a mmute of doubt, while My
redoubled his mvitation, T reached down slowly and cautsousty
for the fish, knowng that My would give me vocal warming 1
had mumterpreted lum  He watched me with the plamest
approval while I picked 1t up and began a mume of eanng it
then he plunged ofl the rock into the sea and sped away a fathom
down 1n the clear water

Watching My 10 a rough sea—and the equmoctial fgalcs at
Carnusfearna produce very rough seas indeed—I was at first sick
with pr:rchcmmn then ‘awed and fascinated, for hus powers
seemed little ess than miraculous During the first of the gales, I
remember 1 tried to keep hum to the rack pools and the more
sheltered corners, but one day his pursuit of some unseen prcyha‘
taken him to the seaward side of a hugh dry reef at the very ude’s
c'&_igc As :l‘lc long undrcrtuw sucked outward he was 1 no mofe

nigher, surging m tifteen feet tall and as yet unbreaking [ yelled
to My as the wave towered darkly towards herm, but he went oo
canng and paid no heed to me It curled over and broke just
before 1t reached hum, all those tons of water just smashed dovwtt
and obliterated hum, enveloping the whole” rock behind 1 3
booming tmult of sea Somewhere under 1t I visualized My
smashed body swirling round the foot of the black rock Butas
the sea drew back 1 a long hussing undertow 1 saw, meredu-
ausly, that nothing had changed there was My st lymg m ¢
shallow marbled water, stull cating hus fish

He rejorced 1n the waves, he would hur} lumself strarght as an
:rmtl ngh: lntollhc great roaring grey wall of an oncomung
£ Laam emae s i€ Ul QULE 1 UIOUEAE that SOME WLIY Uik
to seck new lands had seized him and that he would go o8
swimming west mnto the Sea of the Hebrides and that 1 should not
sec limagamn
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flls and at ol hus favourite pools in the burn or among the rock
edges by the sea, 1 would begin to worry and to roam more
wadely, calling s name all the while. His answenng note of
Rco%muon was 50 like the call of some small dowdy bird that
tnhabus the trees by the wateeside that my heart would leap a
bundred times before § knew wath certainty that I had heard hus
vorce, and then my relief was so unbounded that 1 would allow
to dry me without protest
The first time that I found him 1 distress was 1w the datk
1 rmnom PO L% IS}

. L wdae neame eanse

PRI N U R |

. v
o . 2e 1 Alamo thaenrk ar the

feaches the bed of the stream, and m summer the sky's light
comes down thin and diffused by a stipple of oak and birch leaves
whose branches lean out far overhead. Here and there 2 falltc’n
tree-trunk spans the narrow gorge, its surface worn smooth by
the passage of the wildcats' feet The atr 15 cool morst, and pun-
gent with the smell of wild garhc and watery things such as crgs
2nd mosses that grow 1 the damp and the dark Sommmcé_ E ;
bed of the stream wadens to deep poals whose rock flanks affor
';’° foothold, and where 1t looks as though the black water must
e bottomless

Once Morag asked me m an offhand way behind v;luch é

sensed a tentative probing, whether T felt at ease 1n that place.

was a question that held a taait cunf:ssl?r: aixdl ‘rc_‘pllfi rt:r:nnkzlﬁ)‘ri

possibilicy, 1 were bemg followed 1 catch myseit ey,
I
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IR © st e= an sl anb ok arn smnartant o My
. have

R . = lead,

. . ever

To conform to the spirit of my confession the gorge ought, of
course, to be shunned by bird and animal alike, but 1t has, n fact,

ote of both than one might expect Thereare foxes’ and badgers’
and wildcats” dens 1n the treacherous, near-vertical walls of the
ravine; the buzzards and hooded crows nest every year 1 the
branches that lean out over the dark water, below them there are
the dippers and grey wagtarls (a crass ornsthologteal nusnomet for
this canary-yellow creature), and, for some reason, an unustal
number'of wrens that skelk and ewitter among the fern What-

D \

~ ama = =ml mcialicasa catna nannle does ot
- feer

PR T i Y LR S 4 conl s avarnall drop-
. That

. alsof

the gorge above the second tatls difer HLe 1o e of the

atch below 1t, then, a further hundred yards up the burn's

, course, the way 15 blocked by the tall cataract, erghty fect of
foatming white water falling sheer

My cettamly, found nothing distasteful in the reach where my

ghosts walked, and he had early used his strength and resouree 0

scale the Camusfema watertall and find out what lay beyond

Thereafter this maccessible region had become his espectal haunt,

and one from which his extraction ‘prcscntcd, even when he was

o . i iR o G |

- ~ = mout 0

VOKE,

. . - caller

percerving hus faint, bird-like response On this occasion there

was mote water m the burn than 15 usual 1n summer, and there

had been, too, 2 tecent landshide, tempotarily destroymng the only

practicable access from above 1 lowcred myself mnto the ravine

on 2 rope belayed to the trunk of a trec, and I was wet t©
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8 wast affer the firse few yards of the burn’s bed. 1 called and
“Ifd- but mny voce was rxmmxhcd and lost n the sound of
- . . - 1rds answered me with

one of these birds, 1t

below ham, he was looking at me, and, accordmg to hus hghts,
wlaal 3 a0y [ D PR A . iie

wete all rotten, and ¥ had to make the rope fast to a stump on the
2bove, 2 sump that grew 1n soft peat and that gave out from
Isranrean amca A hovw o ndyhen T goed hard onat.

legs when he 5.~ . ..
once]thought
the fope at my
S00n 25 My arm cowld reach him, but the NALEEsses, Witk Wi
€onstant 1ramersion, never lasted long and I trusted thus one

€3 WELE LWO JUSINg, MIGEUL Liagtsm wE 8 uuyomut |, %
gence of the tchc mo%s above me, and the gradual parting ug ie
Tivets that held My’s hamess together  All in all 1t was onc of d:c
Dastiest five minutes of my life, and when 1 reached the top the
orwe AFsha s s weem w11 L Sl a1 v one tog

Hali 1L Was pul W sdeun My bad veen nussing, st
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ravine, for mne hours and had perhaps passed most of them on
that ledge, for he was ravenously hungry, and ate until T thought
he must choke
There were other absences, other hours of anxiety and search,
but one m particular stands out 1n my mnd, for tt was the first
tume that he had been away for a whole mghe, the first time that
I desparred of lum I had left hum i the early momning at the
burn side eating hus eels, and began to be uneasy when he had not
returned by mid-afternoon 1 had been working hard at my
book, 1t was one of those rare days of authorship when every-
thing seemed to go nght, the words flowed unbidden from my
pen and the time had passed unheeded so that1t was2 shock to
realize that T had been wniting for some six hours I'went out and
called for Mlgudown the burn and along the beach, and when [
&id wot find hum I went again to the ravine above the falls Bt
1 -+ .ot JE T T U R e e
realized when, above the second falls 1 came upon two wildaat
Iattens at play on the steep bank, they saw me and were gone 1
2 flash, but they had never heard my voice above the sound of the
w Ueft the burn then and went out to the nearer islands, tt
low uide and there were exposed stretches and bars of soft
Avhite sand  Here ¥ found otter footprints leading towards the
Lghthouse 1sland, b\Ln 1 c‘ou]d not be certain that they were My's
—an [ Y.

LRI N, wmarks

imprints were very prease ARl that evenng I searched and

called, and when dusk came and he still did not retumn I began to

despair, for his domesuc life had led hum to stnetly du
b AL PR v [ O W

o'clock 1t was blowing strong to gale from the south and on the
windward side of the nlands there was a heavy sea begmmng 1@
pile up, eridugh, 1 thought, for him to lose his bearings 1f he were
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trying to make his way bomeward through 1t. 1 put a light in
each window of the house, left the doors open, and dozed fefiilly
nfiont of the kutchen fire By three o’clock m the momang there
wWastha forer o ma ol €1 . vae moetlto .
mﬁwv\-\«:ni!L\...I..\‘_.-:' M R T N,

- .. . .
w tate { made so much leeway that 1 was nearly ashore agan
before 1 had done, and after thr an hour I was both wet and
scared. The bigger 1slands gave some shelter from the south wind,
Bt the raseamas fumie s ohim e sa otk o n ar cwn sae b

Wi 2 stroke, would h'avé been fecdxnig the lobsters. To com-~
wlara e 3 e e Myms Lala Tn aeder to keep clear

ofme, 3 big bull whose sabre fin scemed to tower @ matl s Leigh.
out of the water, and, probably by chance. he turned strazght for
me My nerves were strung and tensed, and I was 1o no frame of
mind 0 assess the true hktﬁhood of danger, 1 swing and rowed
for the nearest 1sland as though man were a Kaller's only '{my& 1
grounded on 2 recf a hundred yards from the ert wsand, 3% ;
s not gowg to wait for the nde to fc me Shthenng zlnd
founderng 1 thigh-deep water over 2 rock .l:dge l| “‘mgﬁ ed
reached the tern sland, and the buxds rose SCTETIIE ALt bt 2t
2 dancing eanopy of ghostly wings, and I sar down on the
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My was a%l over me, drenched and

realized that hus harness was burst aparr, o
pezhaps a day or more, he must have bee
struggling, g’csp:ra{c, waiting for 2 resen
[am aware that this scene of reunion,
me had preceded 1t, must appear to masn
nvscous T rmght write of 1t and subseg
dshonesty, a negation of my Ecclmg' g
i R

out which hts words are WOTLILUESS, 4Ly
for ansmals that 1 adopt would, despitr,
mught essay, reveal 1tself as intense, ever
time that My meant more to me than g .
acquatntance, that I should muss lus ph;
theirs, and 1 was not ashamed of 1t Jre,
pechaps, L knew that My trusted me s, -
my own knd, and so suppled ameed s

When I mussed My from his acow
first to the waterfall tor there he v,
chasing the one big trout that e
Blls, catching elvers or Playmg we -
bad been washed down Snm:t‘m, L
house carrying a pmgTON8 " g, o
and he ngld sull be at the W3(tr‘ﬁ’ i
1t under water ;;xd l:ﬂ&go"w;;r ..
pouncing on 1, pIRE, C
it which the human onlooker e~

1
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fushed silence 1 thought 1 knew them all, but I was wrong Not
the smallest nterruption 1 her fow of speech not by so
much as 3 hint of an mi‘rawn breath did she betray that she had
percarved the madent, only her eyes, as she continued her sen-
tence, assumed an expression of unbelieving outrage enturely at
Varuanee wath her words
Oue of the few people who escaped this hall-mark, as 1t were,
of My's acquamntance, was Morag I mysclf had had both exrs
prerced carly 1n nty assocration with my namesake, and now
tﬂf’)’ed immunity To only two other people did he extend the

¢ . .
cach, that 15 10 say;, he formed an entirely different relationship
With Kathleen, whose mere proximiry would send lum mto
Cticae ke oo 11 Ca P i
b R
S . i
Pured to put up uncomplamingly with s most exuberant horse
Phy With Motag he was gentler, less bullyng, s love, and
with me mote d 1, more resp to the of
emmand, But 1t remamned around us three that his orb revolved
when he was not away i his own imponderable world of wave
d water, of dim green depths ard tide-swayed fronds of the
562 tangle, we were hus Triniry and he behaved tawards us much
 Mediterranean people do towards thars wich a mixture of
trust and abuse, passion and 1r wation In turn each of us m h:ur
oWn way depended, as gods do upon his worship, L, pc{ ps,
mow of all, because he belonged to the only race of hving
creature that was ever likely to bear my name
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My seemedin those days to possessa quality of indestrucnbilry,
a (m%rrkumcss to fhysxml hort that was hetle short of
mraculous He succeeded despate all my precautions i falling
from the gall~ry to the parquet floor below but he mught, for all
dhe notice he took of the madent have fallen upon a feather bed,

s head wag caught, without }Jmtcsl 1n 3 ammmg door and,
loLot, L £ caan e Thad been out

box room where he had a tavtered armchar of his own and 2n

eleetnc fire that shene down upon 1t from the wall When 1

@me m ¥ opened the bathroom door and called hum, but there

WS 00 response. § went 1 and saw that the bath was empey o

water, at the bottom of 1t my safery razor was i two pieces

lymg among sphintered picces of the blade It dn)d ot at that
[P

hmw

WL SEIrsatistaction 25 thOUGR LOMSLIVWS U - & wpy =
cult task wath stiative and acumen and there was ot as far
s T could discover so much as a scrach on him

¥ cannot now remember whether when I had been m Irag 1
bad ever seriously constdered what was so be done wth an ofter
danng such times as | was unable to laok afeer him myself when,
for example T was agatn abroad or even when 1 wanted to be
away frota my own premises for a day or two Perhaps [ had

four or five hours but for DO JONEEr VAIESS those L OULS v o

m the evening and now I found‘ my achvities 50 ‘mnmmi\g
- 1 i sy

w0
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mside the gardens he plodded sturdily ahead at the end ot fus
YA TN R 4 L1 . n

where, winter long the eagles wheel above the wastes of water,

and where they must be the otter’s only natural enemy, or

pechaps an inborn mstinct that hus race’s foes came from the

skies 1left lum 1n 2 grim cage whose last occupant had been 2 sick

wart-hog, and when the door was closed on him and he found

himsch;ﬂfn‘c I-usJ wLmIs went £0 rmy heart 1 could hear hum long
o K ' T

into which he had sunk when shut 1nto 2 box on the air joutney
H- had refused all food, and after digging at the iron and cement
enclosed hum untid hys feet bled he had curled up n my sheep~
mazedual ado 1o 1 vy T
4
to death. s
B el Tadae e PR R

sky and bjn‘ghc autumn sunshine 'My car was a feroctous vehicle,
A R -, LR

that she seemed to tequite about as often as more modest con-
veyances need sefilling with petrol With the last hundred miles
the runmng-in distance was, on the rulometer, completed, but
m my anxacty to reach London and my puung otter 1 left out
of account that they had been covered so slowly as to be valueless
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g' the purpose 1 came out on to the long straight north of
ranthars, and unfortunately there was not another car 1 sight
toslow me down. Thad been dnving at about go m.| h,now, I
g,mght' 1 would go very much faster, and, for a sgort ume, I
d. “The supercharger screamed, dial needles moved with
meredible rapidity towards red zones, I had a glimpse of the
A 5 - (AR

trarl of od stretching away belund me I came to rest o posite 1o
a farmhouse, and aﬁ 1 coz,xld think of was whether a n};m coul
get me to London before the staff of the zoo sanatonum went off
dury for the evening The farm had a telephone, the only
possible trarn left Grantham in tharty-exght munutes, and T caught
1381t was moving out of the station

Back at the 200 sanatorium, 1 could not at first even sc¢ My m
his cage There were s lot of dead fish Lymng about uptouched,
and a big basin the size of a hap bath had been slopped about so
that there was water everywhere, the sheepskin Jacket was lymg
m a huddle m the muddle of thus, and there was no movement
anywhere 1 came in through the stee] barred door and called huis
name, but nothing surred 1 put my hand 1nto the Jacket and 1
felt hum warm and breathing, as far into the arm hole as he could
push humself  Oply when I thrust my hand 10 beside hm untd T

could touch his face chd he begin to awaken witha slow, dazed
i

wide
ke

In those two days he had taken on the souL s
odour of stale unme and dejection and indigniey ¢hat 15 the hall-
mark of the captive, he had lost hus self-respect and fouled hus
own bed, so that his usually sweet-smelling fur stank Like an ill-
kepe ferset It was not an experiment \hat Tever cepeated, but bis
boarding, was clearly = problem to whach I had ro find a solutson.

He pard one more visitto the zoo, but this ume notasa captn”
1 had for long wanted to bave 2 Clear, eye-level view

ass ba HOUSE



150 RING OF BRICHT WATER
[V IV R T D I - -

ould be like tof me to remamn at Lamustedrna walting day atees
day for the return that I did not believe possible. He dud ot give
way an mch.

1 karned later from someone else with more humanty

‘T felt [ couldn’t sit by and see you decenved,” he sud It's
st not 4 decent action m a man and that's the troh, Tsaw the

by of the beast on the lorry when it stopped in the village and
therd"wasn't 2 hawr out of place on the whole shin—except the
head, which was all bashedin  [fhe didn"t know fine 1t wat yours
he knew then beause I told lnim  You want to ger your Pead
scento” Tsud 1f vou think that's a wild otter, ot 1f you thunk
3 wild ote would wait for you to kil 1t 1n broad dayhight ™ &'s
i\xst a pack of hies he's relling you, and ¥ couldn’t thisk of g'm!
looking and calling for L:mx et up and down the burn and by
the nde every day, and him cﬁ:d alf the while”

I got the story hele by liedde My had been wandenng widdly
for some days past and though he had always retumned at roght
he must have covered great distances, for he had turned 13) one
day ata hamlet some eght rules south by sea There be had bees
recogmzed and gone unmolested, the nexe day he had joutncy
north up the coast to the willage whete he was killed. Eather
hm Aug ho Tead e o e, . . -t
deduction. My had been on hus way home when he had met Big
Angus, and he had never been taught to feas or dastrust a0y
human bemng { hope he was kifled quickly, but 1 wish he had bad
one chance to use bus tecth on hus killer

He had been with me for 2 year and 3 day on the mght be tad
Ieft London.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

F Il’"ff‘“’ My desperately, so much that 1t was a year before T

¢ svd, bt it seemed, atcer he had gone from 1t, hoflow and in-
sufficient, for the ficst eume all the fimhar things 1n which [ had
ken joy appeared as a stage backcloth agumnst which no player
moved. 1 did pot stay there after | knew that be was dead, -
Sead, Lreturmed at onceto Sialy and sesumed a work that had by
20 haam 1 cee 3 4Tl e veeae ennthe miced
1
f
1.
ffecred by the death of one wild ammal, but some part ot me
%00d aside and questioned the validity, the moralitv, perhaps of
such an atatude 1n face of the human musery surrounding me.
¢ my occupancy of the Isle of Soay, that year now ap) cared
o me eprsodic, sharply defined at begmnng and end, and with~
:,“‘ possible extension, but, as m that other mstance, 1 was
Xﬂﬂg

. .

P P TR VIR

beautiful ammal TIACT HIBEL W3R 3 very large wdl, s
Ouyra creanod ¥ soft bI“C’E'EY far, with a toxy Black-

apw—d
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part of the ume she remained almost perpetuatly on heat, what
was noticeable, however, was not so much the heat as the
hutudity  For the rest, she had some decp-seated psychosts
that made her about as swtable a pet as a wild-caught leopard,
For nne hundred and nunety-nine minutes out of every throum\d

grievous bodily harm was to spring from some high bookcase to
onc’s shoulder—she could leap rwenty feet wathout apparent
ort—and claw for the eyes with the rending pins on ber
ngers Whatever the early tranmanic experience responsible for
this hideous trearkery s we 1203 L0 N, L
with windows, - .. -
1 was standing : .
touching st, at the moment of the third and final outtage I was
v 1o, through the window to someone on the pavement out-
nde,
1 thunk I was fortunate not to have been killed by Kiko, for{
anorcd the dange- - ~~e € o T e eneed ey
st eyehd as an . . . . N
and clawed witt . - DR s
with my hands and as a result bear scars that T shal} never lase,
for her teeth were slashing istruments with razor-sharp edges. |
excused this on the pround that she had Interpreted my move-
ment as 2 gesture of aggression The next tirme 1 used my ams
rather than my hands to cover my eyes, and Kiko lost balance and
fell to ;}15 floor  She scemed to me to be making angry fents H

4l ity Cuwd lave produced that IS[Ohl&hlng VOIE, b v
out of the roam somehow, and made for the bathroom, leaving
behund mea trail of blood thatappeared appropnate toa shughter
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house. There I found that my tibial artery was sticking our of my
calf like a black cigarette end, and spouting blood to a distance of
more than a foot, 1soaked a handkerchuef and tried o apply 2
tourniquet, bur my knowledge had deserted me, I couﬁ’ not
semember the pressure pomt, At the end of several munutes
trymg here and there Lestimated that [had by now lost something
kke two pimts of blood, and I wasted several more seconds trymg
to caleulate how soon I'should lose consciousness, for I wasalready
begionng to feel weak and shaky [ made out that at the present

SR B TN . Te i

lemurs 1 the Chester Zoo She1ssnll mune, and once hoped that
she would breed and I mught rear ber offspring well s eltered
fom trauma, but now 1 fee) that lemurs, sharmg as they doa
common ancestor with man, mught require as careful choosing
25 do human fends

e tn amart fram the < hally

Ldsiing pore, W LHUvLIbs, e
barrassing  Later, after he had ‘moved o to less exacting ownet-

ship than mune, 1 was offered another with the curious bue most
=p§mpmzc name of Hitchcock, though he proved, m fact, to

ve been chrstened by the surname of hus owners, & was 2
rernder, and I decline

1 did not expenment
creatures, had, anyways
2cquiced wstead, 2 bakel

wth any other ammals, none of these
the least affimty with Camusfedma 1
's dozen of small, brllant tmp;al
. A
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venuonal romance 1t was burnied treasure, not symbolic treasure,
buc the hard practical ghitter of coms tn the peat Now, but alss
durng my year of absence, the ]:IK was thus gilded  Two forestry
"+ = bahillside above the house, came
. dropped, together with
en ance contamed They
were for the most pattcoun o - century, of Mary Tudor,
Plulip and Mary Elizabeth and Jamies 1, and one, the fargest of
themall a doflar prece of Fredersck Ulrac Duske of Bronswiek and
Luneburg, the savings probably, of some soldier of fortune 3
mercenary who, hke many Highlanders of ofd, had sold bs
sword and hus counage to the service of foregn commanders
The cache, f cache « was rather than 2 purse hurnedly hudden
when the enemy was already m sight, must have been a secret
kept to humself and whether he died fighting w some far-off
Jand or 1n the bitter, vicious skrrmushes of clan warfare,
treasure had thereafter remumed undssturbed for rore than three
centuries
In the carly spring of the following year I made up my mndts
80 back to Camusfearny There, f Xh the cold, gf:g‘ March
weather shwng on the landscape that had long become my
home, § found myself assuled agan by echoes of the empuncst
that Thad expenenced when My was Llled, dumly at first, 20d
then dlear and undisguised came the thought that the place wi
meomplete withont an otrer that My must have 3 succes<ty
that, 1 face there must always be an oteer at Camusfeima for 2
long ast oceapted the house
Having at fast made Up my mnd, ] turned all my attennon 1
T My'sexigench
fered to fpd 2
- cxnnum?i;‘n .
m Camusfe:
- the bay is alled
bouldcrs! formmf
in an earker 3635
s, there had been3
bLtter of cubs there  pur HOW, Liuy 4. of the inner
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bers had been well ordered and lined with fresh beddmg, there
was 1o sign of young, and the public lavatory was Intle used.
There 15 2 lavatory at every otter holt, and the excrement (which
sknown as ‘slpmnt', and has no offenstve odour, being composed

flmou entirely of crunched fish bones, or, 1 the case of shore-
e P [ R

of spramnt whose deposition must have been an acrobatic feat
for the totterng cub

One by one I visited 2l! the holts of which I knew, but there
seemed 1o otters breeding 1 the Camusfearna area. I did not
desparr of acquiring a cub locally, for otters have no ‘breeding
season’, and cubs have been found in every month of the year,
but as 2 second strmg I wrote to Robert Angorly 1 Basra, and
asked of he could arrange wath the Marsh Arabs to get me
another of Miy's species

In respanse to Angorly’s request the Marsh Arabs brought ina
suceession of cubs, three of which were Lutrogale perspiallata
maxwell, but each 1n turn died withm a few days of arnval This
he at Tast put down to the fact that for days before arnval they
bad been tendsd by ungentle and mevpert hands, now he sud
farly that he would accept no cub that had been more than
welve hours capts * i’ ERRI R A I
une he wrote to
England when I I} :
but he personally believed her to belong to yet another un-

scovered race She ltved m the house, and was as playful and
friendly a5 any dog

With thus apparent ctmm? of a successor to My, I began to
make elaborate preparations, for [ was anxious to make the fullese
use of my hard-eamed expenicace My early enquries for an

otterkeeper had at last borne [E\n:,'a.nd‘ now I was able to engage
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Angorly askmg Inm to postpone dispatch until the same fhight o
Tuesday the 15th.

On Monday, 14¢h July, revolution swept Irag, and on (hz.!
Tuesday they were playing football with the Crown Princt’s
head m the streets of Baghdad Of Robert Angorly, who by
nature of s office as chicf game warden nurabered as one of the
tyrant’s personal entourage, I have heard no word since

One wadent stands out from that golden, Mediterrancan
summer at Camusfedrna, a summer spoiled only by my own
small vacuum of frustranion my hittle foxes that spotled the vines
and robbed my loved landscape of 1ts full stimulus

Thus was a spectacle of such magmificence and magniude that
1t should, perhaps, have quelled 1 me an obsession as freakush a3
the desire for the companionshup of a particular spectes of wild
ammal  Often before I had seen the Northern Lights, the Aurora
Borealss, flicker and tremble acr »s the silent mght sky above the
mountams, but never, unul thar mighy had 1 understood theie
fearful majesty, or the sense of utter negation that they could

1931}

Tex Geddes, who had been my fellow harpoon-gunner m the
Eland of Soay Shark Fishertes, had come aver to visit me from
Saay, which he had bought when the venture was over Heleft
hus b:m :nlc'hor:d m the bay before the house, and we found 50'

.e . b
. ‘For C};ns('s sake! This must be the end of the world—they're
e tenda e - e 1 .ot

under a stupendous conical canopy, i the arens, perhaps, ot 2
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cosmic circus, where infinitely far overhead 2 muln-coloured

PSS | _-_ T, oef D oewan :L_ ;.. — L.
aternble and remote grandeur.

Here and there the rays were mtcnupte‘i and jagged, like the

B El) Coaeue TR

sights that 1 have seen 1t was at the same time the most beautaful
and the most ternble, 1t awoke m me som¢ ancient ractal anim-
1sm, 50 that  felt that I could throw myself prostrate to worship
andto placate

In the de znother attempt 10 2cquire an atter, but
by nov: av‘\:::;xnm;hi:g hope A foend arranged to 1mport,
through 2 London dealer, two Indzait Chwlc;s dotms, he was to
keep one and I the other m’lz;fy were described a5 being young

d a female
m’l'ht:m:‘:v::tilﬁem:o % fawe at London Auport at about one
o'cloc;tjm the mormung, and such was OUT anXety for therr wek-
fare that we were there to mect them  Thete was, however, no
trace of them, and, reflectng a8 ‘h’g' WEIE Consigned to 3 dealer
10 vl 1 sepresented hard cash, We retumed to bed “;‘

r
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friend’s 1n tus wife's lap, she had sat up all ughe trymg to.
the pathene little creature back to bife

Te s, of course, preasely those people who find such maxd
the most repugnant that by thew patronage keep abse &
nauseating ynarket 1 wild anumals, and after thos L was deter
mined that | would try no more importing of otters* 7
normal channels

These musfortunes mught 1n themselves have deterred ont b
obsessed than 1, but there was yet another mn store, mote 1ant’
ing even than 1ts predecessors, fot thus tume all obstacles sceme
already to have é’:cn surmounted A veternary officer
S; pore p g pet oner 10
Enghish oo The news of this action reached me mmedatel,
andTat once offered an exchange for the abonunableKiko wh
market value was some four times that of the oveer My offer
accepted s wniting and I travelled south from Camusfoama
take defivery During the twenty-four hours ocrupied by s
Joumey, however, a friend of mine, all unaware of the
action, set abiout trying to obtarn the otter forme, nd 10 thse
contacted the previous owner, who was spending 3 bref hohids
m the north of England  For some reason this gentieman

. ~aa 113w tah ad harsfwith o

. ang ot

of off

ot the 200 concerned, 1 remarns to this da
After thrs third disappornrment 1 made {:p my mind to 702"
cubin Scothnd, and wath that end m view | returped ©0 G+
fema, for a prolonged stay, in the spang 0f 1959
had beey there (gor 1o more than a weck when there o
by far the “ﬂnsﬁt episode m the saga of my efforts 1
B‘Aubnl, 3 comadence so extravagant, partaking so msolently,
o . Sed or 1w a0t

. . wodd mifes 3wt
0 meet an ATiving guest, a foundation goest, 35 1 “'“;,“ 9
over many vists had constructed much of the Cammius
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farmiture, and who with me had watched the house grow from
an empty shell Tarved very early in the village to do some
necessary shopping, and had lunch in the hotel, # large and
cxcccdmglz lossy hotel that caters for the most moneyed
clement of the tounst trade, m the summer 1t 1 loud wath
Cadillacs and transatlantic accents Now, however, 1t was
comparatively empty, and on falhng mto conversation wath the
hall porter I ounf gzt we had many acquamtances m common
He remembered my shark-fishing boat the Sea Leopard, we
shared affe of Captan Rob: of the island
steamer Lochmor, who, because of a voce pitched m l:m almost
F S Rl i S AP

mist, and there was among his passengers a certamn admiral,
spending hus leave 1n the Hebrides' Peering from the boar-deck
mto the envelopmg white screen, the admiral thought the ship
on a course to lead her 1nto 2 munefield and as the minutes passed
and the Lockmor churned on unheedngly he grew tmore and
more apprehensive At length hus alarm became so acute that
he deaded to beard the captamn on the bndge  The two had
never met, and Squeaky was quite unawate that he was carrymng
a high-ranking naval officer  Gazing glassly abead with bus
remarkably protuberant blue eyes and dreamung perhaps of
happy deals m coupon-free Harmis tweed at the northem
extrenuty of his run, he was suddenly outraged to observe
standing at his elbow a stocky httle man 1 a rancoat and 3
Homburg hat Squeaky was an habicually 1rascible man, and be

expludc

Ket off my plutty pridge, you pugger!” he shouted 1n 2 voice
en
hethae o‘fan ikl thar he was 1 avilan clothes,

queaky, though by nature

. >uld T be towng for
Armiral?
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‘Well—Captam Robertson—1 wondered whetber you wou'
be kind enough to give me our posion *

‘Positon? Ach, well, we're cﬁust here or hereabouts®

“No, 1o, Captam, I meant our position on the chart.”

‘Is it 2 chart?' shrilled Squeaky ‘I haven't secn a chart for fort

earst’

The admural was tustent *Ach, well, Atmural, if you're s
keen to be seeng a chart, come down to my capmn and have
wee tram, and we'll see what we can find you

The two went below to the captan’s cabin, and after ¢h
‘wee tram’ Squeaky began to vout about tn hus chart drawes
There were charts of the Indian Ocean and the China Sea, chart
of Polar seas and of the Canbbean, of the English Channef an
the Skagerrak, at last, seemungly at the very bottom of th
- PO T I | Liew T, vs 1 T, PR % R

Weit, Atmnirat, 1ts hereabouts we are, and this 15 our cours
northwards’

The admural stated omunously at a s, rnkling of black dot

_htm the ship’s path. *What,” he asked Elcnkly, ‘are these?

Qe male mmmend STL 1y e 11 > 1. -
upon the dream-like happerungs of ewo hours later Had we not
mn those few minutes discovered the bond of mutual friends anc
recollections, those extraordnary events would never have taker

t e - .o
of sight of the gravel sweep beyond the glass. Suddenly the hal
porter came tunung over to us from the hall



RING OF BRIGHT WATER 161

“Mr Maxwell!” he called ‘Mt Maxwelll Come qurck to the
door and tell me what's thus strange beast outside—quick !

Uhave an open mind on the subject of so-called telepathy and
txtra-sensory percepuion m general; 1 have ha:i one or two

guest or whether he had 2 separate moment of clarvoyance, he
t00 had a sudden and vivid knowledge of what was outside the
00T

Four people were walking past the hotel, makmg for a car
parked near to the jetty At their heels lolloped a farge, sleck
atter, of a species that I had never seen, with a silvery—coloure

cad 2nd 2 snow-whte throat and chest Ihad a deep feeling of
uareahity, of struggling i a dream

Trushed up to the party and began to jabber, probably quize
tncoherently, about Mybdl and how he had been killed and
about how time and ume agam my cffores to find a successor
had been frustrated at the eleventh bour 1 must have been
hlk}ng a great deal, because wl'm !hc‘y,chrc sayng 1 reply

bottle In six weeks we've got 10 §O DAtk L0 West 31114, S0 I
looked like a zoo or nothing—what else could we do? Everyone
admires her, but when they come to the pomt of actually owning
berthey all shy off  Poor Edal, 1t was breakmg my heare

he steps of the hotel by this tme and the
he nape of my neck—that well-remem-
hard whiskets and soft face-fur

We were siting on ¢

Uiy 18as
there was to meet Iy BUSSl 4 (€ vuty Leusvis Ludl it
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 half-Alsarian brech, The composition of the other half wasopen
0 speculanion and she was about a year old  Very soon after ous
srrrval at Sapele she had tumed up from God knows whers, 3
pundly-legged, pot-bellied, thoroughly ugly and very s
puppy We took her w, and she recovered to stay with us ard
prow into & beaunful ammal, a constant friend and 2 paturd
guard dog
‘Now Priscills took upan herself 2 most important function,
which was probably vial to the successful reatmg of the new-
comer
‘Responding to the hittle creature’s cnes for help, gently bt
firmly and with a somewhat officious arr, she nuzzlcfcli: doth
*~and licked  She was rewarded with a positve explosion
. and a stream of excrement. The cug's enes became less
thotioh they mere oad = 1£ 1 RRSER)

Luger wili serve

In due course the bottle was prepared. Paula took the b
wito the erook of her arm and offered her the rubber teat, 3s 5008
as she tasted the malk she sucked avidly, but she was soon sats~
fied takang lirtle more than an ounce, and fell snto a deep con-
tented sleep

"Wlulc she slept we took stock of the struation.

‘At the end of her mornmg s shopping n Sapele Paula fad
noticed several Afncans mnfmg argmung around one of tha
numlfxr ;«'hu held a box contamning it seemed to her at ﬁxs:' a
couple of very young puppies T aneeres!

* Which kind of }ECE[S[F;? s.;ll‘:e;;?lk cavghebe

+*Natece-bear,” answered another

At all,” sud 3 thed  Dis na rablyt * (Rabbue 15 the Yo
name for a species of big rat) A fourth was emphatic 1 B
disbelief

‘“Nale,” hesad
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“Paula’s curiosity overcame her and she went to see for herself

At the same time 2 senior Affican jomed the group  This be the
group

pxccz of water-dog,” be mtoned, settling the controversy for
goo

‘It transpired that two young fishermen had come upon the
bolt 1n 2 raver bank and heard the cubs iside  So the cubs were
dug out, and 1t 15 certan that f they had been old enough to show

ela oL 1. IR IR ] T bt . 3
ther -
muc
Saj -t
of?: -
Large sums of money for useless beasts—particularly of the beasts
are small and helpless and sure to die if left

“There were two cubs a male and a female The female was
larger and lighter m colour than the x‘nzlc It seemed iomcwhz:
s . . L.t -
t . .
¢ dvded from fine which
th divided from the grey at a lne whic
cx: c:dlllécﬁ::fsl :ﬁ:‘gék of the Jaw :3_ the shoulder  Thesr tals

en

‘were no thcker than an ordunary P 2 ofthe famale cub

‘ Paula secured possessiol
forAtfl.:r ::,‘;Cl? *;,lef,: n:(c she had with her and excracted 2

1d to a European
hat should the other cub not be so p
3::1’:22 :mv; Zhgrt tme 1t wsul'd be_brolxghr to our h?usc' ) The

AL PIIILAUG 110 i€ sout
We were stayng at an ou-p r l»;l sou N
the Butsh Cameroons and onc evenmg we 4
prccmo:wry of ugh ground at a remote edge of vy
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Below ts on out left there wasa g raver runmng in spate From
sts far bank the dense black rain forest stretched for endless ur-
known mules mto the heart of Africa Directly below us, froma
waterfall to our nght, a clear stream flowed L{;rough deep pools
tojoun the river The briefe: atortal dusk was begmmning
‘Among the rocks below Rxc waterfall two brown figures #ef¢
yhymg, indistinct at that distance  For several munntes they
sporte together, sometimes upry ht, somenmes roliing on the
smooth bare rocks Then takung C%canly to the water, they sWa
N with magmficent stnuous grace through the clear calm pools 2
hundred Feet below us Unmustakably otters they were them bu
so big that our native otters must secm pygmues by comparisch
They were not less than five feet from nose to up of tatk Yitheand
owerful, a breath-taking sight
o Rl L iabe araw so big We guessed
'. . - he had beet

*“T'wo hours after her first meal with us sie wakened and
struggled free of the towel which was her teraporary bed Usnp
her stubby loose-jonted hmbs as oass she rowed ferselfalong &
her sleck bcll{l She was pleased to recetve our attennionsanct E
another small feed, made up of onc part of ordinary 20
evaporated milk wath two pasts of boiled and cooled Wit
added. This was a pretty strong muxtuire and when, as &
1n the first two or three weeks, the cub had diarrhoea We dilut
1t by simple rule of thumb reckonng Inany case we ame
conclusion that some looseness of the bowels wth muct® ;:
normal to an mfant otter. The muxture was served at 2 18
above body heat, 1. percepuibly warm to the +ouch at elbow &
back of wrist

“In the first two or three wecks she slept most of the e %
c T e T o1 dewner vinth gVETY awaken!

. e e ' +rdmatc

, S . ot

0 PrOPOTHION, HEL CYEs OPENCy Wiuts s  and d\u!.

smokiness cleared. Movements ateracted her; she €379 10 12%
nuze her bottle and would stretch out her hands o hold st
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“They were fascinating those hands The srubby fingers were
strong and mobile and only shghtly webbed At the tip of each
puk finger there was a tmny depression, the vesngal representas
aveof aclaw Her hands were tmporeant to her she used them
o mvestipate every new object, and as she grew older they
develo :dg:mazm dextenty
s we called her had an wsunct for cleanlness, and
always on waking she would struggle away from her bed for
tarlet purposes. We occupicd only the cool upper foor of our
house and feared for her safety s0 we made her a day bedm
beer erate.. Crumpled coptes of the awmal Daiy Telegraph made
an excellent disposable, absorbent base and soft cotron cloths
Taade the hed pronar The « holad  wfeiq 16 Jomfo
& - '}

1- ' L (0
beo s slept 1 o nest berween out putows  1hete was many 2
franue rush when a squsaky Whee whee proclaimed that she
was stirrm,

For the first two or three days we fed her two-houtly with
one or more feeds m the night as she demanded them. And those
feeds had to be yust mght Anmdignantcrescendo Wheeeeeeeee
soon told us of the bortle were cold  Time passed the tatervals
between feeds extended to four hours and the mpht feeds were
stopped. The quanuty she took at each feed mncreased to six

oun
- LN A o e ok of
N ould
[y
n eevmo the Polythene ttts g x|

yould et mulk op HECROE ML BEL &40y w0 e
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“When she ticed she would come to the side to be hfted out and
a1 e T, 111 Do Lo ER

thrust her muzzle mto the hole, poke her fingers through the
P ST . 14

wram o JE SRR mear ynetf Theo

Pprancing

‘Her bastc conversational vocabulary was a hagh-pitched
whistling “Whee” With loud and soﬂ:,xort and long and other
vanations of “Whees * she had quite a fot to say and sad it We
came to understand much of 1t Two expressions 1n particular we
knew “Wheeeee-uk * sad “I want some water i the bath”, and
several amuious churping “whees” suggested a swift trp to the
garden

‘She kad to be duced gently to the f-d Tt was
Just too 816 out there  From her lavatory patch she would toddle
anxsously back to the safety of the doorway There she would

pause and turn, head down and wary, as ancestral memones
ot crnd A€hal ok o amoms ae aFhasvara Than har x hite throat

toom one laborious step after another, and was always patently
glad to be back. This was her home and she accepted us as her
parents who loved her and laughed with her and provided all she
required  And her greatest requirement was our company In
her waking hours she would never willmgly let s out of her
sight It was a requirement we found easy to fulil, for we never
tuced of hers

. Her playmates I.w‘cd here too . Pr'lsaya Elﬁvc.d r.mh Edal

[N

[
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“These monkeys are very affectionate i their own crazy way
They love to cling to one 2nd hate to be alone _But they ate full
ofsm At hiberty 1 a house they leave a trail of devastation, and
Dttle can be done to teach them good behavour In dllustration
of thus there 15 a story of 2 man who set about house-trainmng one
Diligently, when the monkey messed, he would seize 1t, slap 1rs
backside, and toss 1t out of the window  After some wecks his
efforts bore fruit The monkey would mess on the floor, slap s
own backside, and jump out of the window

“When Oweenk was first allowed to mee the toddlng Edal
she danced and chattered with dehight She cuddled Edal in hee
arms and searched 1 her far—much to Edals chagrin—and
waled when they were separated  All too soon monkey-wise,
the loving turned to muschievous seasng and evenwally they
became enermues

“To me the much-vaunted human affinity of the monkey wears
and as these two young creatures

than 1n th f an orter,
e e, o, £ therr behaviour made a

atw up together the companson o
scmating study
Edal's tactile handling of object
enzied mampulations  her Joyful
}mum capermes  Gay friendliness con

s contrasted with Oweenk’s
play with the monkey’s
trasted with urchin

' -~ The

<
=d her

frong seeth and Little buws UL ew wiuw cnamel
ﬁppeta:; :: :;::L\;hce At the same yme she became dussatisfied
with hey bowle One afternoont when 1 went to the kitchen
refrigeraeor for a cold drink she tried to scramble mnto 1t, snorting
Toudly and greatly exated The cook had left some herng roes
‘hﬂ’:);n A Tdal wanted them Icut them nto strips for her andshe
ate themall. Soon the mystificd manager of the Sapefe Kungsway
Shop wanted to know why o carth we wanted so many of bus

Edal was weaned.
coldstore herungs neal pride we applauded these evens, but

“ res
zha‘fl 1‘::‘ ‘Z"Z".f a the canmes of her upper jaw, began to give
her mucxh Bwu\ak, "and our jubilation chaneed to concern. For
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upon and 2 box of matches was treasure-trove She ap?eucd to
Ao — P . L] [

especially runner beans, enjoyed pastry, and was franticaify tond
of ice-cream  She would take a piece 1n both hands and cram 1t
mto her mouth, making ecstatic Ettlc mewmg noises and getting
tharoughly messy When offered a tasty morsel she really
wanted she would moan softly and “hurech”™ through her nose
before taking 1t .

% *She drank frequently and spent a great deal of her ime n the
bathroom, for when not actally 1n the bath she liked to take her
day-time naps there She hkec{ a towel to slecp on, and if one
N e e Tal - dad (ha g 13 Lol haeeall r Man ane

1 L v . Mo - » r

& = ey o Iy a1
a sutable part to suck, then she would suck at st with tremendous
fervour, eyes shut ught, mewmg and snuffing and wagghng her

rump unt she fell asleep . Tt
P ' fe T enn male laeabas audiba

making her turn around then dash between her legs to gama
yardor so
*She jouned our evenng walks with Prisalla and Oweenk and

the cats When we left the house she became very wary, staying
close to heel and snorting 1n alarm at any sudden movement, wi
an mborm awareness, 1t seemed, of the persecution to which her
Tace1s subject L . . .
. ‘Evenathomeshewasaptto . " P

e
i
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‘In seconds a jabberng crowd surrounded us.
“Eh! Look um "
“Look "¢’ tecth!”
:"Dem pass dog own {”

™"E fit to butc man proppah!”

“How ' no de bite wlute man?”

““AhIDss na doatah. I t'unk say 'e gie um njection

A seamy faced character 1n tattered shorts, evidently a fisher-
man, pushed 1nto the crowd

*“Eh Heh! Na watta-dog ! ’E keel fecsh fo’ watta! ’E bad fo’
we!If ¢ get chance e savvy bite man too much!™

‘1bad started the engine, and as I let 1 the clutch our know-
ledgeable friend was expounding the culnary properties of
Young otters

““As’e dead now, "e sweettochop 7

‘It was decrded thar Edal should come wath us  Polly was to
come as well In the short time remamng 1 obtamned the import
permt from London and booked aircraft space  Edal was
required to travel 1n a ventilated box and Polly n a light travel-
g cage
‘%chsumd the yourney on an appallingly hot day m early
March with a fight from Bemin to Lagos  The small aurcraft was
Iike an oven n the blistermg mud-day sun  Throughout the flight
the air was turbulent, and the plane was tossed about ke a small
boat 1n a storm. We were terribly anxous for Edal

‘At Lagos she was uncomscious and on the pownt of death. 'We
nished her to our rest home, her limp body was flercely hot, her
breathing mrermittent and gassl\:?, and her heart’ fluttered
fecbly as she struggled for Lfe m the last stage of heat exhaustion
We placed her on her back 1n the bath 1n an 1nch of coof water,
mexened he pached ot nd buhed b anbs nd ed
‘water from the refrigerator

When hee condtion bepage » bl I doperpe we gt
. 5
—— : i

e
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was nearly over now, but there remamed an overmght tramn
Journey to Inverness

“At Euston the guard was understinding and helpfil He could
not allowy Edal to jom us wn the sleeping accommodation but he
took her box 1nto hus own warm secton of the van where a stove
burned, and we were duly grateful.

‘At Inverness the morning was cn:jx and bright. Ttook delivery
of my car st the statton and we headed for the country, pausing
Ozlly to buy some fish for her Thcjdmy was ﬂne' :.sn:l clear wai
E T Pt 3 i

velled Wekl by ¢4l UUL Was 4 1estess passenger,
Joumey She mavelen well Y LIRSS passen

ng‘cm she was three feet long and weighed fiftcen pounds,
by May she had grown by ten pounds and 2 good dozen
ensely stron,
msg(i:;:‘:v‘z:: hu;mmay wc};ks m‘fccd, but we were due 10 go to
Ghana 1o June and agam we began to worry about ber fature
Deatly as we loved to have het wath us, the necesstty for many
Dy s ot e of eavel made partng vtk her, a lex
for 2 tme, mevitable We wer¢ a0mous to sce ber properly

°

T
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ling holiday hitched a Ift with us They wanted to go to Skye,
and since the ferry was but a few miles off ous route we elected
to take them there.

‘We made our usual mtermittent progress, stopping every
twenty miles or 56 to let Edal out for 3 while In the early after-
noon we stopped at the Lochalsh Hotel and wandered along the
terrace, loakeng across to the Julls of Skye  The gods were smi-
m(ﬁlon us that day, for they had taken the naggmg question of
Edal's future wnto ther own hands As we came abreast of the
hatal danew €a wat tos [X AR L ]

PR




CHAPTER THIRTEEN

No'mmc was decided at that first meeting, Edal's owmers not
unnaturally wanted to sansfy themselves chat ths extra-
ordinary comnadence was all 1t scemed on the surface, and that
she would find wath me the home they wanted for ber They
promused to write duning the next few days, Edal jumped mto
theic car with the ease of familteney, and as they drove away she
?ﬁw—cd leamung far out of the passenger window, one hand

theately sielding her windward ear

A week later she visited Camusfeima for an afternoon, then,
after an mterval of ten days Malcolm and Paula came to stay fora
week-end, to leave Edal with me when they went. Thadnot been

the b ) that rght Tiot, perbaps, nave toued My,
e e e be barne enovgh to baffe ths
appacently more docle, less self-walled creatute af she should
l}l:m} mn IK first days o ‘seek her late foster parents, withun these
confines w: dug a pool and piped to 1t water that rose m a foun-
tan ret approprate to more 2l ’“f“:_“:‘ilﬂgi‘};hc cngranee

faule of my own. ek-end, whak

first week-end, whale T was still a stranger 1
l:eEvc?i ‘f,““:ﬁfu;&“ﬂ’ were unfamuliar, Twas so cndun(g:g b;
Ed: {”:hz [?fuﬂn it ﬁaﬂ: l.ti?: 0l:»f’hevchnm,' own good fortune
oo the did ot feel he ¢ 1n her own home 1 {f

P

e
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in those first days only a fraction of her fascnation, 3 mere

er of the piquant personality I came to know later, but §

fw enough ta know that 1f [ had searched the world aver Ieould
iave found no more perfect successor to Mybil

On the third day, while Edal was sleeping soundly on the sofz,

3qulz and Malcolm feft slently Our good-byes were bushed,
. e 1V s apans po awaken that softly
- f their own feel
. . +d wself to me, an

n my long-postponed moucut wa v, felt mot jubilanon
but sadness fot the sundered famsly

After they had gone Junmy and 1 sat beside Edal on the sofs,
wating muserably for her awakening and the pame that we
thought wauld follow the realization of her abandonment Az
hour passed, two, and sull she slept on. Presently Morag arnved,
the Macdonalds had called at Druimfiaclach as they left, and told
her thae Edal might feel less lost and despanng i fomwue
company So we theee sat silently and anxiously, as around asick
bed, and my thaughts wandered Ltween the sleepg amnul and
her late owners, for T had recopnized m them the same obsessional -
feeling for therr otter as 1 E:; expenenced for My, and for
nothing 1n the warld would ¥ have changed places woth them
as they drove home desolate now

When Edal awoke at last she sppeated to nonce bitle amss
Paula’s jersey lay beside her on the sofa, her own towel and 78
were on the floo, and if she was aware of her owners’ sbsen®
the was too well-mannered 2 guest o comment upon it s0 eatly
1:6150. s was to be expected, she got on extremely well vk

Oﬂg

It 1s time 10 grve a more detarled desertption of ‘Edal as she was
when she came to me early m May 1950

By far the strangest and most captavating aspect of het w88 that
of het hands  Unlike My, whose forepaws were, despite the
dextenity he contrved with them, true paws with wide Conaec”
g webs betweenthe dignts, hers were monkey-hands, ww ob
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object that she could find. ’

Once 1n 3 hospital 1n Italy I watched a cripple ¢hild practismg
theuse of aruficial bands  She had before her a sohtarre board and
anumbered set of marbles, the holes were numbered too, but the
tarbles had been wrongly placed, and her task was to transpose
them until each ball andg socket corresponded. She worked with

plete absorp bl of onlookers, and wath each
passing munute she discovered new powers  Once, too, I had
‘watched a ball juggler practisng his act with the same with-
dmrw'n, mﬂirncd eye, the same abiejnc: of: xritation of impatience

would e upon her back passing them from band to hand, or
oceasionally to the less adept grip of her webbed but almost nal-
less hund feet, workmg always with two or more objects at 2
tume, gazing fixedly at them all the while, as though these
extremties of hers were m some way mdependent of her and
to be watched and wondered at. Ar moments 1t was dlearly
- - <. BRI e

limbs

Because, 1t seemed, of her delight 1n her own dextenty, 1t was
ber practice to msert her laything of the moment into some con-
tamer from which 1t 1,,3’ then to be extracted, a bfoz ora sh?e

Tota o
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ently fumbling fingers she would reach disconcertigly

sthe uouscx—Fockets of any guest who sat down in the house,
aardly wating for an introduction before scatterng the spails
and hurrying away wath as much as she could carry "Wath these
cunous hands she could, too, throw such playthings as were
small enough to be enclosed by her fingers  She had three ways
of doing this, the most wsual was a quick upward flick of the
atm andg forepart of the body as she held her clenched fist palm
downward but she would also perform a backward flick whch
tossed the object over her shoulder to Jand at her other side, and,
on occasion usmllr when 1n 2 sitting position with her back

d

a4 <hawenld throw overarm,
1Y, l‘,‘n
an
en
she shot the ball WiuC 0L v s ad
tail round with a powerful scoop to bring 1t back wathm range of
her feet
- "« ead noly heayy body iphabitn
- t cannot be descra
- - ppears to be attached

to the creature mside 1 av stx pomts onty e base of the nose, the
four wrists or ankles and the root of the tall When lymg at case
upon het back the surplus materl may be observed disposed 1
heavy velvety folds at one or other sde of her, or both, a shght
Fmsurc forward ftom the base of her neck causes the sk on her
orehead to nse 1 a mountain of pleats Like a furled plush curtamn,
when she stands upright Iike a pengun the whale garment ships
downwards by 1ts own merta into heavy wrinkles at the base of
her belly, grving hera ble, pear-shaped appearance
She 18 thus able to tum, wathin surprisgly broad hmuts, mside
her own skin, and should one attempt 1o pick her up by the seruff
of the neck one 13 bble to find oneself grpping a portion of skin
nghtly belonging to some quute different partother body, merely
ab easha nack  The colour of the
chest and
- as 1 bad
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oyt wiar W LU paust WAt IR WHOLY ulder-
standable The bib 15 divided from a silvery, brocade-texture
head by a sharp bne of demarcation immeduately below the ears,
the body and the tal are pale h-brown, velver
above and sik below Beyond the pomts of attachment at the
four wrists the fur 15 of an entirely different character, 1t changes
from velvet to satm, tny, close-lymg hars that alter colour
according to how the light falls upon them. The ughtly gloved
hands and the enormous fullness above the wrists give her the

does a bied Iiftmg her head to allow Lthe hqud to enickle dovn

Lo le herselt with a heavy and contding plump,
1‘;’::; 3,2 P:nndd :;gemm. Then she opened her moud:gagd oxfc

dpthc spoonfuls mto 1t while the soup noises reached 2
Lot crescendo At the end of this performance she would
POS’:“" on specrng the cup to make certan that 1t was indeed
:;‘;;Pshc would search 1nto 1t with enquuang fingers and
bsiracied gozey then, beldung 2nd buccupping {rom e o

- " 11 state otter cubs have
of SWIMIMETS, EVEl 1l Lie wi
ERC’“"“’ ustnct for water, and theur dam teaches

etle af any I

)
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the evenings. ‘Then one day our attention strayed from her fora
moment or two and she was gone. Where the wite jomed the
litele shed at the north end of the house, nearest to the budge and
the route by which she had arnved with Malcolm and Pauls, she
had found that she could force the barrier. By the time we had
made stre of her absence she had perhaps ten mnutes’ start.

We guessed nghtly the route that she had taken; when we
reached Driumfiaclach she had already been there {ox; 'ﬁvc\

staues (1 have found that 1f there 182 stawrway an oteer s possessed
of an yabenable mstnct to ascend 1) and wailed pitcously. She
scemed pleased to see s, and greeted Jummy with notes almost as
loud of those of her dustress, but she did not want to come back
to Camusfedna. We had never put the lead on her before, but
now there scemed no altermve

PN . ~ (R

ponderous person, for I was sl under xﬁlﬂpyrchcnsiubn astothe
threat contamed 1n ths 1tem of her repertore, As 1t Was, the
nervous stram was more exhausting than any load could have

JOPRIK DRI I I s pree PLV) -1

her home round bus neck bke lead-weighted fur coular.
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At the end of a fortmghe there was no further danger of her
strayng We had provided her with so many dustractions so
many novelties—and the greatest of these was cerramly constane
a0cess to running water—that she had been suborned. It was
pethaps fortumate for us that this period of acchmanzation
comnaded with the migration of the lvers For these transparent
morsels who swarmed and wniggled i the rock pools below the
waterfa]] and formed a broad snail paced queue up the verncal
tock besde the white water she discovered 2 passion that
obscured every other interest. Hour after hour she would pass
about these pools where My had hunted before her scoopmng and
pouncing grabbmng and munching reaching up the face to
pluck the pilgnms as they journeyed, and from these lengthy
outings she would retum surfeted to play and to sleep n the
katchen as 1f she had known no other home

These elvers however proved no small embarrassment to us
for over a penod of several weeks they mtermuttently blocked our
water supply and reduced us once agam to mmg water i
buckets from the bumn. In our anxety to keep occupied and

PR VPR P P O SO | S

1 ol - ' 1 L B | 1
- - 1 L} ! « w "

- N ‘ -

the only upstream eat from the pool took up their interrupted
mgration” with the same inflexible determunation that had
mspured them for the past two years asccnde the hundred and-
twenty yard length of ppe until they reached the perforated
*rose at the top The perforanons m the metal were " however
Just too small to allow passage to their bodies, and there they
stuck and died cach hole blocked by the protruding head of an
elver a pathenic and wromc end to so long and brave a journey
“The rose m the pool above the watecfall was accessible to us
only by rope descent into the ravine a dozen tumes a day
we would go there and extract the dead elvers but 1t was
Tike snaping at a svarm of locusts for befund them there were
ever more of the Joumeymng host to strangle on the very verge

of liberty
{



Edal on the s2f2-
Draungs by the authar.
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Routmne is, as I have explamed, of dous imp to
anummals, and as soon as we saw that Edal was settled we arranged
4 datly sequence that would bolster her growing sccunty: She*
had her breakfast of live ecls, sent, as they had been for My,
from London, and then one or other of us took her for a two~
hour walk along the shore or over the Julls During these
she would remasn far closer at hand than My had doree, and we,
carried the lead not so much as a posmible restramat upon her as2
safeguard aganst attack by one oFr.he shepherds’ dogs, for Edal
loved dogs, regarded them as p 1 play udw%‘;t:
unaware that many dogs i the Western Highlands ace th
encouraged and taught to kall otters.

On one of these mormng ounngs with her T had a doser view
of 2 wald otter than ever before Edal was huntung rock-pool bfe
on a Jedge two or three yards from the sea’s edge and a few fect
above it, she had lowtered long there among the small green crabs,
butter-fish and shrimps, and my atrennon had wandered from
her to an eagle coasting over the cbffs above me ' When Itumed
back to the sea I saw Edal, as I choughe, porporsing slowly along
m the gentle wavisd_‘ust beyond the pool where she had I

uld have touched her with, say, the end of a salmon rod I

hustled to her and began to rurn away, but as 1 dsd so the tail of
my eye percerved something unfamibiar wa her aspect, I Jooked
back, and ehere was a wild otter staning at me with mterest and
surprse. [ glanced down to the pool at my feet, and saw Edal,
out of sight of the sea, snll groping among the weed and under

the flarstones The wild otter stayed for 2 fon et Jook, and then,
apparently without alarm, resumed lus lnsurﬁy progress south=
ward along the edge of the rocks

In: those rock pools along the shore Edal learned to catch gobues
and butter-fish, occasionally she would corner a full-grown eclm
the hull streams, and Litle by little she discovered the speed and
the predatory powers of herrace  Her staple dice was o?:cls sent
alive from London, for probably no otter Gn remilin epurely
Bealthy wathout ecls, but she was also fond of ginger nuts, bacon
fat, butter, and other whinsical hors d'auvre to which her l,lg-
brmgiog by bumans had conditioned her, Among local fish sbe !

s

2
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disdained the saith or coal fish, tolerated lythe and trout, and
would gorge herself gluttonously upon mackerel. We pur her
IR

cels alive intn her canl whars 2foe aned £ 1 -

1
<
N ) [y ;Y
surface, composed of a number of round excrescences like the
balls of fingers, which enable her to catch and hold between them
an eel that would shther easily through any human grasp.

By the end of June she was swimming asan otter shoulg, diving
deep to cxglorc dumn rock ledges at the c'dgc of the sea tangle,
- N oo .- i

noticed, appears about six feet b‘ehmd an oner swimmng 2
P Taoe wee o e 1o . .
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T 'Ueaiwench numbet
not though

wary only 1n the breeany seasvu, so. .
wata thing of the past By 1959 there were stall some two ot thct
ﬁ:m nestng ar df:x loch, and 1 arranged for one brood to bt
tched under 2 hen at Monresth and sent up to Camusfelrna.
Afer 2 Jong and crcustous Journey bg tram and boat five
gasl‘x_zig: amva‘i, feathered but not fledged, gawky, wcouth and
a:

sl

g disp a marked p for human company
at vanance with the traditional characterssnes of therr race. This
dox was pleasing to me for like many others Fhad come roa
ondness for wild ammals and birds by way of blooddurstinese,
1 my youth 1 had been an ardent wildfowler, and these five
goshngs we:; the dxr;ct descendants of bards Thad shcgng wing-
'pped of otherwise lightly wounded at the monung fight years
before, It bad, 1 fact, been the kecpig and tamung of 2 few
wounded greylags shot 1n blustermg winter dawns on the salt
marsh and mud-fats of Wigrown Bay that had wmtuated m
attempt at a bving collection of all the wild geese of the worl
2nd these gabbling flat-footed fve who tre s0 petsistently to
foree thetr way mto the house at Camusfedma were the
geeration, or 5o 1 descent from the victims of m gin. Peshapt
1t was from some obscure {n’t of the gult under which, un-
en,

A
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As 2 duly delight and a5 an ornament to Camusfedrma these
gﬂmcular wild geese exceeded my most opuuusn‘tilcxpccta!mns
- K P Tlaconon 4 ac'vat nnahle ta flyr anle

fapping hopefully and g 1y, hiftng themselves a foor or

so 1nto the air and pmgrcs:mg‘m 2 sentes of 1ll-co-ordmated and

ungamly hops As 1t had fallen to Junmy Watt and myself,

10 be arborne. 146 Mo st vhas & stkits i
::;:a ::3,’ ed crash landings, but 10 those few seconds they
had found their pOWeTs, wathn a week they were strong and
certain on the WIng, and 1n answer to a call from the house they
would come beaung Up the wind from the beaches of the dustant

islands.
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profound rehef apparent, one would have sud, in ther every
action, they came trooping out at my heels and almost at once
took wing for the shore

# o 77

From the last days of May until early September the summer,
that year, took leave of absence, while England panted m
equatorsal heat and the coast roads from London were jammed

Y twenty queues of cars, C: 3rna saw onfy
sick gleams of sunshine between the ravings of gale and ramn, the
burn came down m roanng spate, and the sea was restless and
petulane under the unceasng winds The bigger dinghy dragged
her moerings and stove a plank, and there were few days when
the lirele flat-bottomed pram could take the sea without penl
Because of this, and because, pcrx‘haps, Iwelcomed Bdal'sfear of the

- - - AN

a chucklimg procession down the beach, and the whole strange
convoy set off from the nd:sL Lcdge u:ge‘:hn-, E::Ld shootmg
t - SE LI T

line, with the {orious ochres and oranges of tide-bared weed as
a tsor:vglm\md %o the heather, reddening bracken, and the *'

2B WO






RING OF BRIGHT WATER 197

After the first of these paradise days among the sshinds the
geese failed for the first nme to return at mghtfall In the morn-
ing T called for them, but there was no greeting chorus n reply
Tt was as yet early for them to have felt any migratory wnstinct,
which 1 tKough: would 1n any case have probably been extm-
gusshed by some generations of static forebeacs and when I had
seen 1o sign of '.%em by the afternoon 1 feared that they had
wandered too far and fallen prey to some tourist with a 22 nfle
I had, ndeed, given up all hope of them when in the early even-
g 1landed with Bdal upon one of the white-sand beaches of the
1slands, drawn there by the desire to make the acquamntance of
some visitors who had landed from a sailing dinghy I was talk-
mg to them when I saw, half a mile or 50 to the northward, the
long unhurried beat of goose wings agamnst the sky and re-
cogmzed, with an absurd surge of joy, my missing greylags
1 called to them as they made to pass lugh overhead 1n the sun-
shine, and they checked 1 mid air and came spiralling down 1n
steep, vibrant descent, to alight with a flurry of pimons on the
sand at our feet

It never ceased to give me delight, this power to summon wild
geese from the heavens as they passed, seemmngly steady as a
constellation upon their course, ot to call to them from the house
when the sun was dippmg behind the hills of Skye, to hear far off
their answering clangour, and see the silhouette of therr wings
t PRy Ayt

o ran amm ser tha o mees alm T G nd el

had been the discarded dregs, the lees, not worth removal, more
pleasure, perhaps 1n therr peacefial, undemanding co-exustence
than had any medieval nobleman m the hawk who at bus biddmg
rose to take the wald duck as they flew or hurl the heron from the

Pl
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Though the greylags gave lietle trouble and much reward, they
produced on occasson a3 do all creatures for whom ene 1
Tesponsible, moments of acute amaety The worst of these wis
the sight of one of the number, out of my reach, d0m§ 1es utmost
10 swallow a fish hook. Edal, as 1 have sard, was fed upon Ine
ecls sent from London, this was a costly procedure, and as
%tcw and her consumption of eels rose bevond the ongmal order

or s1x pounds a week, 1 had begun experiments to supply hex
from the Camusfearna burn n which eels abounded. But de-
spite nuuch advice T had faded signally to devise a satusfactory ect
trap, and one aftetnoon we set a number of short lines fiom the
budge, bated with worms This proved effective, and we had
several ecls 1 a few hours, but  had forgotten the geese They
were not often at the bndge and 1 had not thought, 1n any cast,
that they would be mquisiive enough to mvesnigare the almost
mvisible hines Some two hours tater, nevertheless, they chose
pervessely to fly 1y there from the sea, and by the time that [ 2w
them one had a foot kength of trout cast dangling from its bill-
at the end of the cast was the hook, a small hook taken from 2
stnpped trout fly and the goose, unware of danger, was trym]
hard to swatlow what remamed  The fineness ofg the cast was
that 1mpeded the intention but while § watched i an agony of
suspense another two or three mches disappeared from view
‘The ather geese gachered tound my feet but KE::OHE. mntent upos
sts personal problem, kept obstmately to the centre of the pook
while che hook, 1 response to the gobbimg movements of the
bill, mounted slﬂd:{y Exghcc I the nick of time we Jured 1t 10
.L.L_...}, L o1 . 'gnppcdlh:mﬂiﬂd
{over hand, for the
. The madent put 3
tcmgom’y fall stap to my efforts to supp}y Edal wath ecls frora
the bum

Fot the same teason the geese became an embarrassment, 100,
to fishing expeditions at sea when they did not actually accom-
pany the boat o from the beach théy would discern 3t from
afar, fong after we thought to have efuded their pursut, they

. would come winging out over the waves and alight, gabblng,
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alongside, pressing 1n close round the darrow line, fasanated b
the fish-hooks and the danang blue-and-silver gltter of fis
hauled 1n over the ‘gunwalc, so that often 1t became necessary to
contro] a darrow-full of mackerel with one hand and fend the
geese from danger wath the other It was at such moment that I
understood how difficult Life would be 1f alf wild ammals and
birds were unafraid of man, how complicated the every-day
busmess of Living must have become to St Francts




CHAPTER FOURTEEN
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Tus house had been much eransformed since Edal’s amval
< While there had been 5o otter at Camusfeirna I had con-
centrated upon improving the décor and comfort of the rooms;
now that the whole premuses were once mare, a3 1t were, tn 2
state of siege thus aspect had perforce to be abandoned for more
ﬁ:’amal considerations Every table and shelf had somehow to
rassed above the range of Edal's agile inquisition; every bnn?-
1ng object upon the wzﬁs moved upward h(]cc the population of 2
flooded town seckuing sanctuary upon the rooftops. No longz:
could there be a paper-table at the end of the sofz, for
recently d she approprnated for her own
on the first day, tearing and erumpling the effete reading mattet
until 1t formed a bed stuted to her exacung taste. There she Ly
_upon her back and slept, her head pullowed across a headhne
‘*[ desnbing traffic jams on the roads out of London.
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It was exceedingly difficult to elevate every valnerable obyect
above her reach, for by standing on tiptoe she could already
achieve dhree foot six inches When wet she would pull down a
towel, ar several towels, upon which to dry herself, when bored
she would possess herself of any object that caught her wayward
fancy, and, deeply absorbed, set about its systematic disinte—
granon. These moods would come and go, there were days
W}\:n she was as sedate a5 a lap dog, but there were days too,

tons and sea-boots, many of these have over a penod of years
been giuchcd with red-rubber duscs, and Edal early found a
lf;xcndas dehight mn tearing these off and enlarging the Kolcs they
1

Thus the rooms to which she had access act{q\med the look of
country-house parks whose trees display the ‘browsing line’ so
much deplored by late eighteenth—century writers on ﬁndscape
gardenmg  From the }miht above ground to which the trees
were branchless it was 1n those parks, possible to deduce whether
the owner kept fallow deer, cattle or horses and by much the
same process I was able to compare the relative sizes of Edal and
My If there was any doubt at first, at the end of her first month
wth me she was certamly a much larger creature and yet she was
still a fisll stx months younger than he had been when he was
killed Her growth was almast visible  In May Malcolm Mac-
donald had esumated that she was some forty-two mches long
and » - VO ' -
fifty
poun -

\uto season 1t was clear that her growth was far from complete.
In equatortal Amenca there are otters the stze of seals, if they have
ever heen domestrcated the roams of their owners must present a

most cunous appearance

Becavsc of the Lmitations of wall space m the kitchen-hving-

room 1t was not advisable to leave Edal quite alone ehere for*
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cvery now and agam Bdal, discouraged from more direct
approach by an unequivocal smap, would tentatively stretch out
one of her monkey-like hands and touch the unresponsive
yellow rump, making, the while, lttle plamtve, yearning whines
i the back of her throat She was plamly puzzled by her
falure o establish frendly relations, for she was unused to
rebuff

. T;Wordogs only achx:yed wth her a temporaty bonkomze, bur

L h th \

s T aawtid v a M gl

from the bank This nadent produced a coolness that therr
relationship did not survive, the pouter became wary and then
frankly hostile When I CXposruE(cd at this deplorable lack of
stanuna her owner rephed, “Well, Shrc never o'ught f_hf‘wzs

among which this was perhaps one of the least regretrable )
Erc Linklater mtroduced a great rangy English Setter, a

gorgeous beast named Tops'l, and he, too, was at first prepared

to chance his arm pllzyzfg wlmlh an otter, this me on the s,”,'d‘

phy”v'm et as Prisclta did 1n Afica

TAYXS
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showed hrm to be sound in wind 20d lumb, and be resumed
anonymuty 1n a larger landsca
Fanally, producing a more lasting impression, came a wildeat
kutten. Late one afternoon we had discovered that the Calor-
gas cyhinder (an mnovation that year) was almost exhausted, and
we deaided to take the boat up at once to the willage five mules
- o rotie Lo &

R IS JARRT E SO S S F X Dy

port bow

There, fifteen yards away, was a half-grown wldeat katten,
swimmmng uncertamly 1 the direction of the farther sland (I
have smce learned that 1t 15 no ranty for wildeats to take to the
water, even when they are not pursued, but at the moment 1t
seemed as strange as would a fish progressing over land ) The cat
was 1n about two fathoms of water, and swam slowly and very
hugh, so that the whole back and il were above water and dry
UL s hem S s L ar the meacce moment the out-

nont wd .0 .

difficule to assocate this'meek, fuffy, lost uteen with the
nm;uble feroaity of all reports, and [ thought that here
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opportuntty to test the sumours at fiest hand, But 1t was hfficult
to see how Camasfelenz could contam with any plhadity both
2 wildeat and an orter, and my thoughts trned to Morag, she, 1
thoughr, would welcome thus ghost of her childhood dgays, for
fong ago she had kept, and mourned the loss of, a hybrid with a
wildestsire She was at that nme housekeeping, durng the dag-
hghe baurs, for the lodge by the river four mules up the coast, sa
weab d aur 1dea of replenssh g the Calor-gas supplies and
headed for the nver Marag, however, had aleeady Jeft by the
ma Land Rover tor Drutmbaclach at the lodge we were fenta
car, and contmued to her home by road The calm of the cat
withun the hamﬁ)cr bad by now given place to 2 low but almost
continual growl 2 menscing sound that suggested 3 cusbed
ferocity hardly held m rem
When Uearned that Morag felt herself roo cramped by house-
hold duties to commu hmcﬁ‘m the care of 3 wildeat, 1 should,
no doubr, have released 1t but despe all that I had heard and
sead of the uncameable natuze of wildcats 1 had met no one whe
could peesonally contribute to the pietee, I hnew, too, that 1t
38 very fare to capture an undamoaged kateen, and I felt that an
OPpOTILNILy ta test che vahidity of the myth was not to be thrown
away 1rcturned to the lodge, and from these telephoned to Dr
Maurice Burton, 3 zoologist who at hus horne Sureey keeps and
observes 2 grear vanery of wid creatures, and wha has m the
course of a hfenme devoted 1o the study of ammal behaviour
acquired expertence of most Brstish funa Cunously, however,
be frovcd never to have kept a wildcat, and knew no one who
had ever tried to tame one, tﬁough he did know somcone whose
elong ambition 1t had been 1o acquue 2 healthy kisten for the
expenment He proposed telephoring to thus friend, who would
11 tuen telephone to me duning the next half hour, and 1n dus
course I spoke 10 Mr Wilham Kangham, who was prepared to
feave London by car at dawn the nEXE momang to coflcﬂ the
et It was then Fuday cvenng he expected 1o complete the
seven-hundred-mule Journey by Sunday moming
* T amed the now disunctly vaea) mper back by boat 10
Camusfedma. Theze was only one way of bndging the next
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thirty-six hours to evacuate my bedroom m favour of the kitten
and to sleep n the kuchen Thys I did with some reluctance, not
because 1 envisiged the shambles to which my room would be
reduced, but because 1t had been but three nights before that I
had returned to 1t after the departure of my last guest.

It was already dark when we beached the boat below the house,
and there was no means of obtaning any smtable food for 2
wildcat that mght Ileft the hamper open 11 my bedroom bestde
2 saucer of tnned oulk and some sea trout roes  As an after-

thought I blocked the chimney with a screwed up ball of wire-
netting

In the morning after a far from novel mghe n a sleepmg-bag
by the kitchen fire a cursory inspection of the bedroom dis-
covered no ¢at  One of the trout roes and all t}f mtk lndfrhs-

e 3 ele —a - ta P

gcxu;‘src Jetarled examunation revealed the cat, m the chumney
It had pulled out the wadequate cork of wire mesh, and
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The necessity for shooting burds locally in order to feed this
Geature worred me. Many of the birds m the tnmediate
vignity of Camu:fasm wete tamer, more trusting, than m areas
- . A IR T i

tattor to the small smctuary that I had long respected. The
situation was made 0o easter for me by the geese, who wnsisted on
dccompanying me, sometimes on foot, sometimes locatig me
from afar and flymg 1 10 join me as I crouched, camouflaged,
on the rock of some outlymg skerry, by them I was embarrassed,
obscurely ashamed that they sho:r witness this predatory side
0 my nature 1 found myself, as I crouched there t the salt
wind and spray, ::;:anng a childish Duele bany ‘1 am only
domg thus so that the kitten may hve’, this, by some absent-
mmmfcd transposition, reshaped stselfinto the words and tune of 3
forgotten hymn “He died that we mght ive’, and then Ireahized
that my subconscrous mund had jumped a gap at which my
mtellect had pbbed—for after all Chnistians do eat the body and
blood of their God.

So, wath distaste, I kept the wildcat supphied with burds that 1
would rather have seen alive, a tumstone, 2 shag, an oyster-

. . . wo

~ e are anie twmrnd them

rematned the major receptacle
On the Monday a telegram armved explamng that Mr
S 1. 4 e Al be over
.« Unaware
: was five

miles by sea, he asked me to teiepnone w nu w sarrey that

eyenng
The relief that [ bad hourly awarted beng thus ndefimtely
postponed, Lset off agam for the nillage with a faltering outboard
¢ch completed the northward but not the return

b
;E;::; By mtermsttent use of the cars 1 got home hx;_



.
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might, with the promuse of an immedute telegram about the
future of the wldcat

There were futther delays and musunderstandings, but a week
after the onginal capture an emussary armved at the rulhead
twelve mules north by sea, and duspatched a hured launch to
Camusfe He did not ac 1t bumself, I had assumed
that he would armve to stay for the mght and receve such
information as I could gave hum about the wildcat's habuts so that
T was quite unprepared for boxing the ammal at once with the
launch wainng outside on an ¢bb ude  However, though the
human escort was absent he had sent a stout and commadious
erate filled with straw, at the back of which lay 2 plump un-
plucked pullet

To the cat this thurd and necessanly hurned capture was stifl
further trauma He—for excremental reasons T vaguely supposed
1t to be 3 male—was crouched on a high shelf inthe shadow of my
typewnter {already knocked down and smashed by the oteer),
and the first advance of 2 gloved hand produced a ugensh and
Inghly mumudatng snarl of warting On the second attempt
he bounded from zEc shelf to a table 1n the window and crouched
there growling with his back to the glass

At this pomt immy  who had been out i the boat fishing for
mackerel when the launch came armved and demanded to take
control. He put on the gloves and entered the arena with all the
confidence of mexperience At hus first near approach the at
became transformed, almost I had sad, transfigured  The last
trace of rescmblance to 2 fluffy domesuc Perstan kuteen vamshed
utterly, 1n 1ts place was a noble savage wild amimal at bay before
us ancestral enemy  Laymg his cars not back but downward
from the broad flat skall so that the v tips and the tufts of
hatr that grew from within them were all that turned upward,

Vo e .

Lrrnm o oen by 22

WUy pant uul WLUC OLE PAW Was Hited fugh With extesuLy

talons, the other still rested on the table, for the forcleps scemed
to have elongated like telescopes, those velvet limbs %ud man
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mstant changed from tnstraments of locomotion mto long-
reaching weaponsto rakeand toslash, Asan image of primordual
ferocity T had seen nothmg to equal at, 1t was splendid, 1t was
magmficent, but 1t was war

Jimmy, as yet accustomed only to handhng creatures whose
bluff was :asx{;r called, was undismayed by thes dusplay of furcht-
barkest, but reured after an instant wath a bute clean &xough glove
and thumb-1

It seemed as 1f deadlock had been reached, until 1c oceurred to
1 that we could as 1t were bottle the cat between the open end of
the crate and the window glass, this manoeuvre was mstantly
successful, and he bolted to the dim intenor behund the straw and
was silent. That was the last that Isaw of h{m' 1t1s bowever, not

T c. A

wildeats enjoy the privilege of protection
1t 15 Octobet, and [ have been for six unbroken months at

Camusfedrna  The stags are roanng on the Slopci of Skye across

I P SR S I DA

whose surface was hot to bare feet under summer suns, and the
cold, sale-wet wind wall rattle the windows and moan mn the
chumney This year I shall not be Lhcf»c to see a-‘nd hear “‘“3

honzons Yet while there 15 time there 1s the certainty of return.

Camusfedma
October 1959

.
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Thark you, my feendly daemon, close to me as rsy shafosw,
For the mealy buttercup days 1 the anaent meadow,

For the days of my “teens  the sluce of hearing and seeuig,
The days of opspn drives and pliysical wznjmug

Thank you, my frend shorter by a head, more placd
Than me your protege swhose u ays are nof 5o biod,
My anmal angel suse of touch and humour

Wb face stil) tenned from some priwevat summer

Thanks for pour sensual pose, your gay assurance,
W ko sbating on the lovely u aﬁ; of appearance

?’ Have held my hond pus vetoes upon my reason,
Sent nte 10 Yook for berries i the proper scason

Same day you swill leave me or at best, less often

1 shall sense your presence when eyes and nostels open,
Less often find your burgling fingers yeady

To pick. the locks whers mune are 100 unsteady

Thank you for the tcmes of contact for the glamour
Of pleasure sold by the dlock and under the hammer,
Thank you for bidting for me for breakng the cor ko
Of sprex and sentries 1o nd the unmvuhnf gden

A & thank you foe the abondon of your giwmg,
For sveng i the durk, for makng this Ife worth howng
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